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Abstract

-

This study investigates four types of discourse markers (DMs
henceforth) in situated spoken Chinese of teenagers based on some
8. 22 hours of authentic spoken data. The primary purpose of the study
is to outline the discourse functions of the four types of DMs in actual
use, These four classes of DMs, represented by backchanneling EN,
agreeing response HAQ, demonstrative NA (GE) and connective
RANHOU respectively, are chosen to draw on their frequent and
multifunctional use in the Spoken Chinese of Urban Teenagers
(SCOUT) corpus.

In the detailed description and analysis of the DMs, we take into
account the listener on the one hand, for example, when referring to
some markers as acknowledgement tokens, and the speaker on the
other, for example, when referring to some markers as turn initiators,
In the meanwhile, we keep a close eye on the interactive nature of DM
use within situated discourse. Situated discourse is understood as a
dynamic process of speaker and listener constructing an intersubjective
world of discourse. DMs function as traffic lights or landmarks, as it
were, and they are used to create discourse ccoherence and to achieve
situated interpretations of utterances. Thus, starting with the audio-
recorded situated discourse and its verbatim transcription, the discourse
functions of each DM and its subtypes are identified from both their
prosodic features, positions in the flow of discourse and actual

ideational and/or interpersonal connection they conjoin in order to
\



capture the richest and most natural aspects of the naturally occurring
discourse,

Comparative studies of DM use in terms of discourse modes, viz.
telephone conversation versus face-to-face conversation, and in terms of
gender difference are also carried out with statistical evidence. The
results show that more DMs are used in the situated teenage telephone
conversation as opposed to face-to-face conversation due to the lack of
complementary visual or gestural information. Also more DMs are
found in girls’ speech, and the reason can very probably be attributed to

the indeterminate nature of girls’ talk,

Key words: Discourse markers, discourse functions, prosodic features,
situated discourse, telephone conversation, face-to-face

conversation, gender difference, corpus-based approach,
Spoken Chinese of Urban Teenagers (SCOUT)
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