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Unit 1 | Wonders Will Never Cease

— Scenery and Places of Interest

os; arguing whether or not “Places of interesy

Functions: Describing scenic beauty and buildin

hould be protected,”

Here are some useful words and expressions you may use to describe places of interest or
historical sites:

scenic spot; full of tourist attractions; paradise for shoppers; a magnificent sight; well-known for its
beautiful landscape; pristine beaches; dazzling nightlife; striking scenery that will take your breath away;
known for its cultural heritage and aesthetic urban design; living museum of the city’s past

B MR WK, RMRRIG UHEWORGERNEEL: RIERODE: SARZE
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TR L EE

Work in pairs and ask questions to fill the gaps with the missing information in the texts.
~l~



Communicative Speaking

Text A is for Student A and Text B is for Student B. Don’t look at your partner’s text.
Text A:
The Tour of Paris

Ah, beautiful Paris! For centuries this city has attracted the admiration of the world. The
charm of Paris captivates all who visit there.

Where can you discover the charm of Paris for yourself? Is it in the legacy of all the
French rulers ( )? Is it in the famous castles, palaces, statues and monuments,
such as the Eiffel Tower? Can you find it in the world-class museums, such as the Louvre?
Perhaps Paris’ charm lies in the zest and style of the Parisians.

When you visit Paris, you don’t have to spend all of your time visiting museums and
monuments. They are ( ), but ignore them for a day. Take some time to
look around and experience life in Paris, you will find it charming.

Take a stroll along the Seine River. Browse through the art seller’s colorful paintings.
Peek through the delicate iron gates at the well-kept gardens. Watch closeiy for the French
attention to detail that has made France synonymous with good taste. You will see it in the
design of a doorway or arch and in the little fountains and quaint balconies. No matter where
you look, you will find ( ).

Spend some time in a quite park relaxing on an old bench. Lie on your back ( ).
When you need refreshment, try coffee at a sidewalk café. Strike up a conversation with a
Parisian. This is not always easy. With such a large international population in Paris, true
naﬁv#s are hard to find these days.

Don’t miss the highlight of Paris evenings: ( ). Parisians are proud of their
cuisine. Gourmet dining is one of the indispensable joys of living. You need a special
guidebook to help you choose one of the hundreds of excellent restaurants.

The capital of France boasts every regional specialty, cheese and wine. If you don’t know
what to order, ask for the suggested menu. The chef likes to showcase his best dishes there.
Text B:

The Tour of Paris

Ah, beautiful Paris! For centuries this city has attracted the admiration of the world. The
charm of Paris captivates all who visit there.

Where can you discover the charm of Paris for yourself? Is it in the legacy of all the
French rulers who worked to beautify their beloved city? Is it in the famous castles, palaces,
statues and monuments, such as the Eiffel Tower? Can you find it in the world-class museums,
such as the Louvre? Perhaps Paris’ charm lies in ( ).
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Onit 1 Wonders Will Never Cease

When you visit Paris, you don’t have to spend all of your time visiting museums and
monuments. They are certainly worthy of your time, but ignore them for a day. Take some
time to ( ), you will find it charming.

Take a stroll along the Seine River. Browse through the art seller’s colorful paintings.
Peck through the delicate iron gates at the well-kept gardens. Watch closely for the French
attention to detail that has made France synonymous with ( ). You will see it in the design
of a doorway or arch and in the little fountains and quaint balconies. No matter where you
look, you will find everyday objects transformed into works by art.

Spend some time in a quiet park relaxing on an old bench. Lie on your back on the green
grass. When you need refreshment, try coffee at a sidewalk café. Strike up a conversation with
a Parisian. This is not always easy. ( )

Don’t miss the highlight of Paris evenings: eating out. Parisians are proud of their cuisine.
Gourmet dining is one of the indispensable joys of living. You need ( ) to help you
choose one of the hundreds of excellent restaurants.

The capital of France boasts every regional specialty, cheese and wine. If you don’t know

what to order, ask for the suggested menu. The chef likes to showcase his best dishes there.

Dialogue A
(On campus)
George: Hi, Mary, how was your trip to Portland?
Mary: Oh, the view there is spectacular.
George: And I know it is an environmentally friendly city in America.
Mary: Yes, it is an eco-city located in the Northwestern United States, in the state of Oregon.
George: But why are you packing your bicycle?
Mary: The city is famous for its support of urban bicycling, and three and a half percent of
commuters ride bikes to work, more than in any other major U.S. cities.
George: Oh, no wonder.
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Mary: So, I’'m going to get around in its downtown area by bicycle.
George: How about if you feel tired when getting around?

