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Life in TIreland

FRLUKEHABHEY FESEHERE RE
KA E R LR MM F A RETBONSHE WM

The Irish have their own word for havixig a good time, they call
it “the craic” (pronounced “crack”), and it means going out
drinking, making friends and having fun. For the Irish, the craic
is an essential part of life, and it does not take long before visitors
to Ireland are asking that question: “Where’s the craic?”

The best places to find the kind of nightlife, community spirit
and sense of fun, which make up “the craic”, are in Ireland’s var-
ied and lively cities. Ireland is a small country and none of its
cities are very big, which helps to give them their friendly atmo-
sphere. Even in the capital, Dublin®, the local people are wel-
coming towards visitors and it is easy to find your way around and
see the sights.

Ireland’ s cities are also the best places to experience the
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country’s thriving music and entertainment scenc. Twenty years
ago Ireland’ s music was very traditional, but today, thanks to a
younger generation who are more confident and independent, Ire-
land is now producing exciting rock and pop music as well as tradi-
tional folk?. And in other areas of the arts, too, there is a new
found dynamism® as Irish films and theatre enjoy international ac-
claim.

" Dublin claims to be Ireland’s cultural capital. It has been home
to,some of the gr&taﬂ: writers_ in the English language, like
George Bernard Shaw™ , W. B. Yeats®, Samuel Beckett®, James
Joyce® and Oscar Wlldc®. These writers were inspired by Dublin
and the community in which they lived. Today, you can visit
many of the places they wrote about and meet people who could
easily have appeared in their writing.

One of the best ways to see the city is by foot and for fans of
literature there are special guided tours to places associated with fa-
mous writers. Dublin also has a 17th century castle, two cathedrals
and many fine museums and galleries to visit. The National Muse-~
um has a fascinating collection of early Celtic® artefacts and jew-
ellery.

Dublin owes a lot of its charm to its architecture® . Many of the
buildings in the city centre date back over 150 years to the Geor-
gian period, and the streets are lined with terraces of tall, elegant
houses®. The interiors of some of these houses have been restored
and it is possible to go inside and sce how they looked when they
were lived in by wealthy Dublin families. The area around
Dublin’s university is a good place to find restored houses.

Walking around the city, visiting sights, or just shopping is also
a good way to meet Dubliners, but you will be guaranteed a con-
versation? when you stop for a drink or something to eat in one of
the city’s many pubs. These range from cosy one-room bars to
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grand and ornate hostelries®. All serve Guinness, the dark beer
brewed in Dublin, which is famous worldwide. Pubs are also
good places to hear music.

Cork® is Ireland’ s second city and although it is smaller than
Dublin it is also a lively and exciting centre. The city is an impor-
tant port and, because of its location — on the south coast — it en-
joys warmer weather than the rest of the country. Much of the
city is built on steep hills which lead down to the old trading cen-
tre.

This area is where most of Cork’s pubs, restaurants and clubs
are to be found. The city is also known as Ireland’s jazz music cap-
ital. In October Cork is the venuc® for the Guinness Jazz Festival
which attracts performers from around the world. As well as a Jazz
parade, fans can hear all styles of Jazz at different pubs and clubs
in the city.

Cork is also well-known for its seafood and restaurants always
have a wide choice of fish dishes. Alternatively, visitors can take a
short trip to one of the seaside villages nearby, like Kinsale,
which have numerous eating places. ’

Gateway is the main city on Ireland’s beautiful and wild west
coast. In July it stages one of Ireland’s leading arts festivals. Visi-
tors fill the city and they are entertained by concerts, theatre and
street musicians. The other big Gateway festival is in celebration
of oysters, which are a local delicacy®. This takes place at the end
of September when oyster season starts and the whole city takes
part in a feast of oysters.

One city that has fewer visitors is Belfast?, in the north. The
long years of political violence, known as the “the troubles”, have
kept many people away, but now that the city is more peaceful,
the visitors are starting to return. .

Belfast is an important centre for the arts, and this year an excit-
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ing new concert hall and arts centre was opened in the city. This
means that, in between visits to Belfast’s pubs to find the craic
and drink some Guinness, visitors can enjoy music and theatre in

one of the country’s most impressive arts centres.

(822 words)
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Exercises

I. Multiple Choice

1. Dublin is charming because of

A) its many famous writers B) its architecture
C) its seafood D) its lovely people
2. Today, Ireland should owe its exciting rock and pop music to the
A) old generation B) people all over the world
C) younger generation D) visitors
3. Dublin is very famous in the world for
A) restoring castles B) cultivating writers
C) brewing dark beer D) producing traditional music
4. Cork is the second city.
A) biggest B) smallest
C) warmest D) most important

5. In addition to rock and pop music, Ireland is famous for Jazz music.
is the center for Guinness Jazz Festival.

A) Dublin B) Gateway
C) Cork D) Belfast
6. The major art festival is held
A) in September in Cork B) in July in Belfast
C) in July in Gateway D) in September in Gateway

7. According to the passage, the life of Irish is

A) dull and uninteresting
B) rich and attractive

C) popular
D) quite different from that of other countries



II. Complete the Following Sentences

1.
2.

