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Abstract: In current TEFL (teaching English as a foreign language), it is
a great concern for ELT (English language teaching) teachers to build up the
language learners’ awareness of intercultural and cross—cultural understanding
and appropriate behaviors in communication involving different cultures. There
is also a debate as to whether teaching culture should focus on similarities or
differences between cultures, i.e. should language teachers emphasize what
unites us across cultures or should we emphasize the differences? Based on my
TEFL experience in China, this paper addresses the question with a description
of the relationship between language and culture. An analysis of the reasons for
teaching cultural similarities and differences will be looked at as well.

Key words: language and culture; teaching cultural similarities and

differences; TEFL
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