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Text A How I Got Smart

The Gist of the Text

It is widely accepted by the youngsters attending school that their teachers
were child prodigies with none of the normal kid’s tendency to play rather than
study, but their ideas were not true. Just like normal kids, I hated compulsory
education with a passion. However, an incident changed the whole course.

In my sophomore year, I fell in love with one of my classmates, Debbie,
who was a top student in our class. There was an intellectual gulf between her
and me. In order to bridge the gulf, I did a lot and tried hard to make myself
become a Chief Brain so as to sweep Debbie off her feet with my erudition.

My etfforts proved successful in bridging the intellectual gap between Debbie
and me: I made quite an impression on her with my erudition, but I found she
was going steady with a basketball player with a C+ average. 1 felt hurt and
betrayed.

The story was over, but the event changed the whole course of my life: the
pursuit for knowledge became ongoing and I got smart by continuing to pore over

encyclopedias.
The Structure of the Text

One of the best ways to begin a story is to introduce a concept first and then
prove that it’s wrong with the writer’s own experience. This is what the writer of
this text has done . The advantage of beginning a story with a misconception is

that a suspense is created and the reader’s interest is aroused.

A misconception about teachers—used as a sott of introduction

Paras. 1~3 to the love story.
Paras. 4~30 | xley efforts to bridge the intellectual gulf between Debbie and




SR

Paras. 31~33- My fallure to sweep Debbie off her feet.

“The after events of the story: the fruxtless romance aroused my
interest in academic knowledge.

Paras. 34~37

The Text-related Background Information

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772~1834), # #1435 , B E HIRIRE F F A
Wit K. MbSERAETE AT T4 2T NI X, #47 HHRAME KBK A
BRIV IL AR N “BIREIR B MG R EERE  SEEEF A
BCGFREIE ) R TFIK) (B SR (B LRREIRI%E.

The Comprehension of the Text

&1, Who else but a bookworm, with none of the normal kid’s tendency to
play rather than sfudy , would grow up to be a teacher anyway? (Para. 1) 7 R
B—BEFAHERETR ABFTIOBRT XN BARBERRKE S LITR?

R . Only a bookworm , who doesn’t have the normal kid’s tendency to play,
can become a teacher.

A% 4] 6 B 5% 7] 4] (Rhetorical Question), B IEHIBEL, IR B F LR
BEARFBRE. XFAREAG,FAERSFREE, MERXIBRIUNES. W

Who else but a fool doesn’t want to lead a pleasant and fruitful life?

Who doesn’t want to live in a society of peace and prosperity?

7 55 1& “the tendency to play rather than study” ¥, #iR A ER/EE BB
“the tendency”, TE44 17 ability, intention, tendency, inclination, determination,
eagerness, wish, expectation 2 FHBAEREEIE.

" They went away with the determination to win.

I could see his eagerness to meet you.

<2. Dve tried desperately to explain to my students that the image they
have of me as an enthusiastic devotee of books and homework duriﬁg my
adolescence was a bit out of focus. (Para. 2) A& 26 F £ N BEHLILAMAS
CREBENREREHRELEER KRG T,

HER . [ve tried very hard to explain to my students that it wasn’t true that I
enjoyed reading and deing homework when I was young.

' 7E “the image they have of me as an enthusiastic devotee of books and

homework during my adolescence” #1, “they have” X & & M 41, @' 5 “the

image”, “of me as an enthusiastic devotee of books and homewor_k’_’jﬁ.jyi{ﬁ_{z
2



i “the image”, 7AW i% B # % “the image”, HANTHEWEE, REFFEY
X HEE,

<>3. I couldn’ quite accept the notion of having to go to school while the
fish were biting. (Para.2) A AR X B ER LA &R AN HFE L LFHRK,

MR .1 didn’t like the idea that I would have to go to school when the fish
were biting.

BAIRB T BRI E%, ANXERT ‘R E5EEZE T -HEREGERHX
i

<>4. Cupid aimed his arrow and struck me right in the heart. (Para. 3) 3t
HHTRAESHF T RO,

B .1 fell in love with a girl.

ZRBRATRE TS OHIEPHAKEIERES. HP IHIEF, LI
FZHRMEEEE CLLBREMN EMAHZF TR LEIE . SESEH.
—BEMMEH P EANOCE XAELZ LRI —-TAEEFERAXRAKESE
BHBER EREENER. SFIRICE 34 BA B4 MWiE .

<>5. ... and that year I ground up enough pencils to fuel a campfire. (Para.
4) eseeee MR HLERNEB—FEKX,

IR :...and that year I sharpened many pencils and they can be used to make
a campfire.

EARAT £ KM B # F 3% (hyperbole), “3 7%t Debbie F % # 2 1% Bk 4R 4%
E.

fuel: provide with fuel %5+~ RN  E B — 2 Z AT RN B R X
Wk, .

