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Abstract

Tianjin Postal Datemark Atlas 1949 = 2006 consits of 49 sections grouped in 5

chapters as well as 5 appendices divided into 12 sections, containing over 3,000 en-
velops, cards, forms and stamps, including ordinary datemarks ; special postal date-

marks; postage paid datemarks; meter datemarks for destination, delivery and parcel

and computer - printed datemarks used by post offices within Tianjin urban area, the

In addition ,

four suburban districts, the three Binhai districts and the five counti

the " Free Military Mail" mark engraved and used by Tianjin Post since 1949, various
postal service marks used in Tianjin, the commemorative datemarks celebrating Tianjin
City
tions from 1996 10 2005, as well as the historical changes of operating names and prin-

and opera-

100th Anniversary, The historical changes of Tianjin postal offic

cipals of Tianjin Post from 1949 1o 2006 are also included as appendices.
This Atlas demonstrates the changes and development of Chinese post services
through a variety of postal datemarks, complemented with abstracts from national postal

“regulations on postal datemarks, as well as description on changes of Tian-

authorit

Jin munic zoning and postal offices and operations throughout different historical

I

It can serve as a complete and detailed historical reference for researching

perios
Tianjin postal stamp history since New Chinas foundation. It also provides an impor-
tant tool for postal staff, Faculty and students of postal schools as well as stamp collec-

tion and postal history enthusiasts to learn and research Tianjin postal history and to

collect Tianjin postal stamps since New China% foundation.
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Preface

My interest in collecting stamps, especially in researching postal history, can be traced back to near-
ly 70 years ago when I was still a liule hoy. Postal datemark is a key focus of my collection and research.

The envelops, cards, receipts and marks presented in th Tianjin Postal Datemark Atlas 1949 —2006 are

carefully selected from a collection of tens of thousands of envelops, cards, letter sheets and postal forms

a total of over 3000 datemarks

and receipts. Spanning S7 years from 1949 1ill now, this Atlas contain

atemarks: special postal datemarks; postage paid datemarks for international, domes

including ordinary

el and

tic as well as Hong Kong and Macau mails; meter datemarks for destination delivery and parc

computer — printed datemarks used by post offices within Tianjin urban area, the four suburban districts,
the three Binhai districts and the five counties. Among others, the featured datemarks were used by Tian-

jin Peoples Post within Nothern China Liberated Area as well as modified upon the foundation of New

s, all dotted line and all solid line) used by Tianjins municipal post

China; the three datemarks (3 blocl
office, branches and operations between 1952 and 1955 before the adoption of national unified datemark s
the " Domestic Postage Paid" datemark engraved and used by Tianjin itself; the only " Free Military

Mail" marks engraved and used by Tianjin Post; postal auxiliary marks and one hundred commemorative

datemarks celebrating Tianjin Gitys 100th Anniv

ry.

This Atlas not only provides an overall view on the history of Tianjin postal datemarks, but also gives

nits postal (& telecommunication)

a clear picture of the changes in Tianjin municipal zoning as well

offices and operations. 1t also reflects my achievements and insights gained during my decades of research

anjin postal history.

1tis a challenging task to deseribe a locality history , and even more challenging as to its postal his

especially its postal datemark history. As the authority of Tianjin Post has always been strictly adhe-

tary,
ring to national postal laws, regulations

and rules, the postal history data for the past 57 years contained

hercin may also be deemed as a representation of Chinas national postal history.

While born at " Lanfungs Home" of Wangs Courtyard in Jingsheng, Lingshi, Central Shanxi, | has

njin for nearly 70 years. As a Tianjin citizen and a Chinese stamp collec-

been living and working in

tor, Tin commitied 16 make contribution to my beloved second hometown and the Chinese postal services

and stamp collection. So I have been enjoying the great fun in collecting, piling and hing the

tended to promote stamp collection, provi

data on Chinese postal history for decades. This Atlas

a tool and reference for sorting stamp collections and researching Tianjin postal datemark history.
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Zhiyao Zhang was born in 1927 and comes from Shanxi. He started his stamp collection in 1940,
with a wide interest in collecting historic and current stamps from home and abroad. Since 19505 when he

focused on collecting stamps of New China and Liberated Areas as well

began his educator career, he

s studying postal history. He served as a member of the 3rd 1o 5th Standing Council and deputy director
of the Academic Commitiee of Tianjin Philatelic Association, one of the first academicians of All China
Philatelic Federation , representative for the 2ud to 5th Conference of All China Philatelic Federation, a
sember of the 4th and 5th Council , the Term Defining Committee and the 4th Academic Committee of All
from 1990 10 1999,

China Philatelic Federation. He was the deputy editor in chief for Tianjin Philate

editar in chief for certain sections such as marks, receipts and forms of China Philatelic Dictionary , and

editor in ehief Tor postal auxilliary marks section of China Philatelic Encyclopedia, and deputy editor in

chief for Tianjin Philatelic Forum sponsored by Tianjin Philatelic Association.

His data colleetion on Tianjin postal history of the early period after New Chinas foundation is a val-

set. He has published dozens of articles for National academic conferences as well as Collection

. Paper Colleetion and the supplementary issues of Philately. He has exhibited 7 of his

of Philatelic Pap

ollections on Tianjin and national philatelic exhibitions.
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