Mary: They have buses. All the buses in the downtown are free.
George: But you are riding your bicycle?

Mary: The buses take bicycles. And it is fareless.

George: Well, that sounds like a good idea.

Dialogue B
(In the dorm)

Tony: Hey, Linda, I found a good place for a vacation this summer.

Linda: Where is it?

Tony: It’s called Kruger National Park.

Linda: I’ve never heard about this park. Where is it located?

Tony: In South Africa.

Linda: Oh, that’s interesting. But what can you do there?

Tony: Adventure.

Linda: Yeah, that’s why people choose Africa.

Tony: You know, there are wildemness trails which allow adventurous visitors a close personal
encounter with nature.

Linda: How close would that be?

Tony: Very close, because you have to traverse large areas of unspoiled wilderness on foot for
3 days.

Linda: All by the tourists themselves?

Tony: Of course not. Tourists will be guided by experienced, armed rangers, who protect, but
more importantly unwrap the wonders of the Kruger Park.

Linda: Sounds great.

1. Read the following monologues and retell them in vour own words in

Monologue A

Mauritius is a small tropical island located in the Indian Ocean. Mauritius is well known
for its white sandy beaches and its calm lagoons. However, visitors coming to Mauritius have
a list of other places of interest that are worth visiting. Port-Louis, the capital of Mauritius, is
the most densely populated district. During the colonial period, Port-Louis was considered as

“the star and the key of the Indian Ocean”. It is the place where you will learn more about the
~d



Onit 1 Wonders Will Never Cease

history of Mauritius through many of its historical buildings that have been left since the
French and British occupations and through several of its museums namely: Mauritius Postal
Museum, Natural History Museum, Windmill Museum and Blue Penny Museum. It is also the
best place to learn more about the locals’ lifestyle and traditions.

Monologue B

It is hard to have a bad day at Monkey Jungle. In the gift shop, kids squeal “Monkeys!!!”
in anticipation, unable to contain their delight. And when you get inside, the monkeys are there,
capering, grubbing food, engaged in all manner of natural monkey-business, it seems, to
entertain you.

Monkey Jungle began in 1933 when Joseph DuMond released six crab-cating Macaques
—Java monkeys from Southeast Asia—into a ten-acre Florida hardwood hammock. “It was
Joe’s dream as a young man to establish North America’s first colony of free-ranging
monkeys,” claims Monkey Jungle literature, and he succeeded beyond his fondest
expectations.

When the Jungle expanded to 30 acres, Joe opened it as a tourist attraction. But the Java
monkeys — territorial by nature —attacked the tourists. Joe didn’t have the heart to cage the
monkeys, so he built pathways through the hammock and protected them in tunnels of wire.
This novel approach led to Monkey Jungle’s tagline, “Where the humans are caged and the
monkeys run wild.” It has remained essentially unchanged ever since.

Task: Summarize patterns and play rolesfE]

1. Work in pairs and trv to summarize the expressions about describing scenic beauty, Th

following are some of them.

Data Bank
Asking for a description Describing places

What is Mauritius like? Mauritius is a small tropical island located in the Indian
What’s interesting about Mauritius? Ocean.
What do you know about Port-Louis? Mauritius is well known for its white sandy beaches and its
How do you like the place? calm lagoons.
What do you think of the Great Wall? Port-Louis, the capital of Mauritius, is the most densely
How is Potala Palace? populated district.

~5m
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What’s particular about Berlin? Here you will be enthralled by its fantastic waterfalls.
What is Nuremberg like? The Great Wall is the best-known and most awe-inspiring
sight in China.

For sheer aesthetic beauty alone, Potala Palace is unrivalled
anywhere in the world.

Berlin is characterised by its dazzling modernity and
breathtaking architecture.

Few cities have been shaped to such an extent by history
and undergone as much major transformation as Berlin.

Nuremberg is a vibrant city with a warm, welcoming
atmosphere.

