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Unit 1 Politics 1

Unit 1 Politics
G

1. The Constitution ZEi%x

In the world, every country has its own constitutional law, no
matter what it is, written or unwritten. Generally speaking, in a
country’s legal system, its constitutional law is the fundamental law,
which has supreme legal authority and, in legal form, defines the
basic system and basic tasks of the country. Here is about the Consti-
tution which is the fundamental law of the U. S. federal system of
government and a landmark document of the Western world. It is the
oldest written national constitution in operation, completed in 1787 at
the Constitutional Convention' of 55 delegates who met in Philadel-
phia’ , ostensibly to amend the Articles of Confederation. The Consti-
tution was ratified in June 1788, but because ratification in many
states was contingent on the promised addition of a Bill of Rights®,
Congress’ proposed 12 amendments in September 1789; 10 were rati-
fied by the states, and their adoption was certified on Dec. 15, 1791.
The framers were especially concerned with limiting the power of the
government and securing the liberty of citizens. The Constitution's
separation of the legislative, executive and judicial branches of gov-
ernment, the checks and balances of each branch against the other,
and the explicit guarantees of individual liberty were all designed to
strike a balance between authority and liberty.

More than 200 years ago, when the colonists gained their inde-
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pendence, one of their objectives was to give themselves a system of
government in whxch each person would be able to live his own life
without fear of bemg {H- treated or mterfered with by political or reli-
gious authorities. Another obje¢tive’was to be free of the damage and
misery caused by war, and to énsure that there should be no room in
their new country for the national rivalries and hatreds that they had
left behind in Europe. Under this condition, a new constitution was
on its way of drafting, actually, also for the Articles of Confederation
were not enough to suffice the new nation. They lacked a Bill of
Rights and weakened the new, immature America. The Constitution
added. the Bill of Rights and gave citizens basic freedoms, such as
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, etc.

The Constitution of the United States comprises the primary law
of the U. S, Federal Government. It also describes the three chief
branches of the Federal Government and their jurisdictions. In addi-
tion, it lays out the basic rights of citizens of the United States. In
this way, under this advanced constitution, the newly independent
nation can be able to develop and become the strongest nation all over
the world later.

Like other national constitutions, the U. S. Constitution establi-
shes a general framework for organizing and operating a government.
It is not a detailed blueprint for governing on a day-to-day basis. The
Constitution consists of only about 7,500 words. It does not attempt
to consider the details of how to run the national government. Offi-
cials who run the government supply the details that fit the general
framework.

At the beginning of a new nation, a stronger central administra-
tion was needed if the nation was going to survive, In order to work
efficiently and avoid autocracy, in accordance with the new constitu-

tion, the principle of limited government is its essence. The main
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goal of the principle of limited government is to counter and prevent
the person or the collection from grapping all the powers and to abuse
the power of the government, safeguards citizen’s democracy rights,
especially the minority. It is the main means to implement that limits
the government to depend on the people, but it is not sufficient, it al-
so needs ancillary protective measures to implement, such as separa-
tion of powers. After more than 200 years, the principle of limited
government is still the main principle of the U. S. political life. The
Constitution placed some restrictions on congressional power. For ex-
ample, Congress could not stop the slave trade until 1808 nor could it
restrict habeas corpus, the right of a person accused of a crime to
know the charges against him, pass ex post facto laws, which make
something a crime after the fact, give preference to any port of com-
merce, or grant or allow any federal officeholder to accept a title of
nobility. Nor could members of Congress serve simultaneously in any
other civil office.

Under the Constitution, ratified in 1788, Congress was divided
into two houses and power was distributed among the legislative, ex-
ecutive and judicial branches of the federal government and the
states. In addition to the sections pertaining to Congress, several
other parts of the Constitution assign duties and powers to the Presi-
dent and judiciary. For example, the President can dispatch military
forces to put down civil disorder or rebellion or to enforce federal laws
if necessary. The Constitution also places limits on the powers of of-
ficials such as the President, Supreme Court justices and members of
Congress. This kind of limitation, to some extent, restricted the cen-
tralization of the government so that the preliminary development in
politics, economy and foreign affairs were guaranteed.