AN v W

It’s because that Dublin is regarded as it’s cultural capital.
The people who could easily have appeared in their writing refer to

. From the passage, we can guess whom Guinness refer to .

. According to the passage, are the best places to find the craic.
. In Dublin, the buildings can tell visitors

. In Ireland, the pubs not only offer beer but also



Homeless Gypsiesm

R R R0 5 9 AR R VL 2
. EEHER B E R

Thousands of gypsies have been trying to emigrate to Canada
and Britain. They say they are flecing persecution, but most have
found they are not welcome in these countries either. Gypsies have
never had a home.

Europe has experienced enormous uphcavals® this century.
Wars, revolutions, separations and elections have changed the po-
litical map of the continent countless times. And with each
change, power has shifted®, creating new winners and new
losers.

But for one group — the gypsies — change has alv;ays meant
losing. With each upheaval, the gypsies have been left worse off
than they were before?. Yet they have survived to become Eu-
rope’s largest minority® . Moreover, they have succeeded in pre-
serving their culture and their way of life in the face of geno-
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cide®, political persecution and poverty.

In other cases where minorities have survived similar persecu-
tions — like Jews during. World War II, or blacks in South Africa
— their cause has received international support. By contrast, the
gypsies’ success at preserving their culture is not regarded as an
achievemnent at ali. Tostead, it’s viewed as proof they are both un-
willing apd unable to change, and therefore irredeemable®. In-
deed, in 1993, the President of the Slovak Republic, Vladimir
Meciar, attacked their way of life and said steps should be taken
“to é;"urtail the extended tcproductioh® of this socially unacceptable
and mentally backward populatien” .

If such athing had been said abc;ut any other minority, the po-
litical outcry would have been enormous. But, because the Slovak
President was referring to gypsies, there were few complaints, ex-
cept from a few small organizations that try to protect gypsies’
rights.

The history of the gypsies — or, more correctly, the Roma —
begins with their migration from India to Persia. Because there is
no documented history of the Roma, exactly when and why they
left India can only be guessed at. It seems likely they were a low-
caste tribe® who set out to find a new land where they could im-
prove their lives. A

It’s known they had arrived in Europe by the 14th-century, via
North Africa. (Indeed, “gypsy” is believed to be a corruption of
“Egyptian"®, since they were incorrectly thought to have come
from Egypt. ) They settled first in the Balkans?, and then rapidly
spread through western Europe, reaching England in the 15th-cen-
tury.

" Then, as now, most Roma were concentrated in what became
Romania and the Slovak Republic®. Until the mid 19th century,
most were slaves in two of the three 1.)rin'cipalitim‘B (Wallachia and
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Moldavia) that later became Romania. It is around this time that
common perceptions about the Roma, which persist to this day,
began to spread. With no fixed abode®, and making their living
as musicians, fortunetellers and supposedly unscrupulous traders,
the Roma soon gained a reputation for laziness, theft and general
intr:msigence(B .

Nevertheless, before World War I, the Roma were able to live
more or less as where they wished. But, after the war, once the
empires of Europe had collapsed, the map of the continent was
completely redrawn along ethnic lines®. Inevitably, the new bor-
ders defined the identities of the people living within them. Mi-
norities were left with little choice but to assimilate or leave. ? For
the Roma, trapped within borders that had never restrained them
before, the adjustment was profound. Not only did it place enor-
mous restrictions on their nomadic lifestyle® , it made it harder to
flee from their persecutors. '

This persecution turned into genocide in World War II, when
the Roma and Europe’s other stateless group, the Jews, were tar-
-geted for extermination® by the Nazis. By the end of the war, an
estimated 500, 000 Roma had been murdered in Hitler’ s death
camps. The survivors refer to this period as the “devouring”® . Af-
ter the war, most Roma found themselves living under the Com-
munist regimes that ruled Romania and Czechoslovakia. During
the 1950s, attempts were made to integrate them into society,
through a combination of forced resettlement and compulsory em-
ploymcnt@. The strategy had limited success — some Roma did
settle in cities, and some even attained high-ranking positions in
the Communist party. But most just avoided the authorities by
moving around and supporting themselves through theft, begging
and illegal trading. :

Since the collapse of Communism, the degree of hatred and per-
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