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Editors’ Note

With the prospect of more and more people learning
Chinese in their home countries, the need has arisen for new
and more interesting Chinese teaching materials in institutes
outside China that provide education in the Chinese language
and culture, especially in over 200 Confucius Institutes that
have been founded recently in different parts of the world.
We are proud to present Textbooks for Confucius Institutes,
compiled by the Institute for International Students, Nanjing
University, and published separately by the Beijing Language
and Culture University Press and the Shanghai Foreign Lan-
guage Education Press.

Chinese Culture Reader Series for Confucius Institutes,
a set of twelve 150-page pocketbooks, introduce some basic
facts about Chinese culture, such as ancient philosophical
aphorisms, idioms, myths, fables, historical anecdotes, po-
ems and proverbs, for foreign learners of Chinese. Each entry
is comprised of a Chinese text in the original, a pinyin, a con-
temporary Chinese version, an English translation,
explanations, questions, notes (if necessary) and illustrations.

This set aims to help foreign learners of Chinese to ac-
quire a better understanding of Chinese culture by getting
them acquainted with traditional Chinese wisdom that, as we
see it, still makes sense in the contemporary context.
Meanwhile, this set also provides beginner-level Chinese read-
ing materials, including pieces that we believe to be useful

and interesting. However. it should be pointed out that the



excerpts in the entries are used principally for the purpose of
helping the users learn some Chinese and may fall short as
vehicles of the original ideas of the authors.

In compiling this set of books, we have been given whole-
hearted support by the Department of Chinese and the
Confucius Institute at the University of Melbourne, Australia;
the East Asia School and the Confucius Institute at the Uni-
versity of Sheffield, Britain; the Confucius Institute at the
University of Waterloo, Canéda; the Confucius Institute in
Atlanta, and Brigham Young University, U.S.A. We would
also like to express our gratitude to Prof. David Holm, Direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute and Dean of the Department of
Chinese at the University of Melbourne, Prof. David Honey
of Brigham Young University, and Dr. Sarah Dauncey, Deputy
Director of the Confucius Institute at the University of
Sheffield, for their help in revising the English translations,
and to Prof. Li Yan, Director of the Confucius Institute at the
University of Waterloo, Prof. Tang Jianqing, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute at the University of Waterloo,
and Prof. Cai Rong, at Emory University and Director of the

Confucius Institute in Atlanta, for their valuable suggestions.

The Edirors
Nanjing University, China
March 2008
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Mencius

Mencius (circa 372-289 BC) was a great philosopher in
the Warring States Period (475-221 BC) and a key figure in
Confucianism. Born in today’s Zouxian, Shandong Province,
he had been tutored by a disciple of Confucius’ grandson.
Mencius believed the people to be more important than the
monarch and advocated his ideas about the benevolent and
generous administration of a state during his travels in vari-
ous states of his time, but without much success. Mencius
has been respected as the Second Greatest Sage because his
studies and interpretations of Confucianism, as recorded in
the classic Mencius, are generally considered the orthodoxy

in later generations.
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Philosophy about the World

1.

tian shi bu ra dili, di i ba ra rén hé.

RIFA TR, A A GAF

AP RO RS AIE RIS, AR
BB AMALHE,

Hi¥: Favorable weather is less important than advanta-
geous terrain, and advantageous terrain is less important
than harmonious human relations.

i T FTREARK=24%: “Rif. A, AFf”, £
h, “AF” RRESGEE, ET—F, wRANFA.
LT, SHBIFAA, BRGEEHRE. DLEE
HRA. RERFNBAFF, RESREX=AN2F
I, RMAMEER AR, RNMEFA “RAF £
HIAWA T RAZLE.

3. OZFREGRFIZEFE “RiF. Bf]. AF” &,
HRRAREZHEERTR—A? A4 X2

QFABIHK K, EHLAEAT, FAREARE AAFH
TZ2EmEEFT RIH?
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2.

dé dao zhé dud zhu, shi dao zhé gud zhu.

HiEL, KEEZ.
Ak EX—FREBEL IR, FEX—TTRD .

Hi%: The side with justice wins more support, and the
side without justice is short of support.

BT : ABAZE. ZEE£AZE. BHSEZH. K
mERAZNAEEL HEELHKEY, EX—FHE
HibfehRFOFRTFES IH, AT EELSH, 47
MAEEX —F, RMNELFH “HFRELE”,

B8 . QAEXEHLT, AM4L44EHKE LA RLE
S B VAE?

Q@ FAVXAME LR, A EAN F KB E A E LK
49







3.

sheng yu you huan, ér si yu an le yé.

AT, TSET 4
i BMETIA, FZERMIE

¥Ei¥ : Live in hardship and die in comfort.

W —AAL —ABER. —ARAEEEAALRS
AHERBERARAHCHREE, wRTBAIER, LHFHER
W, R, BMEFEMERE, AEHFHEHRT, |
HNR, FTFAARKRBRBER, s FLLRHRAT
BHEs, FFEREAARAGRES, 24028 K, R
RTFRTERRA,

MR . QAFENREK, b K- PENEE, ANERAL
E, HEHSHERGER, HKELE?

QM B TCRAN A LR BURIRST “AFIE, TFER”
#9IA1R,






