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Preface

Comrade Xiao Zhuang is a senior photographer of with quite some achievements, a devotee to her career.
This collection of her photographic works fulfilled in her old age reflects not only her great success of her
hard working in more than fifty years in the past, but also the profound extent she has reached in the field
of art with hard working. More important, it shows the long processes of this photographer from her
stepping up, plunging into the thick of the life, marching forward with great effort, till achieving her
success. Along the route of hers, there remain countless footprints of hardness. I think it a collection of
photographic works with especially fine quality.

I have been working together with Xiao Zhuang for over forty years in the press. So far as I know, starting
in her young ages, whenever she picked up the camera, she was forgotten of her feminality. Her work
attitude is never to be fearful of hardworking or bargain her tasks. Once thrown into her work, she
concentrates her attention and spares no effort. Her main business in the first twenty years of her career
as a press photographer made it certain for her to touch the thick of life and broaden her vision. With
accumulation of experiences in interviewing, she was artistically accomplished increasingly. Thus she created
photographic works from time to time as she fulfilled her duty of newsgathering. On the other hand, her
improvement in artistic mastery enhanced her professional ability. That 's why Comrade Xiao Zhuang was
competent for professional writer when she was transferred to editorial office in a photographic magazine.
This cannot be separated from her background of dozens of years of pursuit in photographic work and
creating. The practice of Comrade Xiao Zhuang indicates the unity of art and life. This is a piece of
successful experience of great importance.

In this collection of works, a great deal of works worthy of recognition is a series of historical tableaus of
importance. Veteran readers from the fifties of last century must, from these continuous sequential photo—
graphic works, be called up of the tight combination between their life and fate together with the
development of the country and the society. To tell the truth, the reality, lifelikeness, and quite a profundity
of the piece and piece of scenes shown in these photos, are hard to reflect or describe by thousands and
thousands of literature words. It is often said that history is a magnificent textbook. We readers (both
veterans of those years and the young generations) should be grateful to the photographer for her collection
of so lively teaching materials of historical importance.

After having read over this photographic works collection by Comrade Xiao Zhuang, I feel deeply that, no
matter what you do, devotion is a must. We can even say that devotion is, the most important subjective
initiation. Comrade Xiao Zhuang, for example, joined the troop of photographers through organizational job
assignment instead of completing personal willingness. She willingly obeyed the needs of the revolution as
a young revolutionary soldier. What 's more, as a completely layperson when she stepped into the position
of photography, she devoted herself thoroughly to her photographic career, and diligently studied with all
her effort, fearless of any of the hardship. Experienced a long term of tough jobs, at last, she gained
attractive achievements in the revolutionary photographic career. Even today, Comrade Xiao Zhuang
perseveres activities in photographic art, with elegancy of an old photographic worker. It is just this kind
of devotion that brought up a modern camerawoman of achievements. For the young newcomers, I think,

it is worthy of encouragement to cultivate and carry forward such devotion, for it has popular and real
meaning in every walk of life.

Regarding the art value of this collection photographic works, I do not think it necessary for me to utter
more. There has already been verdict by the professionals in the field of photography on quite a part of
the representative works in this collection of Comrade Xiao Zhuang ' s. In addition, many of the works
amongst, are widely praised because they were sourced from the life and back merged into the life with
artistic reproduction, with disclosure of deep meaning in reality. Now that her major works have been
gathered into a collected book, with literal explanations, and thus, readers can comprehend the artistic
charm of works of this camerawoman more serially and completely.

The above are only some personal opinions of mine after reading, and cannot be considered as preface. Hand
it up to Comrade Xiao Zhuang as my exercise preface.

Gao Si
Apr 19, 2002
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