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AN INTRODUCTION OF
“CHIP BEE” COUNTY’S SCENERY

The first ancestor of Chip Bee County was Tan So
Hsuan who had migrated with his family southward to this
place during the South Sung dynasty when China was
war-torn by barbarian invasion. Chip Bee of the Fukien
province was an ideal place for settlement. It is water
bound three sides to the south and surrounded in the north
by the Tien Ma and Bee Jin mountains. The climate is
mild and pleasant and is very suitable for agriculture.
So, the Tan family settled down here and started its
development. In order to promote better co-operation
with their neighbours, they established cordial friendship
with Soon Choo, Hor Chin and Pan Khio villages by
marriages. This friendship exists to the present.

The people of Chip Bee are very hard-working and
thrifty. Because of its good geographical advantages of
being near to the sea, most of the people make their living
in seafaring places, especially in Southeast Asia. There,
they work mostly in the rubber or tin concerns. In' the
last few centuries, Chip Bee, together with Canton, Swatow
and Amoy, bears the reputations as being “The home of
the Overseas Chinese”.

To-day, Chip Bee is getting very modernized. This
is due to its early contact with Western culture. The
obsolete low houses are being replaced by up-to-date
buildings. One will see, as soon as he reaches Chip Bee,
the sky-scraper-like buildings and the wide streets with
their regular setting of houses. The place is further
decorated by the numerous trees lining up along the roads
dotted with small but unique pavilions here and there.
The scenery is so tranquil, so peaceful that no wonder it
is considered to be another West Lake. On the other hand,
there are also antique buildings of several htindred years
old, such as those old magnificent ancestral shrines with
their curved eaves and carved pillars. The western part
of this village is set out for teacher’s dormitories and
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schools which are specially opened for overseas students,
who come back to their own home country to study.
These are of very large scale. The central part is for the
libraries, science houses, athletic stadium, town hall and
playgrounds. They are well facilitated and the schools
are well known in the country. In the east, there are the
Park and swimming pools. The pools are very modernized.
The fourteen-storied Nam Hoon Building is equally
magnificent. The whole view of the village can be seen
from top of it. In the south, there are three lakelets, the
inner, central and the outer lakes, the last one being the
largest. Every year, during the Dragon Boat Festival,
dragon-boat racing is held here. Even in ordinary time,
there are groups of people in threes or fours enjoying boat
rowing here in the beautiful evenings. Chip Bee is not
only famous for its scenery, but also for its culture. It
would be called “The Garden of Culture”.

The recently re-built “Navigation Club” and the
modern hydraulic power plant make Chip Bee more
substantial and youthful. After the completion of
“Yingtam-Amoy” railway in 1957, communication is greatly
improved. So, industrialist, agriculturalists and scholars
from every part of China and international important
people come to visit Chip Bee continuously.

Besides, Chip Bee is also famous for its four scenic
spots. The first one is “Thousand Miles Palace”, or “The
Monument”. To-day, it is called “Ngau Park”. The second
is “The Dragon King Palace”. The third is “The Castle of
Thi Seng Kong”. The fourth is “The Isle of Pearl”. All
these are frequented by visitors.

A recent plan is to build a large lake near the
“Yingtam-Amoy” railway at the coastal area. This will be
called “The South Lake” —named by my late father.
Around the Lake, there will be wide pavement of white
stones with pines and cypress along it. Small resting
shelters will be built on the roadside. The present scheme
under construction is the new park and the “Meng Say
Hall”. All these are elaborate and unique work and will
add brilliance to Chip Bee in the future.
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