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INTRODUCTION

Since the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report of 2007, scientists
have become alarmed at the accelerating pace of climate change impacts.
Buildings are in the front line in the battle against climate change. In the de-
veloped countries they account for almost half of all carbon dioxide emissions.
It is also the sector in which the greatest reductions in emissions can be made

in the shortest time.

It is clear that renewable energy technologies will not be able to keep pace with
the world’s hunger for energy. Therefore it is imperative that emissions associat-
ed with buildings are drastically reduced. This book describes technologies and
buildings which are paving the way towards the ultra-low carbon architecture

and urbanism which will have to become the standard for the future.

Peter F Smith
October 2008
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