The “flywheel” battery, it is said, could power an electric car for 600 miles
on a single charge.

The airport is being privately funded by a construction group.

Invitations were showered on him as soon as his presence in the city was
known.

I schemed desperately to bridge the gulf.

<>6. Alas, Debbie was far beyond my wildest dreams. (Para. 4) %, 4& b 2t
FEAPMETEHRRTE,

YR8 : Debbie is much more excellent than what I hoped for.

7. We were separated not only by five rows of desks, but by about 50
L. Q. points. (Para. 4) RAAKAMRRADGEZH, " B % B L48£4 50 5,

B . Qur desks are sep.arated by five rows. Besides, her 1.Q. is 50 points

3



higher than mine.

<8. Occasionally, Debbie would catch me staring at her, and she would
flash a smile that radiated intelligence and quickened my heartbeat. (Para. 5) /&
R, B2 A ERETERE, REFTHAER—Z, REZITHEHNEFE, &
U Ak,

HBf# . Sometimes Debbie would see me gazing at her, and she would smile back
at me, which made me excited. In her smile wisdom can be seen clearly.

AHBERE, AWMT “R” BB, WK RZOOE, X5 flash, radiate
FEHFARBERABEYEEIAITRR,

<9. I would become Chief Brain in English I and sweep my princess off her
feet with a surge of erudition. (Para. 7) £4 R AXBE W T 25 AW, #
AR N FRA R R GRS T A

R . I would become a person with a good mind and make the girl I loved
strongly attracted to me with my great academic knowledge.

<10. The fire drill was over and we began to file into the building, so I had
to step it up to get the natives in (Para. 20) H B4 KT, KN FwHR £
XK, ATRFGIPHLHYLFERGELAL, ARFMmkiEik,

MR, After the fire drill was over, we went into the building one after
another. In order to finish the talk about the natives in the Aleutian Islands, I had
to speak more quickly.

<11. She was frowning, apparently stumped on a word. (Para. 22) b4 %
Bk, BRAM—MEABALET,

YEfE . She was frowning. Clearly she was puzzled by a word.

<12. And so it went, that glorious, joyous, romantic sophomore year.
(Para. 26) AREIeh, Hréeod, REOXF _F AN LM £,

Y2 : The splendid, happy and romantic sophomore year went by this way.

AARATAMIE, B HREEE, BEBEBEQRE, MUAKRRARE
FEBEEENMLE L, MEBENEERRIIMIE, BARANIIERET
YEE N RAFEEH LRGBS

<13. Debbie seemed to relish our little conversation and hung on my every
word. (Para. 26) f&HM-FEF ERXAMMENHE, FMTRAOHE— 4%,

JH#® . Debbie seemed to enjoy our short conversation and listened attentively to
every word I uttered.

<14. 1 sneaked a look at Debbie and gave her a big wink. She beamed
proudly and winked back. (Para. 30) &AM A T &k —R, st 4id 3h W85 T s

4



B, wRARBKT X, LEETERR,

Y84 . I cast Debbie a look quickly without being noticed , and winked hard at
her. She smiled brightly and proudly. and returned a wink.

<>15. The revelation hit me hard, and for a while I felt like forgetting
everything I had learned. (Para. 31) e B IL 5 HEFRGZFRAFTLE w4
AT ERD. ABRNARGTEERIFN W,

WM. It is a heavy blow to me knowing that Debbie was going stead ®with a
junior from a neighboring school, and for some time I wanted to forget all I had
learned.

<16. 1 felt not only hurt, but betrayed. Like Agamemnon, but with less
drastic consequences, thank God. (Para. 34) A X F AT BRHE RN L4 EF, &
B#kBET . (KAERACT) EMMMNREAMN, BEHERLL €, AL,

R . My feelings were not only hurt, but I also felt that Debbie was not loyal
to me, just like Agamemnon who was betrayed and killed by his wife. I nearly
died of grief, but fortunately, the results were not very serious.

BAJE T A R PR . FTATR R Mycenae WE X, HEFRET
HAERBRENSEI, RERNEREEFRIERES. E5BHE DR I1R
RIEEPFEABZHATIEMYERTBR ., EZLLX—-HEARB AW, TTRHEX
BHABZE, URELMEGEZR.

Key Words, Phrases and Structures

volume venture browse

frown relish beam

perceive incentive

out of focus if only catch/catch/spot sb. doing sth.
sweep sb. of his feet care to do sth. step up

get sth. in be absorbed in hung on

feel like pore over

<1. ... was a bit out of focus... (Para. 2) «e««e AERBET,

out of focus: (the lens) not correctly placed; unclear; blurred £ BB ¥ X7 # ;
NERE; ERIM

This picture of John is out of focus, I can’t see his face clearly. ##y#hixsk
BAREEANAE, RARKRELARE,



In some of the pictures the subjects are out of focus, while the background is
sharp. HEBE A F M EEMRF, 2F FHRAW.