11. Practice the following conversations and one of you should finish it by translating
Conversation 1
(At Mary’s dinner party)
Tom: Hi, Mary. Welcome back. How was your trip?
Mary: 1. (fREEE, &ET Fire Island.)
Tom: How did you like it?
Mary: Oh, it’s a gorgeous place. 2. (fR— B FIX F +-#, MABREEFE. )
Tom: Really? What’s particular about the small island?
Mary: Fire Island boasts an amazing variety of activities, whether you are searching for sheer
relaxation, fun, or adventure. 3. (ZEXX B, §/MNAHERBBCHFENERA. )
Tom: Oh, yeah? I can’t wait to go there right now.
Conversation 2
(In Pat’s room)
Ted: Hi, Pat. What are you doing?
Pat: 1. (RIETEA T FIRIRE F AT MHER . )
Ted: You are so lucky that you have so many opportunities to go abroad. Where are you going
this time?
Pat: Washington, U.S.A.
Ted: 2. (HELE U, WEEM BT —NMEDHKK. )
Pat: Yes, I’ll get there on September first and my business trip will last a month.
Ted: Oh, talk about Washington and September, 3. (fRA R %45 L —N U Hoquiam f#]/ME. )
Pat: So, why?
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Ted: Because it is host to the Annual Loggers Play Day every September.

Pat: Annual Loggers Play Day. What’s that?

Ted: 4. (BE—AMMEAR TAHIBES) like axe throwing and racing on floating logs.

Pat: 5. (B AHFIARLMEK? )

Ted: You know, Hoquiam was originally the site of a Native American Indian village, but
white settlers were attracted to the area by the abundance of giant trees. Hoquiam
means “hungry for wood” and 6. (1 19 {42 50 FEARTFI, AR CL B ZHIX KT
k. )

Conversation 3

(At a travel agent’s)

Clerk: Good morning. May I help you?

Daisy: Yes. 1. (RESHELBTRF /LR, BREEAXETIENLSE. )

Clerk: Then I suggest you start with Thomas Jefferson Memorial. It’s one of the best known
landmarks in Washington D.C.

Daisy: 2. (B8 —5E &£ K& Thomas Jefferson fEE H 75 EREEIE? )

Clerk: Yeah, definitely. You know, he was a genius. He could speak six languages. He
practiced law. And he studied math, science, archeology, and botany. He was a musician,
writer and self-taught architect.

Daisy: Wow, I can’t wait to have a look and show my respect.

Clerk: 3. (B —/MBAEREMNLSIEREY RSN, FDR as it is called.

Daisy: Mmm, I know he is considered to be one of the greatest presidents in America.

Clerk: Yeah, and 4. GXJEL &1 B H R LEG R, )

Daisy: Is it because Franklin D. Roosevelt was crippled by polio when he was a child?

Clerk: Hmm. Actually the fact that he was crippled was kept a secret from American public at
that time. 5. (5 RIXFFR XML SR RA T FRIHEAIHE. )

Conversation 4

(At an evening party)

Li Ming: Hi, Lucy, would you like to go to the cinema with me this weekend?

Lucy: Yeah, I’d like to.

Li Ming: What kind of movie is your favorite?

Lucy: American old-western stories. 1. (REHA — KT LLEA — L 44f. )

Li Ming: Ah-hah. A female cowboy?

Lucy: You know, 2. (A47&ZE(R B X M) Pendleton fFEE&28 1 — IR A I KFUBRI A4 3E

T
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TR )
Li Ming: A rodeo. What do you mean?
Lucy: 3. (R—MREHIES, SMHFHEERELE. )
Li Ming: Mm-hmm... What will happen in the competition?
Lucy: Bull riding, bareback riding, wild cow milking, and steer wrestling. 4. (N ERXH . )
Li Ming: Wow !

Task: Develop your speaking skills =

. Work in

. Describe a place you may choose for (your honeymoon, your study abroad, your Golden
Week trip...)

. What kind of places can be labeled as places of interest?

airs or in small groups to talk about the following topics.

—

. Name some of the scenic beauties you have been to before. How do you like them?
. What do people usually do on a backpacking vacation?

. What rules should tourists observe when visiting tourist attractions?

. Name seven wonders of the ancient world.

. Give suggestions to the students who are trip-lovers but do not have much money.

. Present your opinions about the protection of historical buildings.

00 ~1 N WL K W

gether with your partner-and ima

siven below,)

Situation 1

rinie your own situation based on the informatior

You have just come back from a four-day trip to Mount Tai. During the four days, you
were obsessed by the beautiful scenery there. Talk with your friends about why Mount Tai is
often regarded the foremost of the Five Sacred Mountains in China.

Clues:

Mount Tai is a mountain of historical and cultural significance.

Traces of human presence at Mount Tai date back to the Paleolithic period.

The Temple of the God of Mount Tai is the largest and most complete ancient building
complex in the area.

Religious worship of Mount Tai has a tradition of 3,000 years.

