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AT RBRE LB IHERFIMERER “TARIR
ERHONFARR. REALRBAEEFRKEL KL
(EIMARRBREER) PN F R IE, FRRHE
B EFREETEE, BRAK, M EECL+HERE
BFEXERKR, ET O THBLE:

This book contains some of my research findings
while I was teaching Modern Chinese at the Foreign
Language Department of Shanghai  Normal
University. Adopting basically Mr. Zhang Zhigong’s
Provisional Grammatical System in Modern Chinese ,
and drawing upon the quintessence of the writings of
other grammarians as well as my own teaching prac-
tice, I make the following revisions:

1. ERERIBER. RIEERE. EmzhiEafzhia
ZRE—RESRAEBEFHREXRLE; RIEERF
(H¥ria) “ =" fkiE (2E RE. 808 . B8 &8, kR
RALE(HRENHN R ENESEE, a9 FEMHE
KRBT o

I discarded the “compound predicate” version,

Instead I combine verbs with modal verbs and direc-
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tional verbs as the endocentric relation in a complicat-
ed predicate. 1 combine the link verbs “;&” with
nouns, pronouns, numerals and measure words and
look upon them as the predicate-object relation. (The
word“ 2" placed before an adjective is looked upon as

an adverbial).

2. EAFEAHE,BRIASWBHRE—H, EDTFF
FETHITELH, U, RIEWMBOIIANEFES Fo X
B, IARENEFEADA=ANER TEMBEEBRAT
FHEFERS;RIBNIMER D FRAEHRS; BB R
E. 2B HERRERD .

Regarding the elements in a sentence, I hold that
complements, like objects, are not neglectable in a
sentence, so I count the complements into related
elements. Thus, the sentence elements in modern
Chinese are divided into three levels: subjects and
predicates are the primary elements; objects and com-
plements are additional elements; attributes, adverbi-
als and modifiers of a whole sentence are secondary
elements.

3. R AT EZG(AFHANEE)NHE, TEH
DASBEEZEDT, AN RETEFEAXR L BEENGT
WGR4a", RANTBIEEGFERNPRRNTUREY
BE,MATMRYRERMENEDFHAS, ZHGEEEE
24, XRARVEGEZFEAFFEREN—FMDE,

I have enlarged the extension of the embedded
structure sentence pattern. In the former writings,

the embedded structure sentence is defined as such
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that only the Subject-Predicate(S-P) phrase is used as
the predicate. But my definition is broader in that the
S-P phrase can be used not only as a predicate, but
also as all other elements in a sentence. This is a
sentence pattern with Chinese characteristics in
modern Chinese construction.

BHRRAER D, REHET T AFRS D40 HFSWT.
EEIBE KB (AMBE) . (BiB) . ORIB) . [ BH%RS (B2
AEWE) |, K. EEREIE,

I have made analysis on all the sentence elements in
the Chinese sentences of this book. The symbols are as
follows: Subject; Predicate; Object; (Complement); (At-
tribute) ; (Adverbial]; {Special Elements (a modifier of the
whole sentence) | ; Pivot. Please pay attention to them,

MNOBAFEIRMIES AL —£ER, NS
FOTARTBEEFHRITHE G H ARG\ BB GL
ﬁ(’ﬂjﬂ)ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ.%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁ?iﬁﬁ%ﬁ
W B,

It is really a shortcut to learn a language starting

from sentence patterns, And my summing up 8 con-
cise and typical sentence patterns from the complicated
modern Chinese syntax is somewhat a try, thus mis-
takes may be unavoidable, I beg sincerely both
specialists and readers to give me comments and cor-

rections,
ALETENBRAS R EREREAET ML EY,
B LSS X E R AR AR, 1, R—FE 58
The book is translated into English by Mr. Shi
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Zhongshan, associate professor of English College,
University of Science and Technology of China
(USTC), and is published by Shanghai Haiwen
Audio-Video Publishing House. I hereby express my
thanks to them.