Such limitations on the expressed powers granted to the govern-

ment protect the liberties of the people. For example, although the
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U.S. Treasury Department’ collects taxes, an act of Congress must
authorize any expenditure of that tax money. More generally, the
first 10 amendments to the Constitution, known collectively as the
Bill of Rights, protect the liberties of the people. All government of-
ficials must follow the Constitution when carrying out their duties.
For example, the Constitution (Article 6) says that “no religious test
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office of public trust in
the United States”. Thus the President may not require any employ-
ees of the executive branch of government to attend church services in
order to keep their jobs, The Constitution grants powers in the name
of the people, and the government draws its power from the consent
of the governed. The document assumes that government officials
will use their powers in the interests of the people. The preamble to
the Constitution says, “We the People of the United States. . .do or-
dain and establish this Constitution for the United States of Ameri-
ca. ” Representatives of the people wrote and approved the Constitu-
tion of the United States. Granting certain powers to government in
the name of the people gives legitimacy to the government because
most of the people, viewing it as legal and proper, are likely to find it
acceptable.

The protection to private property is also the essence of the
American Constitution. The limited power is the essence and attrib-
ute of government system that the American Constitution confirms.
The lawmaking style of the American higher law is restricting the use
of power which restricts the private property. The constitutionalism
practice of American higher law is judicial to whether restricting the
use of government power which restricts the private property has
come to reality., The protection of private property promoted the sta-
bility of the newly born country and encouraged individuals to con-

tribute to the national development. In this way, people living in a
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condition of economic security can be able to create wealth and con-
tribute to the fortune accumulation of the country.

The 1787 Constitution also succeeded in the farmers’ goal of cre-
ating a huge free-trade zone. For all of the courts’ and the Court’s
questionable interpretations of this document and for all of its abuse
at the hands of Congresses and Presidents, efforts by state and local
governments to protect producers from competition outside of their
jurisdictions have largely failed. Sure there are exceptions. But the
fact that Floridians can buy oranges from California®, Californians
can buy wine from Washington state, residents of Washington state
can buy apples from North Carolina, North Carolinians can buy sea-
food from Louisiana’, and so on, is a happy testament to the success
of the Constitution’s commerce clause in creating a huge duty-free,
and now transcontinental market that encouraged the division of labor
to deepen and, hence, promoted incredible, widespread prosperity.
The development of the economy is the crucial and basic requirement
for a new nation to deal with all kinds of situations at home or
abroad. Domestically, the infrastructure was required at the begin-
ning of the new government; externally, the defense power needs to
strengthen with money confronting with the threat of Britain and
France.

The 1787 American Constitution played an important role at the
beginning of the new country. After 200 years, the Constitution has
been constantly revised and improved so that the United States as the
world’s most typical Western democracies has never had any split
with the dictatorship, the United States for long-term stability and
development have made indelible contributions to becoming the big-

gest bright spot in American politics.
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Words and Expressions

amendment n.
ancillary adj.
autocracy n.
bright spot

essence n.

habeas corpus

judicial adj.
legislative adj.
nobility n,
officeholder n.
ordain v.
ratification n.

simultaneously adwv.

widespread adj.
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Notes to the Text

1. Constitutional Convention £[E 1787 f£H XL HELSVE
EE 1787 FE 5 AERWEATWSIN . BWHRUEETHETXKRESIL
WEHNREEERRELANEER, HRESWUBAREEFRE -BPE
¥, BEHESURARBRERBRRABESNN IR, HEREFY
ERTERR 13 MR o MNGHAEA BB . FARITFRXR
MEWARARMATHEBRO@E, HEXTRBEEHT OB HRE RS
HSURREE—BRBEEEERTMAEMER,

