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Summary

By adopting the approaches of comparative poetics and
aesthetics, this book aims at making comparisons between Lu
Xun's literary theory and the Soviet literary theories and West-
ern literary theories accepted by Lu Xun. It gives an analysis
of their similarities but lays particular stress on their differ-
ences in order to reveal the unique qualities of Lu Xun's literary
theory and his typical mode of acceptance.

This book falls into eight parts as follows ;

I. Over-emphasis on Subjectivity

This section mainly discusses Lu Xun's “ Prestructure 4

and points out that though before 1925 Lu Xun's early liter-
ary theory had some elements of materialism that were gaining
in strength and could not be underestimated., it taken as a
whole , was a literary theory derived from idealism with over-
emphasis on subjectivity. This kind of “dialectical idealism‘
comes closer to dialectical materialism than mechanical mate-
rialism does.” Lu Xun's early literary theory , his innate poetic

6
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temperament and the Chinese ional heti lard,
emphasizing subjective expression formed the basis (or Pre-
structure) for Lu Xun to accept the Soviet literary theories.

When Lu Xun's “ Prestructure” was brought into contact with
the Soviet literary theories , on the one hand his*“ Prestructure”
was transformed from dialectical idealism to dialectical ma-
terialism under the influence of the “structural-functional ap-
proach” of the Soviet Union ; on the ather hand , Lu Xun tried
to absorb the Soviet literary theories discriminately and cre-
atively by using the “Prestructure” to good purpose in the pro-
cess of comprehension and interpretation .

Il The Activated “Prestructure”: A Comparison between
Lu Xun's Literary Theory and Plekhanov’s and Lunacharsky's
Literary Theories

This section centres on a comparative study of Lu Xun's
literary theory and Plekhanov’s and Lunacharsky’s literary
theories ,and points out their complementary qualities in con-
tradition. The author in this section also points out that the
shared viewpoints of Lu Xun's literary theory and Lu-
nacharsky's lie in the fact that Lu Xun avoided going to ex-
tremes while absorbing the positive elements of mechanical ma-
terialism and dialectical idealism. The main differences be-
tween Lu Xun's literary theory and Plekhanov's lie in the fact
that Lu Xun''s realism put stress on subjectivity wwhile
Plekhanov's placed stress on the principle of “as objective as
Dhysics.” Though in this period the dialectical elements of Lu
Xun's “Prestructure” did not exert so much influence as they
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should have made , the el mphasizing subjective factors
in Lunacharsky's literary theory finally “activated” the homo-
geneous elements in Lu Xun's “Prestructure.” Lu Xun tried
hard not only to bring to light the objective tendency of history,
but to expedite this course with his subjective fighting spirit
which presented a sharp contrast to Plekhanov's objective prin-
ciple of “No tears and no laughter.”

Il. A Compromise Approach ; A Comparative Study of
Lu Xun's Literary Theory and Trotsky's and RAPP’s Literary
Theories

This section has made a breakthrough in Lu Xun Studies
by taking one important paragraph from the Editor’s After-
word to Currents by Lu Xun as an example, and tries to clear
up a misunderstanding by other scholars. This section bril-
liantly expounds Lu Xun's zig-zagging approach to truth
while facing a sharp conflict between the “ theory emphasizing
literature and art”and “that emphasizing classes.” This sec-
tion discusses Lu Xun's “ grafting approach”, grafting the
positive elements of Trotsky's literary theory upon RAPP’s
withered literary theory; that is , Lu Xun always tried to put
his personal experience and true feelings into those slogan-like
prestructured and ossified subjective ideas and to help prole-
tartan literature take root in a sound aesthetic theory. In this
section, the author also points out that though during this pe-
riod Lu Xun was still puzzling out his orientation and could
not really remedy all those aesthetic defects , it is the innate in-
consistencies in his theories at different periods and his efforts

.8

to find a compromise approach that reveal the profundity of
Lu Xun's literary theory with rich connotations.

V. Searching After Common Points ; Lu Xun's Ap-
proaches, Realism and Modern Artistic Approaches

The author in this section points out that because

Plekk ’s realism excluded subjectivity due to his excessive

stress on examining the reality “with the attention of a natu-
ral scientist” and his over-esteem for realism to the exclusion of
all others resulted in a one-sided view, Lu Xun's approaches
were different. Though his early works such as Call to Arms
and Wandering were realism-oriented , they still reflected his
inquiring spirit. In his later works such as Old Tales Retold ,
his portrayal and creation of characters were deliberately both
sketch-oriented and caricature-oriented , and therefore were
highly symbolic. Lu Xun deliberately alienated the subjective
interference from the objective description in order to set off
the subjective evaluation to advantage. This shows that Lu
Xun's approaches were different from the Soviet literary ap-
proaches which usually had a rigid tendency once established .
In order to find better approaches to reveal the rich content ,
Lu Xun was willing to adopt different approaches such as re-
alism, expressionism and symbolism and finally his approach
could truly reveal a multi-cultural world where the external
corresponded with the internal .

