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Foreword to Citizens by Eric Rolls

I'am very pleased to introduce this Chinese translation of Citizens, the significant historical novel
by one of Australia’s most acclaimed storytellers, the late Eric Rolls.
This story carries on from the prequel, Sojourners, in telling the fascinating history of China’s cen-

turies old relationship with Australia.

Taking up where Sojourners ends in 1888, Citizens relates the difficulties facing Chinese migrants
to make a living and settle in to life in Australia, in face of growing hostility and social tensions.
Spanning the twentieth century, Rolls’ work describes in absorbing detail Chinese life and work in
Australia, their customs, their language and art and their experiences.

At the same time, Rolls highlights their immense influence on Australian society, and the huge
range of instances in which they have helped to shape and build contemporary Australia. Through
extensive research, Rolls recounts the true extent of Chinese contributions across diverse sectors
such as agriculture, small business, lifestyle, technology and science that were integral to improving
quality of life all over Australia.

As Rolls states, “without the Chinese, Australia would be a lesser country”,

This work was translated by Professor Wei Zhang, and supported through a translation grant by the
Atlstralia Council for the Arts in 2000. Professor Wei took four years to complete this significant
achievement and in 2008-09 he was granted publication funding from the Aulstralia China Coun-
cil. Professor Wei is the author and translator of many books on Australia-China relations and has
contributed greatly to broadening the depth of knowledge of this area.

I am delighted to introduce this significant Australian work to a new Chinese readership. I hope
that it will bring greater understanding of the long, complex and fascinating history of Chinese in
Australia,

-y

Geoff Raby (Dr)
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Foreword to Citizens by Eric Rolls

I am very pleased to introduce this Chinese translation of Citizens, the significant historical novel
by one of Australia’s most acclaimed storytellers, the late Eric Rolls.
This story carries on from the prequel, Sojourners, in telling the fascinating history of China’s cen-

turies old relationship with Australia.

Taking up where Sojourners ends in 1888, Citizens relates the difficulties facing Chinese migrants
to make a living and settle in to life in Australia, in face of growing hostility and social tensions.
Spanning the twentieth century, Rolls’ work describes in absorbing detail Chinese life and work in
Australia, their customs, their language and art and their experiences.

At the same time, Rolls highlights their immense influence on Australian society, and the huge
range of instances in which they have helped to shape and build contemporary Australia. Through
extensive research, Rolls recounts the true extent of Chinese contributions across diverse sectors
such as agriculture, small business, lifestyle, technology and science that were integral to improving
quality of life all over Australia,

As Rolls states, “without the Chinese, Australia would be a lesser country”.

This work was translated by Professor Wei Zhang, and supported through a translation grant by the
Atlstralia Council for the Arts in 2000. Professor Wei took four years to complete this significant
achievement and in 2008-09 he was granted publication funding from the Aulstralia China Coun-
cil. Professor Wei is the author and translator of many books on Australia-China relations and has
contributed greatly to broadening the depth of knowledge of this area.

I am delighted to introduce this significant Australian work to a new Chinese readership. I hope
that it will bring greater understanding of the long, complex and fascinating history of Chinese in
Australia.

7Y

Geoff Raby (Dr)
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Eric Rolls is one of Australia’s greatest living story-tellers and Citizen continues the
work of completing the panorama of the history of the Chinese in Australia which he
began with Sojourners. Purely as a piece of historical research, this book deserves
the merit that has been accorded it. However, because it is Eric Rolls telling the
story, it could never be a dry narrative; Rolls has brought to life the variety and col-
our of the times and people he talks about.

There is no doubt that the place of Chinese in Australia today is one of a respected
community in a multicultural society. But in many ways, it was a “hard row to
hoe”, as Australians say, and the earliest Chinese in Australia had to fight against
suspicion and, in some instances, outright hostility. Today many Chinese and Aus-
tralians would be surprised to learn of the large range of occupations that Chinese
have undertaken in Australia.

Many people would know that Chinese earned a living as market gardeners, res-
taurateurs, and launders, but how many would know that they were also leaders in
the early Australian furniture industry, that they were capable shearers or that they
laboured in the Australian “bush” as ringbarkers? Rolls tells their stories, and many
more, and thanks must go out to him and his translator, Dr Zhang Wei, for sharing
this knowledge with us.

| know many Chinese people will find this book not only informative, but also enjoy-
able reading. Citizens is an important contribution to furthering mutual understand-
ing of our very different cultures.

A e

Anthony Taylor
Counsellor, Cultural & Press Affairs
Australian Embassy Beijing
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