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' r g~ Preface

Shi Zhona-xin, Secretary of CCP Committee in Pingyao County
g) Y

Li Ding-wu, Magistrate of Pingyao Peoples Government
3 4 |

FOLK PAPER-CUT OF PINGYAO, one in serial of THE CULTURES OF ANCIENT CITY PINGYAO is com
-ing to readers. How happy we are.

Any cultural phenomenon is connected with its history. As a world renown historical and cultural city and
one of the world cultural heritage, Pingyao city has a prefound deep-rooted cultural foundation, which goes
without saying. Paper-cut as one kind of folk cultures like the other goes back long to ancient times. It is
unverifiable to know when did the paper— cut emerge in Pingyao. Based on annals of the county it is evident
that from Qing dynasty to the founding of the P. R. China, though times are changing and folk custom is
varying, paper —cut which is very popular among the people is handed down and down without any interruption.

The folk paper-cut has its attractive artistic charm, but along with the changes in social life and fading of the
traditional mentality, paper- cut in tradition sense is lessening year after year and tourist souvenir paper - cut
shows a taste not so originally simple and pure. It suggests that typical folk paper-cut cultural heritage is wither
- ing away unconsciously. Hence it is desperately urgent for us to preserve, systematize and study those folk
paper - cut. On this purpose the Womens federation in Pingyao has paid great attention to paper - cut which is
acclaimed as art of the woman. Almost every year an exhibition of paper-cut are held in Pingyao.

In FOLK PAPER - CUT OF PINGYAO more than one hundred pieces of paper-cut works have been
collected which were selected from about seven hundred ones once shown in the exhibitions. The publish of the
book Will do credit to Pingyaos traditional cultures.Lets wish a splendid future for Pingyao paper-cut art.
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Famous Pingyao Rich Fragrance Wild Flower

Essay of Pingyao Folk Paper—cut

Ji You-gui

Pingyao the world famous cultural ancient city was listed as a major historical and cultural  site protected by the
State Council in October 1986. 12 It has been claimed before long as world Culture Heritage by UNESCO and listed
in World Heritage Register in December 1997.

Pingyao paper- cutas a special folk art is carried on generation after generation like the other traditional arts.
Like wild flowers growing in fields on a hill it is fragrant and beautiful. It grows in deep mountains appearing vigorous
life. Only in current it becomes known by the people to receive its deserve appraise and gets its position in refined art
hall. Publish of THE FOLK PAPER-CUT OF PINGYAO is an illustration to it. We believe that every reader likes paper
-cut could get an artistic treat from the book.

There is a great variety in Pingyao paper-cut. It is classified into two classes. One is decoration purpose posted
on the window, wall, ceiling, door lintel and lantem. The other is design of embroidery for head gear/hat, bib, chest-
abdomen,undergarment, cuff of a sleeve,apron, shoe or pillow.

As for the thesis of the paper -cut it ranges from the traditional to the contemporary. First they are theses of
various traditional folk-custom for holidays, ceremonies and for design of attire patterns for dress. For example during
the spring festival, paper- cut of joyous or evil - check would be posted on Windows, ceiling, door lintel, shrine and
household utensils. For ceremonies of baby-birth, babys completion of its first month of life, wedding, birthday,funeral,
newly-built house in-moving and so on, paper-cut of concerning theses would also be posted here and there. The last
are design of attire panems of dress for children and ceremony like wedding, funeral etc. Secondly, paper - cut shows
figures in traditional stories, opera or legends. Those paper-cut arrists create their works based on their understanding
and feeling with their techniques of generalization and exaggeration. Thirdly,contemporary day to day life is shown in
the paper-cut works. Paper-cut masters play full their capability in design to create vivid figure to express their feeling
in pursuit of art. In present book young lady goes home to visit parents, birth-control is good and a serial book of
famous scenic spots in Pingyao are all master pieces loved by the people.

Here with our great pleasure to say the theses of Pingyao paper -cut is taking changes all the time along with
advance of times. From the works in the book historical trace could be shown. They are listed in the following:from old
days Hundred seeded pomegranate, Promising sons in succession, More sons more happiness, to now days Single
Birth is good, Multi-birth brings about pain and Birth control is good; From decoration design of flowers, birds,fish and




insects to tounsm advertise-purpose Pingyao ancient city, World heritage tortoise city Pingyao,Pingyao government office,
No.1 bank shop over the world, Folk residency quadrangle, Temple of kind minister, Gate tower, Kuixing god pavilion,
Phoenix plafform etc. )

They are portrayal of historical transformation. Pingyao paper -cut shows a distinguished art style and features. Pingyao
is located in basin of center Shanxl which is hinterland of our country, In ancient times it was vital communication line for
politics and education . Todgy Tong - pu railway with convenient traffic and transportation conditions is passing through
Pingyao. Not to mention that Pingyaos merchants traveled all over the country in Ming and Qing dynasties. In this way all
flirtations converge here in Pingyao. Because of those reasons, Pingyao paper - cutis a combination of forthright, natural
bold, uninhibited character with fineness, skillfulness, pretty and cham.

From Pingyao paper-cut good wishes to happy life could be read. Paper-cut works in the book auspicious symbols and
homophony are used to express peoples good wishes. In Pingyao paper- cut lotus flower and fish mean successive years
with surplus, golden fish means wealth of gold and jade full of house, lotus flower, osmanthus flower, pomegranate and
grape mean giving birth to kids in a row; and 47, persimmon, lion and ruyi mean all best wishes. Or sometimes
in paper - cut some animal design are used to mean good luck. Dragon, phoenix and the sun mean promising future; and
deer, crane, Chinese parasol and the sun together means long life and happiness; magpie and plum blossom means over
-joy; Chinese rose in vase means security all the year round; phoenix playing with peony means wealth, happiness and
glorious. In Pingyao paper-cut the following titles are very popular. They are listed as in the following: Unicorn brings about
kids; mouse drags grape; toad plays with reed flute; kid sits in Lotus; snake twines rabbit; nine fish and one rabbit;
mandarin ducks swimming in waters; magic horse standing on the cloues; peach, pomegranate and fingered citron, golden
cook playing with cabbage and lion playing with a ball made of strips of silk. Together with the other circular decorative
design patterns they all suggest human beings worship to reproduction and descendants multiply in old times. And they
are all peoples spiritual sustenance in sweet love, good luck and happiness.

Paper-cut is a kind of visible art form handed down by rural women. In Pingyao county there are many women masters.
All these skilful women, old or young they are equipped with self - made tool- box in which big or small sized scissors,
needle package, embroider pattern, smoked paper-cut patterns, colourful embroider thread and leftover bits and pieces of
silks and satins. Most of these paper - cut masters are versatile persons being good at paper - cut, embroider, gift steam
-bread preparation and paper decoration for funeral. Lots of them may be titled with artists. For the old generation they all
learned when they were young and are well known far and wide. They were/are Li Yu-hua(deceased), Zhang Yuying(aged
81), Shi Jinlian (80), Zhao Zhongxiu (63) and Zhao Guilan (77). For the middle-aged and the young they are the coming
generation to carry forward Pingyao paper-cut. They are Zhang Jinxian (50), Wen Tao(40), Yang Yuexian (58), Yang Xiaoq
-ing (50) and Shi Xinhua. Wish paper-cut wild flower grow vigorous with more rich fragrance.
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