Mount Tai has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1987.

~8~
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Situation 2

Share your knowledge about the criteria for world natural heritage with your classmates.
Clues:

A White House conference in 1965 called for a “World Heritage Trust” to preserve “the
world’s superb natural and scenic areas and historic sites for the present and the future of the
entire world citizenry.”

World natural heritage should contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of
exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance.

World natural heritage should represent significant on-going ecological and biological
processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine
ecosystems and communities of plants and animals.

Situation 3

Two international students are discussing the cheapest way of traveling in the U.K.
Clues:

One of the most advisable ways of traveling for students is hitchhiking.

Hitchhiking (also known as thumbing, hitching, auto-stop or thumbing up a ride) is a
means of transportation that is gained by asking people, usually strangers, for a ride in their
automobile or other road vehicles to travel a distance that may either be short or long.
Situation 4

Compare different measures taken by Greek and Chinese governments (or other countries
with long history) in taking care of historical relics.

Clues:

Wednesday in Beijing, officials from China’s Cultural Relics Bureau and the Cultural
Ministry of Greece attended the signing of a memorandum.

Both countries agree to reinforce collaboration to prevent the illegal excavation and
smuggling of cultural relics.

Both countries will keep each other appraised as each country’s cultural relics appear in
the international market place.

There is provision for sharing information and for cooperation in investigations.

The agreement also provides for training in cultural relics management and security both
in China and Greece.
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vour discussions in ¢lass,

A: I like traveling, but it needs money.
B: You are right. It’s hard to balance low budget and expensive trip?
A: Do you have any good ideas?

B: Why don’t you travel in the off-season?

Suggestions:

B Travel in the off-season
B  Travel by asking for free ride

B Travel in less-developed places

1. Debating — you are about fo hold a speech competition in the form of debating on the topic

“Historical relics should be preserved”, Organize several groups in your class with equal

members in each group.

Step 1: Work in pairs and brainstorm some words, expressions and ideas about the topic, such
as the relationship between historical relic preservation and cultural tourism
development.

Step 2: In small groups, write down the three questions that your group members think worth
debating.

Step 3: Have one group members serve as the positive part and the other as the negative part.

Step 4: Present your group work to the whole class in the form of debating,

Step 5: After the required time, let one person in each group sum up their main ideas.

Step 6: One of the judges announces the winning group of the competition.

{ perform it in front of the class,
Big Fish

(Big Fish is a wondrous tale of an adventurous man, Edward Bloom)

I{1. Prdctice 4 mini-drama in grou

~10~
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Scene I
(Edward Bloom volunteered to negotiate with a giant, Karl, who disturbed the peaceful

life of Ashton.)

Edward Bloom: Hello. My name is Edward Bloom, and I wanna talk to you!

Karl: Go away!

Edward Bloom: Now, I’m not going anywhere until you show yourself!

Karl: I said, go away! Why are you here?

Edward Bloom: So you can eat me. The town decided to send a human sacrifice and I
volunteered. My arms are a little stringy, but there’s some good eating in my legs. I mean,
I’d be tempted to eat them myself. So I guess, well, if you’d just get it over quickly,
because I’m not much for pain, really. Oh, come on! I can’t go back! I’m a human
sacrifice! If T go back, they’ll think I’'m a coward. I'd rather be dinner than a coward.
Here, you can start with my hand. It’ll be an appetizer.

Karl: 1 don’t want to eat you. I don’t want to eat anybody. I just get so hungry. I'm just too big.

Edward Bloom: Did you ever think that maybe you’re not too big, but maybe this town is just
too small? I’ve heard in real cities there are buildings so tall that you can’t even see the
tops of them.

Karl: Really?

Edward Bloom: Oh, I wouldn’t lie to you. And all-you-can-eat buffets. Now you can eat a lot,
can’t you?

Karl: I can.

Edward Bloom: So why are you wasting your time in a small town? You’re a big man. You
should be in a big city.

Karl: You’re just trying to get me to leave, aren’t you?

Edward Bloom: Well, I do want you to leave, Karl. But I want to leave with you. I mean, you
think this town is too small for you? Well, it’s too small for a man of my ambition. So,
what do you say? Join me?

Karl: Okay.

Scene 11

(Edward Bloom waved farewell to the folks in Ashton, leaving with the giant to a big,
new world.)
Mayor: Edward Bloom, first son of Ashton. It’s with a heavy heart that we see you go. But

take with you this key to the city, and know that any time you want to come back, all our
~11~




