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A Thousand and One Nights

ABOUT THE BOOK

1 Thousand and One Nights, also called The Arabian
Nights, is a collection of Oriental stories of uncertain
date and authorship, whose tales of Aladdin, Ali Baba, and

Sindbad the Sailor, have almost become part of western
folklore.

Though the names of its chief characters are Iranian, the
frame story is probably Indian, and the largest proportion of
names is Arabic. The tales have a wide geographical range
of origin — India, Iran, Iraq, Egypt, Turkey, and possibly
Greece.

Though 4 Thousand and One Nights is generally known
as stories for children, it was written originally for adults.
They are full of adventure, violence and the supernatural.
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A Thousand and One Nights

INTRODUCTION

Sultan and Sheherzade

A time of unhappiness prevailed in the country when night
after night Shahrior, the Sultan, would marry a girl and
kill her the very next morning. People lived in fear. Soon it
became difficult for the Vizir to find new wives. Seeing him
worried, Sheherezade, the intelligent daughter of the Vizir,
requested him to get her married to the Sultan. Vizir was
horrified. But Sheherezade assured him that she had a plan
which would put an end to all these killings.

In the end, Vizir got her married to the Sultan. She re-
quested the Sultan to allow her to take her younger sister
with her. At night, according to the plan, the younger sister
woke her up and begged her to tell a story for she could not
sleep. Sheherezade began to tell, while the sister and Sultan,
listened to her.
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A Thousand and One Nights

1
SINDBAD THE SAILOR

FIRST VOYAGE

Long ago, when Haroun-al-Raschid was the ruler of
/ Baghdad, there lived a poor man named Hindbad, who
earned his livelihood by carrying other people’s goods from
place to place, as a porter.

- Generally, he was content with his job but there were oc-
casions when he used to grumble.

Once when tired out by the weight he was carrying, he sat
down to rest outside the house of a very rich man named
Sindbad. There he heard some soft music and smelt some
rare fragrances coming out from inside. He felt very sad at
the difference between his fate and that of the man whose
name was so much like his own.

“Why am I poor and he so rich?” Hindbad said loudly,
“Am I not as good a man as he?”
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A Thousand and One Nights

Sindbad heard these words from inside and called for the
speaker. Hindbad was brought into the splendid hall where
Sindbad was feasting with his friends. He gave Hindbad a
seat right next to himself, and asked him to have a meal with
him. After finishing the meal, Sindbad asked, “Tell me, why
are you grumbling at your fate?”

“Pardon me, my lord! I was weary and sad,” he replied.

“Don’t fear,” said Sindbad kindly, “I do not blame you
for your words; but, listen how hard I worked to earn the
riches I now enjoy; listen to the story of my life.” With that,
Sindbad started his story.

“I was a young man when my father died. He left behind a
very large fortune, nearly all of which I spent in enjoyment.
Then, I thought that I had to do something with the little
money left with me. So I bought some goods, and sailed for
the Persian Gulf, hoping to make some profit there. The ship
halted at many small islands and we did business.

“One day as our ship could not move further due to lack
of wind for sailing we saw a little green patch peeping above
water. Some of us rowed to it with some wood for fire and
food to hold a feast there.

“We all were having a feast there when we found that the
green patch on which we were feasting was nothing but the
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