THE
=00w#LA+A
Ding Haosen
September 10,2004



Hi ok

Contents
&

Preface

/]

i3

—. MRBRAEN 4]
A Brief Introduction to
Modern Chinese Characteristics

L HARBAFL % /21
Sentence Classification in Modern Chinese
= BREET AR KA /25
Sentence Construction Patterns and
Analysis of Examples
/78

M, RARNBE BiFiER

(KA B B INE , e DOE B
TR FRIRFHES )

A Glossary of Common Words in Modern Chinese
(in order of Phonetic Chinese Alphabet)

/132

B 3%
Appendix



— BATERHSEN

—, ARRER AN
A Brief Introduction to

Modern Chinese

Characteristics

BERAMNXABEMNIR, BEFEMAHRAR
UEBEABRBERORERA, PESERELF . XUF
FEXERE, SFEARTMERMFEATZHEE, /K
BT FIEBHAR.

Language is a tool in the exchange of human
ideas. With China’s joining in WTO and further deep-
ening of reform and opening policy, China’s contacts
with the outside world have become more and more
frequent in the fields of economy and culture. In order
to facilitate the communication of foreigners with Chi-
nese people, a great upsurge in the learning of Chinese
is gaining ground.

XANFFMERREEANA\NMAR(DER),
tESNMREXBEABREERNE/ MG A, HFEFXIE
L@BIFEPE CO, AMEAEIERBET —MEAN T
. BHRBEERTHRNENEGLAR(AR), RNF
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EE-—R= MAFBHEHEABGEERN. ABREES
RORBAT, T HRFL RS ESHATENES

This booklet contains 8 patterns in modern
Chinese sentence construction, blending over 700
commonly-used Chinese words and expressions in 400
sample sentences, together with a CD of standard
Mandarin pronunciation, thus providing a quick guide
to learning Chinese for foreign friends. Only when you
have a good grasp of sentence construction patterns in
modern Chinese, can you draw inferences about other
cases from one instance, reproduce numerous rich and
colorful Chinese sentences of similar sentence patterns
by analogy, and finally improve your ability in reading
and writing modern Chinese effectively.

TEHRMNMAEREEN=AEE—EZT FL. 8%
ENTTEEEBN BTGB S

Hereunder we would like to briefly introduce the
characteristics of Modern Chinese according to three
key elements in the construction of the language —
phonology, lexicon and grammar.

BERBENYRINE. CRAGEAEBELREX
B BENRNEMMNER, ERENES BFLEY
BAR(FASE EEER), XS0 hER, SFEAS
SPRBEER, IR =A:

Phonology is the physical outer covering of a
language. It is uttered by the human vocal organs.
The smallest unit of pronunciation is called a pho-

neme. The number of phonemes in pronunciation for
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different nationalities may vary because of the differ-
ence in the habit of pronunciation (the position of the
tongue is high or low, the shape of the lips round or
flat). While learning Chinese pronunciation, foreign-

ers should pay attention to three points:

. BRFIFCREBHETK), BEZ I XEEEH
IR,

You should master the Chinese Phonetic Scheme,
because it is the tool in learning Chinese pronuncia-
tion.

ARXEBEF A EER. T EBEE R, KB
BHEHIREER . CTANMEEE R

BRGEC+ A HEE XD, R BEF I RRE
89, Ef1& b.d.z.c.zh.ch.sh.q.x.go # 3B, EF &,

There are 10 vowel phonemes and 22 consonant

phonemes in Chinese, while in English there are 20
vowel phonemes and 24 consonant phonemes. Among
the 22 Chinese consonant phonemes 10 of them do not
exist in English. They are b, d, z, c, zh, ch, sh, q,
x, g. Pay attention to this during your study.

2. BABKER HHEBURET, TEEETI
B HREEETHES. RE5XEEHZFR T

H UERAEETEAN.
The finals in Chinese can form syllables independ-
ently. Vowel phonemes can be combined and pro-

nounced together while two consonant phonemes in

3
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Chinese cannot. It is quite different from English
which has both compound vowels and compound con-
sonants.

CUEHEARIP,FE . BHENES (BERFRSHFIE)
BRREEBESERRI I,

The sounds and pronunciations of initials and
finals according to Phonetic Chinese Alphabet
(marked by International Phonetic Symbols) are listed
in Appendix T, IJ.

3. BRI B EH— "TE R4,

You should master the tones of Chinese charac-
ters — the way of uttering the “four tones”.