<2, .. if only to gaze at the lovely face in English 1. (Para. 3) -+ Bp &
RARBFEE_RRERGOE,

if only 5EEAREREM, RRIEBRR, MAT “WHENT” R “BER
RT” F&FX.

J#hn knows that he has to perform very well on the final exam, if only to
make quite an impression on her. ##40if § TH KA K EH HIF R4, FHER
At ARG THP L.

only WA Mz EAEREM, RRBABRHMER. .

Frank went to the airport in great haste, only to find that his flight had
taken off. LA P RALENYG, HEXALHRGMIETR T,

if only BRI LU FRRRHBHEBE. 0.

My daughter is afraid of staying alone at home. If only she had more
courage! HHXINLEFM—MARXRATE, ZARE FRERKFT!

<3. ...Debbie would catch me staring at her, ... (Para. 5) «----+ BaeHL
ERBER, oo

catch sb. doing sth. H LI AEMILE, B EH . find / see/ watch /
spot / notice / feel sb. / sth. doing sth. #ll;

1 could feel the wind blowing on my face from an open window. & £ %) A
THEEPRR, BERGER.

I spotted Mary sitting alone on the sofa and weeping, so I went up to see
what’s wrong with her. A LB R A—ALEVE LR, A YL AK
WE A,

<4. ... the first volume of a set of encyclopaedia at the special price of 29
cents. (Para. 6) »+ o —B2FHAFHE KR 20 2 508HNEE,

volume: 1) one of a set of books of the same kind (—EEH —H; —%

We have a set of Dickens’ works in 24 volumes. HAAE 24 H I F B4 5,

1 own a library of five hundred volumes. # % & ¥ 484 #& +H 500 & .

2) size BE, &H

The storeroom has a volume of 400 cubic feet. iX @48 £ A AR & 400 & F
£R,

3) amount; number ¥{&

The volume of the trade between the two countries was reported to have
declined. EHABRERHTAHETHRBECE TR,

6



<>8. ...began my venture into the world of knowledge. (Para. 7) s+« Yk
T EmiRER FREGRE,

venture: 1) n. an attempt; an activity involving the risk of failure 2%, &
53

Speculating in the stock market is a costly venture. & % TR & % 3 2K H
PRGERE.

Only a fool would undertake such a venture. RAAH BN F HXHF K,

2) v. risk going somewhere or doing something dangerous § 2|3 s, § &
U6 B Y 3 1

Don’t venture too near the well, you may fall in. REFR K&K+, 4hd
RTHH. '

Nobody ventured to go through the woods on the stormy night. & & AZK /&
TRAGB L Fdmk,

3) v. take the risk of saying sth. that may be opposed or considered foolish
KRB AT B4 B % BRI BB AR %

I venture to say that man will live on the moon. K HA LK LS L ELA
®E,

<>6. ...and sweep my princess off her feet with a surge of erudition. (Para.
(PIIRE I AR W 8 SR R TR RS TR

sweep sb. off his/her feet: make sb. suddenly and strongly attracted to you
in a romantic way; make sb. excited (ffi) «e-ee 0T

The handsome officer swept Mary off her feet with his erudition and grace.
BEEBRGETRACHERAPFABROELRRTBHGSF,

The singer swept the audience off their feet with her excellent performance at
the concert, XL F A F R4 Loy h & R FE I A,

Bob was swept off his feet when he won the first prize in the speech contest.
B HAAERKCRTER—FLORET S,

<7, ... “Idon’t think I’d even care to visit,” ... (Para. 19) swsees BIAAHT
REBEALE, -

care to do sth. : would like to do sth. EEMEE, TEHFEEH. EH4A
MR A4

I don’t think you care to hear my opinion of him. # 484k & & & 7 o & s 4t
A%,

People usually don’t care to let their room for a short time. Af1E % KRR &
AL



Fr#% . care for: take interest in; like; take care of Jifeeeee: B, ZWk; B
. ,
care about : be concerned about %.l»
care whether / what / how... : mind ¥
After the death of their mother, the children were cared for by their aunt.
FEEEZE, XTGBT,
She thinks only of herself; she doesn’t care about other people. #& 2 48%|
TR ACEAEA,
John said he didn’t care whether he would win or lose in the match. ###t#
RAEFHICERBRERT.
<8. ...so I had to step it up... (Para. 20) <+ ;8 5.2 3= %+ SULRLL
step up: increase the size or speed of HIHR; 3N
In order to restore our standard of living, we’ve got to step up production
and export. AR ERMBAHEERTFE, KNFAHEREFRH o,
When John found he was going to be late, he stepped up his pace. 258X 3
Rk, kT HY,
H % . step in. interfere in 4} A, T
Mother stepped in and forbade me to go camping. #FF#H &K, REKRLF

W

<>9. One day 1 was browsing through the library. (Para. 21) —X &K EB H#
PR A

browse: casually look or search, e.g. in a shop, in a library, at a book,
etc. with no specific aim or object in mind ¥

He was sitting on the sofa browsing through the pages of the evening paper.
VR RYE R -] E R

She used to browse in an antiques market, in hopes that he would find
something valuable. ¥ E F R TR FTHEAEE, FLERBRAFNEAHEE.

