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Foreword

In recent years much attention has been paid to the scien-
tific and regular standard (method) of the teaching and leaming
of Chinese language for foreign students, which has experi-
enced an important transformation from the irregular training in-
to the regular teaching and leaming. The announcement of
“General Program of Chinese Words Level and Graded Chinese
Characters (1992)” and “General Program of Grade Standard of
Chinese Level and Grammar” (1995) issued by the Office of
State Leading Group for Teaching as a Foreign Language is an
important sign of this transformation. Both of them provide the
definite and reliable basis for the teaching of Chinese language
and the Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) is especially consid-
ered an important testing measure for the level of Chinese lan-
guage. According to the two Programs concemed and referring
to the contents of HSK, we have compiled this Standard Chi-
nese Course.

The Course consists of four stages, i.e. the introduction
(two books) , the elementary (three books), the intermediate
(four books) and the advanced (three books). The following
form shows clearly the inter — relationships of the Course, Chi-
nese level, grade standard, teaching grade and HSK:



Chinese Grade Teaching
Course Crad HSK

! | . level | standard |

!“‘"? o Grade A
mm Grade one | | elementary

elementary Grade B

interme- || interme- | oo | Ll Grade two [—| intermediate

1 1 Grade D —=| Grade three
Grade E Grade four

More explanations for the compiling of this course are stat-
ed as follows:

1. We have done our best to make the course scientific,
practical, systematic while selecting interesting materials to
arouse the interest of the leamers. We have introduced lan-
guage materials proceeding from the low standard to the high
standard in an orderly way to help the leamers to acquire the
standard modem Chinese step by step.

2. The integral parts of the Course are supplemental and
connective, yet relatively independent. So the course can be
used as a basic textbook for foreign students studying at the
Chinese Department of universities. At the same time the parts
of the Course can be used respectively by foreign students for
short or mid - term leamning purposes.

3. Structure-function-culture, the 3 in 1 teaching
method, is proved positive in the practice of the teaching of
Chinese language for foreign students these years. It is also the
basic compiling principle of this Course. But each part is em-
phasized for its specific conditions.
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4. Each lesson in the parts of the Course generally con-
tains text, words, grammatical notes and exercises, and the a-
bility of listening, speaking, reading and writing are put into
practice with equal stress. Due to the different compiling struc-
ture for each part, a special statement goes at the beginning of
each part for the explanation.

5. Due to the development of language teaching and
leaming, an adjustment for the Course has been made for the
quantity and range of the Chinese words, Chinese characters
and the contents of Chinese grammar on the scale of 20%
based on the Programs mentioned above. Teachers who use the
Course can increase the number of Chinese words and supple-
ment proper items of Chinese grammar to meet the needs of
leamers.

This Course is taken as a planned teaching material of the
Office of State Leading Group for Teaching Chinese as a For-
eign Language. Intemnational Cultural Exchange School of Fu-
dan University has engaged in the work of editing and writing.
Part of the teaching staff of the Intemational Chinese Culture
Institute of East China Normal University are also invited to
take part in the work. The Course has been compiled for more
than two years and the manuscripts have been revised several
times, and all the compilers have worked diligently and cau-
tiously, experiencing hardships and happiness just as fishes en-
joy themselves in water. The leadership of National Office of
Chinese Language has attached great importance to the compil-
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ing of the Course and given directions repeatedly. Some experts
of brotherly universities have also proposed many suggestions to
the compiling of the Course. We express our sincere thanks
here. We expect the teachers and students who use the Course
to give us their valuable advice for the revision of the Course in
the future.
Wang Guoan

October, 1997
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