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Wang Shen Ren’s Artistic Resume

Wang Shen Ren was born in 1941 in the city of
Dalian, in northern China. He graduated from the Lu
Xun Fine Arts Academy in 1963 with a degree in 011

painting. After graduating, he spent twenty vyears
engaged in fine arts educational work. He has also
created many fine art works and won many awards

over the years. Indeed, he was once vice—president
of the City 0il Rdlntlng Co—operative when he was
living in Ben Xi city.

Since 1985, Wang Shen Ren has been in the interior

design business. He is the general manager of
Dalian Hai Wang Interior Decoration and Design
l.td, and holds the position of senior Industrial
Deslgner He is also Vice—Chairman of the Dalian
Interior Decoration and Design Association. He
has personally managed designs for several hundred
projects. Dalian Hai Wang %nterior Decoration and
Design Ltd has been classified by the Chinese
Ministry of Construction as a top-class design
enterprise.

In 2004, the Chinese Decoration Association awarded
him the title of “national achievement — senior
interior designer” . While being involved in the
design profession, he also successfully studied
and graduated with an MA degree in Fine Art from
the Capital Pedagogical Unlver51ty and the Central
University of Nationalities in 2001.

In 2007, Wang Shen Ren received training in oil

pdlntlng from a Russian Balawei Academy professor
who came to China. He has created many gutstanding
works of fine art, and his oil painting, "Homeland -
- 19377, was selected for the tenth session of the
national art exhibition. As well as this, he has
won the gold medal in Liao Ning province; his oil
painting Sentiment Complex” was selected for the
sixth series of natlonal sports exhibitions; his
watercolor painting “Dalian” was selected for the
eighth series of National Watercolor Painting, the
Gouache exhibition. He has also lectured in the US
at the University of Kansas.

At present, he is a member of the China Artists’
ASSOCl&IlOH a committee member for the Dun Huang
arts Lenter and a member of the Dalian Artists’
Association; he is also consultant to a watercolor
painting association.

An Incredible Story

a preface for Wang brothers

It was a very passionate era. In the autumn
of 1972, Shen Ren and 1 were standing in the
compartment corridor of an express train, smoking
cheap cigarettes. Neither of us had a seat on the
train, which was passing through the outskirts of
the town of Dandong, on its way to Beijing. [t was
approaching midnight, but we were not tired. We
actually only decided to visit Bei jing when the
train passed Benxi station an hour later, because
we had received a phone call from the province

s creative team, telling us that the 01ﬂ painting
we had worked on together had been selected for the
China Art Museum, and also for the China National
Art Exhibition. This was fantastic news for young

people like us. When we got on the Dandong train, we
didn’ t even check if we had enough money for our
return to Dalian.

In order to do this oil painting entitled "Long-Term
Plan” , we had been to a building site to witness
and experience real, working life; there we had seen
enormous drills, several dozen meters high, and
blast furnaces that worked 24 hours a day. [t was a
hard winter.

We only had one desire, which was to listen to
Chairman Mao s words. He believed that all workers,
peasants and soldiers had in them an inexhaustible

source of creative artistic inspiration. After the
summer, 1 was transferred to the provincial art
gallery creative team, where [ worked very hard.
My team was always the first to start work and the
last to leave. We had to eat cakes of leavened corn
flour, fried rice noodles and cabbage

I remember that after the painting was delivered to
the Beijing National Art Museum, we went for a drink
to celebrate. I wasn’” t used to much alcohol, but
I drank too much, got very drunk in the restaurant,
and had to be carried back to my Fine Arts institute
accommodation.

The next day, when we got off the train, we went
directly to the China National Art Museum because
there was an opening ceremony on that day. We saw

many of our acquaintances. Everybody we met asked us
the same question: “Has your painting been selected
yet?”

At that time, we hadn’ t received a penny for
our painting, and even had to pay out of our own
pockets to visit the exhibition, but we still did
not complain. We were simply hdppV d01ng what we
were doing. It was really incredi After the
ceremony began, we just followed the Crowd through
the exhibition. When we finally met again, at

noon in the exhibition hall, we were deflated,
exhausted and disappointed. We hadn’ t seen our
painting. After almost six months of hard work on

our masterpiece, we had been told that it was to be
hung in the Museum’ s before the opening ceremony.
But, apparently, when they checked our work, a_ man
t give 1t a
they took 1t
all this a

from the Cultural Revolution didn’
unfortunately,
We heard

positive review. So,

down from the gallery wall.
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few vears later from a member of the Provincial Art

Association.

After that, I resigned and relocated to the
mountains of Liao Dong area. For several dozen
years, | painted for a living. ‘Afterwards, | went to
Russia, Japan and the USA, wandering all over the
world. Shen Ren left the arts industry and decided
to set up a commercial interior design business,

which he did for 30 years. He became very successful
financially. OLLdslondllv, when we get together,

we talk about the “Long-Term Plan” oil painting
and laugh. We have had to have a real “long—term
plan” 1n our lifelong struggles.