V. No Borrowing Without Discrimination . Lu Xun's
Mode of Acceptance

The author in this section analyses the differences in their

. 9 .




maodes of acceptance between Lu Xun and his contemporaries .
Lu Xun did not always follow suit in the process of reception
and interpretation and was willing to combine theory with
Ppractice in order to avoid the negative influence of the accepted
theories. By using the method of falsification, Lu Xun tried
his best to perfect what he had accepted. The author also
points out that the literary theories put forword by Qu Qiubai
and some members of Sun Society and Creation Society are es-
sentially a copy of the Soviet mode and that is not the case with
Lu Xun who showed in the course of reception great creative-
ness ,

VI. Emphasis on Subjectivity ; A Study of Lu Xun's Re-
alistic Theory and its Form

In this section, the author mainly expounds that in his
later period Lu Xun argued for a co-existence of subjective and
objective approaches without extinguishing their respective
features. This structural unity of subjectivity and objectivity
differed from the Soviet realistic theory. Relatively speaking ,
it was a realistic theory with emphasis on subjectivity. Lu
Xun's later literary theory also varied from the Soviet literary
theory in form . The latter was a science studying the univer-
sal law of literature and was an abstract approach ; the for-
mer was @ “subtheory” between the abstract and the concrete
which accepted the positivistic approach as a medium. The
strong points of the Soviet literary theory lay in its complicated
and comprehensive system while its weak points also lay in the
fact that once over-emphasis on pursuing unity emerged , cer-
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tain exclusiveness would arise simultaneously with the comple-
tion of its systematization. Though Lu Xun's literary theory
was not a perfect system , it widened the horizons of the con-
ventional realism . He thought what was more important was
to seek an organic unity of the put-in theory of “emphasis on
subjectivity” and the keynote of realism . Though Lu Xun's lit-
erary theory was not a systematic one, it remained open all the
time. In expounding his theories, Lu Xun was not used to
applying the style consistently used by the Soviet literary crit-
ics,and his later literary theory was expressed mainly in the
form of random thoughts and sudden notions.
VI. Discourse Analysis ; A Study of Lu Xun's Reception
of the Form of Soviet Literary Theory
Through a restudy of the literary discourse typically re-
vealed by Essays By A Dissenter , this section expounds the pos-
itive and negative influences of the Soviet literary forms on Lu
Xun during this period . In this section the author points out
that through a study and imitation of the Soviet literary dis-
course, Lu Xun gradually established his style of literary theo-
ry which became theoretically and logically clearer than ever
befere. But at the same time “ A new choice will surely lead to
new limitations” and the negative influences were also trace-
able. In the literary discourse typically revealed by Essays By

A Dissenter, the introduced scient rationality sometimes
was achieved at the cost of sacrificing the personal emotions
and poetic experience of the critic; the easyand powerful style
with logical reasoning revealed to a great extent the influence
S11 e



of determinism ; the lucid and categorical expressions also sug-
gested the influence of necessitarianism .

W. Change of Style , A Study of Lu Xun's Divergence
from the Discourse Mode Exemplified by Essays By A Dis-
senter .

This section, starting from di, ifferent angles such as Lu
Xun's political experiences , his typical aesthetic standards and
his hopeless situation at that time, discusses the causes of his
change of literary style in his later years and tries to reveal the
traits of his literary criticism. The author concludes that Lu
Xun's Life = revealing Style can be regarded as the soul of his
later literary criticism because it is a philosophized emotional
expression or an instinctive and concrete expression of ideas. It
Places stress on individual life experiences and inner emotions
while approaching the objects. That means to understand ev-
erything through one’s own personal experience. “ Unsystemat-
ic” is the structural SJorm of Lu Xun's later literary criticism .
In his later years, Lu Xun did not try to force himself to
write systematic and well-knit literary essays of the Soviet style
in order to avoid sticking to the established ideas, nor did he
try to sacrifice his own personal experience for a forced unity.
Instead, he used a free and loose style in the form of either
random thoughts or mazxims or impressions. He hoped that this
style could freely and naturally express his personal under-

dings of life and . “Poetic "is Lu Xun's
linguistic trait in his later years and it does not mean to use
beautiful language to conceal the poverty of thought. This
. 12 .
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style was suitable for his powerful and poetic expressions of
humanistic thought and scientific spirit ,and was also a repu-
diation of the lucid and categorical style exemplified by Essays
By A Dissenter.

This book concludes that though Lu Xun could not elimi-
nate the h g L lictory points of
view in his literary criticism and was unable to reconcile his
own style of literary discourse with his accepted theories, it is
in a sense his painstaking inquiries, his multi-cultural ap-
proach which was gaining in strength with the passing days,
his open \ inconsistent structures in his literary criticism and
his profound understanding of life that will lead us to think
hard about ourselves and the meaning of existence .

in his ¢

Translated by He Changyi
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