RFRHARENEDBXF, REFEANIR, 84F
(B)R— 1 ED B EDIENBEEEIRUES 585
HENTEERUHE, ARXEEE -+ EB(HT
ERQAREEER), F=+AMBB(HHATEZTEM
EnngBEE&TARK). RFEEBAHBHBR—AZHE,
BREELFE—"EOE" (EMS . EAENES), 7 EE
H—F(H)E.

The Chinese characters are syllabic words in
square forms, and every character contains one sylla-
ble. The consonant phoneme in the front part of the
syllable is called the initial, while the vowel phoneme
behind the initial consonant is called the final. Mod-
ern Chinese has 21 initials ( “ng” can’t be counted as
an initial) and 39 finals (compounds of 10 finals plus

“n” and “ng”) . When an initial and a final are com-
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bined into a syllable in Chinese, it must be accompa-
nied by the tones before it can be uttered.
ﬁﬂ,“ggi]"ﬁ’l‘%‘ﬁ.ﬁﬂ%?‘ﬂﬂﬁiﬁ.ﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬂiﬁ?ﬁ
H
fem”, LT AR ER, REREARAENFE, M ma”
(E—7F)E 4B, “ma” (B )K", ‘md” (F=F) %
“O" ‘md” (EEE)EB", XRFHFEBRET,BXEX
FT, I—AERHIIR. ‘WE"NAEFS, FEH
*I,

For example, if you don’t add a tone to the sylla-
ble “ma” (here “m” is an initial and “a” a final), it
can only be pronounced as a light“ma”. Accompanied
by different tones, it can be pronounced into different
words. For example, “ma” (the 1%t tone) is read as
f “m@” (the 2 tone) as Jfk, “ma” (the 3 tone) as
I and “ma” (the 4t tone) as . If the tones of
Chinese characters are pronounced wrongly, their
meanings are changed. You must pay special attention
to this point. The modern Chinese tone values and
marks are listed in Appendix .

HRE R XNEASK, EEANR/NER. —MiE
EhENABRWYEL, ALRBESNYRRR. AANE
HMEAESEBEEARR, FREEEE REEIMAE
(L) FRAR)]. TTE . EHEFMAIEN, R
EEREERIE REE. B ESHERANEEEME
A, AEEBELEER, RERBRETHIRERE.

A word, being a combination of sound, form and
meaning, is the smallest unit in sentence construc-

tion. The total volume of words in a language is called
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the lexicon, which is the material content of a lan-
guage. The word-formation is fundamentally the same
in both Chinese and English. New words are formed
by combination, derivation (by adding a prefix or suf-
fix), phonetical change and conversion of parts of
speech. There are, however, certain set phrases, two-
part allegorical sayings and proverbs (phrases of fixed
structure established by usage) in Chinese, which are
hard to translate word by word, but only by following
the English way of expressing,

W, AR (BLIE)

having a well-thought-out plan(a set phrase)

SIMERKTE—RIB(BHIEE) (KEEB)

doing something in the old way (a two-part
allegorical saying)

BR#H, FERITE(EE)

If you are well prepared in winter, you can over-
come any hardship in the coming spring. (a proverb)

BERAERDAAL, E¥F—FMIBSHXE, X
BEMNIEE, TEBTAFMEERREEXL; 5T
BEHNE, RERGEEE I ERF(HIBE) TER
MRS X(BIFEE), RGEERREBNN. X EH
MESRATREBIES CEIEAR. AFHX(5E
B8 .84) 98 (HBE—RIBE. EXEE)SHTHEA
B/hRE. SNEAESEEEN, BIRAS,

Grammar refers to the rules that govern the con-
struction of sentences made up of words and phrases.

It is the key to the mastery of a language. The Chi-
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nese grammar is an analytic one, which expresses hu-
man ideas mainly through word order and by using
functional words. In contrast, the English language is
a synthetic one, which expresses human idea both
through word order (analytic grammar) and through
the change of word forms (inflectional grammar). Al-
though Chinese and English are not kinsfolk langua-
ges, they are somewhat similar in their ways of laying
stress on word order, classification of sentences (both
contain simple and complex sentences) and sentence
patterns (both contain simple and complicated predi-
cates). While learning Chinese grammar, you should

pay attention to the following six points:

While reading and writing Chinese, you must pay
attention to the use of measure words.