But then came days of ominous thunderclouds, when
fortunes changed suddenly. On the positive side
was the great national tide of reform and opening—
up; but, unfortunately, around that time, Shen Ren
had a bhrain hemorrhage. What made it even more
difficult was that he was also going through a
painful divorce. Fortunately he survived. However,
whcn he returned from hospital, his right hand was
disabled. It was his business partner - Li Jian,
who is ten years younger than him - who took him
home, and helped him begin a new path in his life

and his career. Later, they married. After receiving
gredt care and attention, his condition improved and
he started to train to pa1nt with his left hand--

In 2005, when 1 was preparing for my art exhibition
in the United States, % received a call from him,

and he said he would also like to visit his son in
New York. So we two couples travelled to the US
together., First, we lived for two months in a small
town called Lawrence in the centre of the USA.

There are always a lot of things to talk about when
visiting a foreign country. These are the warmest
memories of our lives.

We completed our exhibition and lecture activities
in Kansas in August, and immediately flew to New
York. On a cloudy nlght I saw Shen Ren’ s son,

Wang Yang, at the front of a group of friends who
were waiting at the airport. Because of Shen Ren’ s
divorce from his previous marriage, I didn’ t know
how his son would react when he saw his father with
his current wife — Li Jian. My heart was pounding.

But when father and son met, ﬁey hugged each other
tightly. Wang Yang was in tears. It didn’ t matter
what had happened in the past; they were still a
family. My wife and 1 were also in tears Wang
Yang shook hands with Li Jian and said: “Thank you
for looking after my dad over the vears.” Finally,
I relaxed. The matter was settled.

LLiving in Wang yang newly located house in New York,
Shen %en met his grandson, granddaughter, son, and
daughter—in—law. f%y tlnallv appeared on his fage
and so he enjoyed spending time with his family--

Then we all visited Times Square at night, went
to Long Island to see the sea, went to Canada to
see the waterfalls, and went to a national US
celebration in Washlngton

Because Wang Yang had his own house, we didn’ t
feel like strangers living in a forelgn place; we
two elderly couples even enjoyed daily life there
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and started to cook in New York. We made dumplings,
cooked pickled cabbage, and also often went to
Chinese restaurants to eat buffet—style. If we had
not already had our return flights booked, we would
have been reluctant to return to our homes and our
responsibilities.

After we came back from the US, Shen Ren’ s physical
and mental health gldduallv improved. [ was 1in
Beijing, but [ heard that he had transferred his
business to his wife to manage, so that he could
concentrate on painting. In fact, the paintings he
had done with his right hand had never won any major
awards; it was only when he was forced to switch
to his left hand that fortune smiled on him. In
2004, his recently completed oil painting, “1937—
Homelands” , won the gold medal at the Liaoning
Province art exhibition, and was selected to be
exhibited at the China National Art Exhibition.

In 2008, when [ was preparing to edit a celebrity’ s
art album, [ went to Dalian to look for him. Because
Shen Yen had suggested that his younger brother,
Wang Shen Yi, could help me with it. He is another
famous dltlbt and a member of the China Artists’

Association: we had already met before. After that
meeting, deg Shen Yi took out many of his sketches
of the town of Gan Nan, and talked about the days
he had spent there. He said he had never seen a
sky so blue or snow so white as there. Everything
was so simple and so richly colorful. After he came
back home, he took 5 years to complete the huge
oil pdlntlng “"Pilgrimage The picture depicted a
hundred people and touched many more.

According to the custom, it is the responsibility
of the famous artist to write his own preface
Moreover, the Wang Brothers are my seniors. DBut,
Speaklng as the writer of this book, and one who
has been friends with Shen Ren for many years, I am
convinced that no-one else understands his artistic
life more than T do. 1 remember when Shen Ren and I
went to the Atlas Waterfall in Canada; we looked up
dt the vast blast and were choked with emotion. He
Shed deeply: “T really want to live for another
Vcars" he said. It is not hard to understand
hls attachment to life. Even at his age, he still
paints hard and diligently every day; his kind of
Bplrié does not yield to age, and does not want to
e o

Wang Shen Ren and Wang Shen Yi are brothers, but
the lives they have chosen are entirely different.
One is an entrepreneur who has striven for success
in the world of business for half a lifetime; the
other 1is not motivated by money, and has become,
in the end, a Buddhist artist. They are incredibly
different. But they have one thing in common: the
single-minded pursuit of art.

As the Buddhist saVIn
of death, death 1is
death death in llie,
this”

I would like
brothers and
artistic life,

goes: “Life is a continuation
e beglnnlng of life, life in
life does not die, Just like

to dedicate this book to the
to wish them many future years
and much success.

Wang
of
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