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1. It's About Time
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2. Hope Spring Eternal—and So Do Seasonal Projects
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3. Jessie’s Glove

L A St S (4)
4. Fill Your Life with Love

A R e (6)
5. The Present
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6. Life
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7. Thanks Awfully

Fo B e (13)
8. Listen to Your Heart

b U S S S L (14)
9. Your Incomparable Worth
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18. My Journey Home
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20. | Just Can't Believe It
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21. Whatever You Need
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23. Make Peace with Imperfection
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In Diana's eyes, time is too twinkling to catch ,happening ,done, or made
only once . Passing away will disappear for ever.

About the Poet .

Diana Der—Hovanessian was Fulbright Professor of American poetry at Yere-
van State University in 1999 and 1994, She is the author of 20 books of poetry
and translations and has awards from the National Endowment for the Arts , PSA,
PEN—Columbia Translation Center, National Writers Union, American Scholar,

Prairie Schooner ,and others. She is president of the New England Poetry Club.

S0\ Modern essays Jifi i%g Possible translation $iLiF
e g
It's About Time Bt i
By Diana Der-Hovanessian
t is about landscape shifting just BR—REALH N‘? iEfR
when you thought you had it right for BESENNA LR EE.,
the canvas. ﬂ%gﬁk}gﬂ:iﬁiﬁﬁ?

It is about buildings settling into different  NFHLKI , i % 28 71 6 75 4 %
shapes after the students, the cleaners and  %fa,

echoes are gone. KR GG HERME, %
It is about empty corridors and windows R o .

filling with new light. XEEMBRE.NEME
It is about love mostly missed, lost and I

found unexpectedly. AT A OB I AR
It is about understanding the painting is e e .

of the day that will not stay; the poem for the 36 bﬁf}()@*%if‘ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

person who will not hear. HIARSIEABIL
It is about time too. R e




SHTTE G 1t

“\ L’“?

#4s  Word notes AiA) Rk

Tk

Yoo

landscape n. A5t
canvas n. L1
corridor n. ;EJER
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Spring is more like it—a time of high energy, purpose, and determination.

Project is a word filled with promise and purpose. It is better to let projects carried

out in the bright spring.
q*i\;f Modern essays J&iEi 3L

Hope Spring Eternal—and
So Do Seasonal Projects

ore than any other time of year,
M spring is the season for projects. Gar-
dens need planting. Lawns need mowing.
Houses need refurbishing, inside and out.
Closets need cleaning.
Birds are clearly not the only ones
nesting these days.

t

Whoever coined the phrase “ spring
fever” to describe a seasonal laziness got it
slightly wrong. “Spring fervor” is more like
it—a time of high energy, purpose, and de-
termination.

Whatever the season, in fact, projects
serve as dream-builders. One post-college

friend believed so strongly in the value of pro-

% -

;ig Possible translation HiRILi%

—EZHETE

FXTF — 4 R H B R ELF
RER—MHRIEZHET. &
R R EF ENER
EXE, BTRERIMMEER
Rl B AR AT

EEXPHEFLQFIHA
RS L.

Tt e, REMAFR"
EAMALREEXNFTEE
H97E , BB 4 M 9N S iR
T “BE AEBRE—R
R—AFEWHH S BERRLH
i

b, FSRAFET, I
Sl A8 A SC BT AR 55 A
— REAEE IS A AR AR R
Hr R R (R AR BE, 45 R A 3R
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jects that she proposed them as a solution for
almost any need. Sad? Bored? Lonely? Her
advice was always the same; You need a pro-
ject.

She had a point.

Project is a word filled with promise and
purpose. A project offers a reason to get out of
bed in the morning or to leave work on time in
the evening. It can provide an outlet for crea-
tivity. It promotes self-discipline. It has a de-
finable beginning and an imaginable end. It
also promises a measure of satisfaction , if only
to be able to check it off a list of “things to
do”.

Even young children can warm to the
possibilities.

No wonder school-age children may groan
at the word “homework” but listen attentively to
an assignment described as a “project”. Even
so, they can easily underestimate their time.
How many parents have burned midnight oil with
their offspring, helping to finish a project-a pa-
per-mache volcano, perhaps, or a diorama of
Bunker Hill-that is suddenly due tomorrow?

Then again, adults can be guilty of the
same misjudgments of time. A new survey in
Britain finds that TV home-improvement
programs, however useful, came with an
unexpected downside. Kim Howells, the minister
for consumer affairs , wams that “ people always

VORI JLF R il AT Ao [
BEIE. WMAA AL T
ISR DM, , i b 2R IR 2 — E
0 IR IRTE— TR,

IR —

HRIR -7 E R EME
HIRFIR THRISMRBEERE N
LERRERRSE AW FE
TR TR . B/ LA AR
hEARME WS, B LUR
HE—-PANBR. EE— LY
FoF— DA LB 4R, R
BB E LM T
BXFRYTE, B RE X AT 49 %
BREBLHTH

PR FARAh TR 13
XEETREMEAR T B AR,

HoXE R 2 0% L 2 72 7 B A
BOREEMEAL” & & & 1L
B, e BB R A R
B9 CERSE) 8 i Bef £ 04 % 0 b
BRUT. BIEEXHE, Ml fiTiE R 3E
WE S AR 186t a2k
BELXBERILLT—E A
KT B BOR R B 78 Rt
E? (XA RIS R E M —
A FRERAR 5l LAY K LR, B i
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ERAK . — T 7 3 B #1719
VBRI, B 280k A BB 3
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overreaching themselves. It looks easy on the
TV and they assume that job is not going to
take as long as it actually is. ”

Whatever the ultimate goal, a project
needs to be more than just an assignment. To
be successful, it must include an element of
play—to have a freshness like spring itself.

The poet W. H. Auden describes spring
as descending like “a fresh hand with fresh
power. ” The same words could describe the
project-makers of spring, energized with “a
fresh hand” and “fresh power” as they roll up

their sleeves and go at it.

’*5: Word notes A:iaTERk

mow v. YCEIFERR
refurbish ve. FEE G, kBT

descend v. [l
3 =i
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Jessie' glove tells us one common truth - the attitude of boss to staff is not or-

der , but care.

gr_l;\;;‘ Modern essays 33

I

Jessie’s Glove
do a lot of management training each

year for the Circle K Corporation , a

| 4

;;i;a Possible translation X%
s N

ABEHFE
BERE N K RIFAFALET
Foi B I, X R — FOB T
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national chain of convenience stores, Among
the topics we address in our seminars is the
retention of quality employees—a real chal-
lenge to managers when you consider the pay
scale in the service industry. During these
discussions, I ask the participants.

“ What has caused you to stay long
enough to become a manager?” After a while
a new manager took the question and slowly,
with her voice almost breaking, said, “It was
a $ 19 baseball glove. ”

Cynthia told the group that she originally
took a Circle K clerk job as an interim position
while she looked for something better. On her
second or third day behind the counter, she
received a phone call from her nine-year old
son, Jessie. He needed a baseball 'glove for
Little League. She explained that as a single
mother, money was very tight, and her first
check would have to go for paying bills. Per-
haps she could buy his baseball glove with her
second or third check.

When Cynthia arrived for work the next
morming, Patricia, the store manager, asked her
to come to the small room in back of the store
that serve as an‘ office. Cynthia wondered if she
had done something wrong or left some part of
her job incomplete from the day before. She was
concerned and confused,
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