NBHAENEE(RTEVREULIRNE). BB
S, XBERRAN; XBHIXENTH . FRE. 413,
XEBEEEM.

You cannot find in English those Chinese measure
words ( they represent the unit names of things),
auxiliary words and mood words, nor can you find in
Chinese those English articles, gerunds, and partici-
ples.

NEEEFAXEESL, MEAFEER, K. 5XEHN,
EARER, BENSHRIEN

The measure words in Chinese are not only
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numerous but also very vivid. You must be very care-
ful in choosing them while reading and writing Chi-
nese, otherwise you will be a joke,

0, BRI — R 5" SR — REW", T
?E“—L.%ﬁ”ﬁ\ B — H&"

For example: We shouldn’t read or write“— H 3%
Ji”, but “—{;FIfi” . Likewise, not“— 144" ,.but
“_%j@". W et 3

2. BIRXEEN AN — LT N, XEEET
13/ FRRZET, ARERABH X T 7S,

Some Chinese words have changes in forms,
mainly by means of varying word forms. Generally,
we have the following four situations.

(1) =hiE a7 B [EEE fEARIE
By using adverbs of time as adverbial modifiers
before verbs
I 7E 3k (3# 473X ) Somebody is coming now. (progressive
tense)
EE*(:; X3, ) Somebody has come. (perfect tense)
#};*(ﬁxﬁ)%mebody will come. (future tense)
(2) MER(ER), > ER BN
By adding word endings ( suffixes ), thus
producing some additional meaning
O HEEATUINEFRE. T I REFEHHE,
By adding endings“% . T .13 "to show different tenses
1z % (#4775 ) Somebody is eating.
ug? (SEA7ZS ) Somebody has eaten.
Wi (4 5575) Somebody ate.
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@ 2E AFREFBEEMER (" R-EH.

By adding suffix“{/]” to nouns, pronouns to ex-
press plural number.

JLE (#33)7] children; & (#Xi3) 1] we

Q@ gE.EREAFEMEAR K", BB . KR EREL
HIAT o

By adding suffix“{t,” to nouns, adjectives to turn
them into verbs.

IR (4818 ) modern times (noun),fﬂﬁ{,.t(gbﬁ])mod—
erize (verb)

% (F2&i8)green (adjective) , gi{:};(gbﬁ)to make (a
place) green (verb)

(3) EBEAARE, FEARE.

By repeating one character or the whole word to
change the morphological function.

#.i# (2248 ) bustling (adjective) ;

AABB = (L & 13 ) , # 3 i i busy and bustling (adjec-
tive) ; 1

ABAB = (&h33) , # i ## enjoy oneself( verb)

(4) BiEHERIFFEXAMER,

By changing part of a word to distinguish differ-
ent genders.

fib(E %) he (male)

b (&) she (female)

B2 T, XEEMNFNRS, BE. REIHK M &
FSHREBRE,

In comparison, the tense of verbs and the num-
ber, gender and case of nouns and pronouns in English

are more clearly marked.
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3. EFEXKIEHF T LB AR 18 M o

Attention should be paid to the characteristics of
the morphological function of words that are used as
predicates.

TENGTFE,$E ERE. GE(EDENEE. B
B RIF.R2E)BEXLIEE B, KEERFEE
T HIBE,

All the verbs, adjectives, numerals, quantitative
words, pronouns and nouns in Chinese sentences can
be used as predicates, while in English only verbs can

be used as predicates.

4. BB IEGFRAEIR o

You must be careful of the characteristics of the
parts of speech in Chinese.

BXENDFRSEREBEELR, REBEFHHE(FH
B ERANREHIE), RERIE. RIENEE RENG
FRAPERE. RIBWRE. NEELKEREPEE
MRIBFNERDIEAR"ENBE LB ENHKRD
BRMEESENE, ERIES T NBENIMEERERHE
KRBT

If we compare the elements of Chinese sentences
with those of English, complements (the succeeding
modifiers of verbs and adjectives) are found in Chinese
sentences, but no predicatives and object comple-
ments. In comparison, in English sentences there are
both predicatives and object complements. In Chinese,

the link verb “/&”(to be) going before the noun-object is



