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Tonight, after fifty-four hard-fought contests, our primary season has finally
come to an end.

Sixteen months have passed since we first stood together on the steps of the Old
State Capitol in Springfield, Ilinois. Thousands of miles have been traveled. Mil-
lions of voices have been heard. And because of what you said-because you decided
that change must come to Washington; because you believed that this year must be
different than all the rest; because you chose to listen not to your doubts or your fears
but to your greatest hopes and highest aspirations, tonight we mark the end of one
historic journey with the beginning of another-a journey that will bring a new and bet-
ter day to America. Tonight, I can stand before you and say that I will be the Demo-
cratic nominee for President of the United States.

I want to thank every American who stood with us over the course of this cam-
paign-through the good days and the bad; from the snows of Cedar Rapids to the sun-
shine of Sioux Falls. And tonight I also want to thank the men and woman who took
this journey with me as fellow candidates for President.

At this defining moment for our nation, we should be proud that our party put
forth one of the most talented, qualified field of individuals ever to run for this of-
fice. T have not just competed with them as rivals, I have leamned from them as
friends, as public servants, and as patriots who love America and are willing to
work tirelessly to make this country better. They are leaders of this party, and lead-
ers that America will turn to for years to come.

That is particularly true for the candidate who has traveled further on this jour-
ney than anyone else. Senator Hillary Clinton has made history in this campaign not
just because she’s a woman who has done what no woman has done before, but be-
cause she’s a leader who inspires millions of Americans with her strength, her cour-
age, and her commitment to the causes that brought us here tonight.

We've certainly had our differences over the last sixteen months. But as some-
one who's shared a stage with her many times, I can tell you that what gets Hillary

Clinton up in the morning-even in the face of tough odds-is exactly what sent her and



Bill Clinton to sign up for their first campaign in Texas all those years ago; what sent
her to work at the Children’s Defense Fund and made her fight for health care as First
Lady; what led her to the United States Senate and fueled her barrier-breaking cam-
paign for the presidency-an unyielding desire to improve the lives of ordinary Ameri-
cans, no matter how difficult the fight may be. And you can rest assured that when
we finally win the battle for universal health care in this country, she will be central
to that victory. When we transform our energy policy and lift our children out of pov-
erty, it will be because she worked to help make it happen. Our party and our coun-
try are better off because of her, and I am a better candidate for having had the hon-
or to compete with Hillary Rodham Clinton.

There are those who say that this primary has somehow left us weaker and more
divided. Well I say that because of this primary, there are millions of Americans
who have cast their ballot for the very first time. There are Independents and Repub-
licans who understand that this election isn’t just about the party in charge of Wash-
ington, it’s about the need to change Washington. There are young people, and Af-
rican-Americans, and Latinos, and women of all ages who have voted in numbers
that have broken records and inspired a nation.

All of you chose to support a candidate you believe in deeply. But at the end of
the day, we aren't the reason you came out and waited in lines that stretched block
after block to make your voice heard. You didnt do that because of me or Senator
Clinton or anyone else. You did it because you know in your hearts that at this mo-
ment-a moment that will define a generation-we cannot afford to keep doing what
we've been doing. We owe our children a better future. We owe our country a better
future. And for all those who dream of that future tonight, I say-let us begin the
work together. Let us unite in common effort to chart a new course for America.

In just a few short months, the Republican Party will arrive in St. Paul with a
very different agenda. They will come here to nominate John McCain, a man who
has served this country heroically. I honor that service, and I respect his many ac-
complishments, even if he chooses to deny mine. My differences with him are not
personal; they are with the policies he has proposed in this campaign.

Because while John McCain can legitimately tout moments of independence from
his party in the past, such independence has not been the hallmark of his presiden-
tial campaign.
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I’s not change when John McCain decided to stand with George Bush ninety-
five percent of the time, as he did in the Senate last year.

It’s not change when he offers four more years of Bush economic policies that
have failed to create well-paying jobs, or insure our workers, or help Americans af-
ford the skyrocketing cost of college-policies that have lowered the real incomes of the
average American family, widened the gap between Wall Street and Main Street,
and left our children with a mountain of debt.

And it’s not change when he promises to continue a policy in Iraq that asks eve-
rything of our brave men and women in uniform and nothing of Iraqi politicians-a pol-
icy where all we look for are reasons to stay in Iraq, while we spend billions of
dollars a month on a war that isn't making the American people any safer.

So I'll say this-there are many words to deseribe John McCain's attempt to pass
off his embrace of George Bush's policies as bipartisan and new. But change is not
one of them.

Change is a foreign policy that doesn’t begin and end with a war that should've
never been authorized and never been waged. | won't stand here and pretend that
there are many good options left in Iraq, but what’s not an option is leaving our
troops in that country for the next hundred years-especially at a time when our mili-
tary is overstretched, our nation is isolated, and nearly every other threat to Ameri-
ca is being ignored.

We must be as careful getting out of Iraq as we were careless getting in-but start
leaving we must. It's time for Iraqis to take responsibility for their future. It’s time to
rebuild our military and give our veterans the care they need and the benefits they
deserve when they come home. IU's time to refocus our efforts on al Qaeda’s leader-
ship and Afghanistan, and rally the world against the common threats of the 21st
century-terrorism and nuclear weapons; climate change and poverty; genocide and
disease. That's what change is.

Change is realizing that meeting today’s threats requires not just our firepower,
but the power of our diplomacy-tough, direct diplomacy where the President of the
United States isn’t afraid to let any petty dictator know where America stands and
what we stand for. We must once again have the courage and conviction to lead the
free world. That is the legacy of Roosevelt, and Truman, and Kennedy. That’s
what the American people want. That's what change is.