2. Philadelphia i BWEXEHNRMB, W EER AT . b
EXHARNBE, BB HENEEHC RSB A, BRE 18 Hgdhet,
BMAREESEERTESTMNRT. F—-KNBE K AH <L
(Continental Congresses) ¥ BRF MBI, MEEHELEERBLELEDR
BEEMEEN. N¥H - PEH (Betsy Ross ) EX BB HARTEEH
i HXTTH - RO ERETTALS A, XERLEEMENE
REMGES H. Philadelphia RFBIE EHRPEZE" . X/ HE
160 A AN KIS, Z4N%ERE R E/DMEANBRRE.

3. Bill of Rights M FIZR MHMEBHRWREZEEEPE—Z
BHAEZBER, YZXEELEREXSEMNIENAHAEN, KE
B RN ER O ZER Y, A XA BN REEEP2
BRP . BB - FlRECH TR ERFERIER - FFREFH#
FRFEROEETE. AMRAENMERUEEBERKELE M
ABEED L B EEBREETNEEHRAET TR E LA 4
dB. 1B FERMA 12 ZBERER B, BHP 2 Kkae@E.
1791 412 A 15 HHAK K 10 RIEERKEE L, B WA FERHO
FER), NAHBRERPANE 11 K7 1992 EBRREMAE, LYK
EBCHFBER. REABERZILBESEEIHLANTS.

4. Congress @2 MR ERXEBELEIL, HSIBEMAINE
HR. ZUABHEMERBEEEN . BN 2 8. TTEMAENESE
W, AAYR 1004, BESWRALIERK S ENXERARE W
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9, YN A HMMBER. £ 6 F,8 2 FE 1/3, EHA &
£ RIWABBREMADHE SR, B EREE L. EMNED 14,
ANBEE R 435 & AW 25 B MEAXELARCH 7 6, Hiketh
wHMNYER, FH2E BEETEME. ARNEKBEEEALE N
Eil . WRAAGHRELBBUFRS .

5. U.S. Treasury Department ¥ E M3 ZEMWEHIPHE L TF
1789 ., b HEEKPHMIBFE S EB I HEF EMFRSF EEE
®EAT, B MBWUAH XS T W BB K EERARBOR , #17 B bR
WMEXS. WEHKESENEERPBE_MN . UEEFRETESE
HA HBREXNTRBT EWBERARBTHEMNERF ZBITHE
FER, HE-RZOE WEREATERLR LK ZBOREITIE,
XEHRASETUREEENER.

6. California MFBWREM BEEEHRI MM, BEERBPLXFE
FRBM—NMN EPETEET. HEAKFE. EEAREESEE =X
Mo2EAD ERERE KM, IFIEE WMNT e RIEHE IR .
PO EAOMB LR T2 ZHA. B TRERNBSH MAERTEM
HPLFR N E S M (The Golden State) . HIEMH AL 5 91.3%, FTESE
FAERKPHFGREBX, P 0N REEELIMEBPFELTR AL
U—i#, WHALESSOXU FHEFMBERATFTFEREAEFEN.
FHUTEHBNEAGREABRFENEEX, ERHEFERNTTE.

7. Louisiana S HRMMN MEMETHRMNEZEHPEBH—1
Mo JLERTE M, IS TN, R EFEE LN BBV,
TE 50 MM FISE 31 7, HNEHEH (Baton Rouge) . F—NEKH
BEHERMIETRTEMARZTEIRTAHESL - 8 - BE (Her-
nando de Soto) , 1541 SEP B F IR REEFF LB K M LI, 1682 4
FEARANEAMSIEEMEEEN R, BEERRFERFRUY
At B E E B 5 1V /Y 4 5 i 43X — Hb X N B8 5 BT TR, BB 5 Y
T, 1731 FERAIEERRM, 1762 FHRHTNEEFHBRH
S EAMFE R M, 1800 FEITEE. 1803 FRE L1500 TRTM
FEBABEAGELRAEEZLKOEN X, P a5 L
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M. 1812 4EBE B BT A M N A BRIR, BV K E S 18 M. 1861 4F b
g iR B EBKFS AR DTSRI, 1868 EEFTINABKH