<>10. I spotted Debbie sitting at the table, absorbed in a crossword puzzle.
(Para. 21) RAERBIALERTF, 2R IERMEFHR,

be absorbed in; fill completely the attention, interest, time, etc. 2# HE
T ?‘B‘ﬁfg:j:

1 was absorbed in a book and didn’t hear you call. REHF F—K$H, %73
R %,

<>11. She was frowning... (Para. 21) ¥4k % B k-

frown: contract the brows, as in displeasure or deep thought 4% &



frown on / upon: disapprove of RB M, & LLUAR

The older generation have always frowned upon some of the ideas of the
young. Z— KA EZRFRFRE-ARAN—BILL,

&12. Debbie seemed to relish our little conversations and ... (Para. 25) £&
Yo 4 AR E R RAT R AL GG E e

relish: enjoy; be pleased with B%&; K

She won’t relish having to get up before dawn to catch the train. #F B &4
TAXELATRE, |

He relished the memory of his adventure in the sparsely-populated
mountains. e Ek TR EATHE S LERHFRAE,

<13. ... and hung on my every word. (Para. 25) =eees H A7 K — 4
W%,

hang on: 1) keep hold of B8, EEINME

Jack almost fell off the cliff, but managed to hang or a boulder until help
came. AL ESEMERER TR, 2RXERET —RESL, AHAFARKL,

2) survive a crisis; hold on IBHF TR REUHE

The grocer was losing money every day, but he hung onr, hoping that
business would improve. &% EH XA TR, 24 BHF Tk, FZEEFH,

3) depend on BT

It all hangs on whether he is willing to help us. XI®& TH#H2Z TR EH 3K
1.

<>14. She beamed proudly... (Para. 29) # /& g RIE T £ ooeee

beam: vi. shine brightly; smile warmly [AJ%&; 8%

Frances beamed at her friend with undisguised admiration. # 3§ & £ 4 IR
WAL ET X, |

n. smile; a line of light shining from some bright objects f#{%&; JtHR

When I approached the car, I was blinded by the bright beam of its front
lights., A #A L, 2N ARHARBREARTHAETAS,

<>15. What I failed to perceive was that... (Para. 30) AR T ey 2 -eeve

perceive; notice; be conscious of HEH; B¥#; B

Only an artist could perceive the fine shades of color in the painting. R A%
REF AL ahSTEZTHBBER,

1 can’ perceive any differences between these coins. #K & R hix &8 F H 4+
4R,

She gradually perceived that her parents had contributed a lot to her career

9



as a lawyer. Huif #fiA 7 2] LA 244 )T LA BIAR K
I perceived that it would be very tough to finish the project before the
deadline. 3% 4mif B/ M2 RAT ALK A LA K E A,
FE 34 . perceptive: B REH, HRNEHNH
perceptible: BHESEM
perception: BH, £
&16. ...and for a while [ felt like forgetting everything I had learnt. (Para.
30) weeeee A& NBEBERTFG W,
feel like sth. / doing sth. ; want to do sth. ABfFEH .
I was so angry that I felt like throwing something at him. KR %A%, , RE A
B A,
1 felt like a good rest for I was exhausted from a whole day’s hard work. ¥
Frik—%%, RRE, BKRE—SL,
W% . would like to do sth. 8=
be inclined to do sth. {8 [ T FEH
intend to do sth, ITEMHEE
be in a position to do sth. B E
<17. Although the original incentive was gone:-+ (Para. 33) RE R KRt %
ACREFL
incentive: encouragement to greater activity , motivating factor, stimulus Zfj
J15 i, W
The government decided to take prompt actions to give incentive to foreign
investment. B AF® XL ERBREBARKBIBAKRT.
His proposal would provide tax incentives for businesses to hire people from
these areas. fL#94R I EAK T @RS L AR K A TR LK AL,
<18. ...I continued poring over the encyclopaedias... (Para. 33) «eeser 4 %
ok AT ik AL A e .
pore over: study or give close attention to (usually sth. written or printed)
SR EE, Pk
It will take several more months to pore over the volumes of documents. &
i X LELIHEEELANANE,
He used to spend hours poring over travel brochure before he took a trip. #

AT Z AT AR L I AT fm R i Ok 5 F A .
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