Questions

1. Is US Constitution helpful in alleviating the class contradic-
tions?

2. How important is the 1787 Constitution to the newly country?

3. How many main parts does the U. S, Constitution consist of?

4. What was the significance of the first written Constitution to
the whole world?

5. How many amendments does the Constitution include?

2. American Democracy £ERF

Democracy’ , which derives from the Greek word “demos”, or
“people”, is defined, basically, as government in which the supreme
power is vested in the people. In some forms, democracy can be exer-
cised directly by the people; in large societies, it is by the people
through their elected.agents. Or, in the memorable phrase of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’, democracy is government “of the people, by
the people, and for the people’”.

Freedom and democracy are often used interchangeably, but the
two are not synonymous. Democracy is indeed a set of ideas and prin-
ciples about freedom, but it also consists of practices and procedures
that have been molded through a long, often tortuous history. De-
mocracy is the institutionalization of freedom.

Democracy is an ancient concept, dating back 2,500 years to the
Athenian city-state. But democratic ideals did not take root in the
modern world until the late 18th century. Since that time, this pow-

erful system for social and political organization has spread around the
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globe and takes as many different forms as there are democratic coun-
tries. One thing remains constant, however, a respect for all citizens’
right to participate in decisions about how they are governed. The
following are three aspects which embody democracy in the country,
Rule of Law!

For much of human history, rulers and law were synonymous-—
law was simply the will of the ruler. A first step away from such tyr-
anny was the notion of rule by law, including the notion that even a
ruler is under the law and should rule by virtue of legal means. De-
mocracies went further by establishing the rule of law. Although no
society or government system is problem-free, rule of law protects
fundamental political, social and economic rights ard reminds us that
tyranny and lawlessness are not the only alternatives.

e Rule of law means that no individual, president or private citi-
zen, stands above law. Democratic governments exercise au-
thority by way of law and are themselves subject to law’s con-
straints,

» Laws should express the will of the people, not the whims of
kings, dictators, military officials, religious leaders or self-
appointed political parties.

¢ Citizens in democracies are willing to obey the laws of their
society, then, because they are submitting to their own rules
and regulations. Justice is best achieved when the laws are es-
tablished by the very people who must obey them.

¢ Under the rule of law, a system of strong, independent courts
should have the power and authority, resources and the pres-
tige to hold government officials, even top leaders, accounta-
ble to the nation’s laws and regulations.

e For this reason, judges should be well trained, professional,

independent and impartial. To serve their necessary role in
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the legal and political system, judges must be committed to
the principles of democracy.

e The laws of a democracy may have many sources: written
constitutions, statutes and regulations, religious and ethical
teachings and cultural traditions and practices. Regardless of
origin the law should enshrine certain provisions to protect
the rights and freedoms of citizens,

* Under the requirement of equal protection under the law, the
law may not be uniquely applicable to any single individual or
group.

¢ Citizens must be secure from arbitrary arrest and unreasona-
ble search of their homes or the seizure of their personal prop-
erty.

* Citizens charged with crimes are entitled to a speedy and pub-
lic trial, along with the opportunity to confront and question
their accusers. If convicted, they may not be subjected to cru-
el or unusual punishment.

¢ Citizens cannot be forced to testify against themselves. This
principle protects citizens from coercion, abuse or torture and
greatly reduces the temptation of police to employ such meas-
ures.

Popular Sovereignty’

Sovereignty, by definition, means the greatest authority and
power to command all others. Every nation-state in the modern world
has sovereignty. It may reside in a king, in a parliament, or in the
state. In the case of the United States, popular sovereignty means
that people are sovereign, because they, by consent, “do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of America”. By
resting sovereignty in the people, the notion suggests, in theory at

least, that a government can always be changed, preferably by major-



