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MAINTAINING THE PAST BRILLIANCE OF THE METROPOLIS

Zhang Xichang & Zhang Wei

Longtang is the unique design of residence lanes in Shanghai where millions of
Shanghainese have been born and grown up. These longtangs are architectural spaces in
which generations of residents have lived. Shanghaipeople themselves named their resi-
dential lanes with this affectionate term.

700 years ago, Shanghai was a desolate fishing village. Over the centuries, Shanghai
grew to become a major population cenler'of China. It changed even further under the
influence of the Western World. By the 1930s, it had become the focus of world attention
as a major metropolis of China and a center of international and domestic trade, industry
and finance, and was ranked among the major metropolises of the world. As Shanghai
developed into a major metropolis, longtangs also grew in importance becoming the archi-
tectural form for the city population. And it was the immigrants from various parts of
China living in their longtangs for generations who created the prosperity that allowed
Shanghai to thrive.

Longtang is an interesting book that factually records the century history of Shanghai
from the perspective of its longtangs. Each longtang has a story reflecting the vicis—
situdes of Shanghai worth reading and remembering.

A longtang is like an oil pointing worth analyzing and absorbing. The high gables,
window iron bar patterns, mottled black doors, skillfully written names, and wrinkled
walls all form a very beautiful tableau.

A longtang is also like a silent film, The wide and bright sitting-rooms, courtyards
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full of flower pots, narrow and dim lanes, overhead
attics overlooking the street give you a sense of the
fullness of life, sentiment, rejoicing and magnifi—
cence of living there. These images are unforgettable
as vestiges of a long history of personal lives.

When you are wandering in a longtang, you would have
the feeling that you are meeting a centenarian. The
wrinkles on his forehead are the stamp of the “year—
rings” of the metropolis. In these “year-rings” are
stories of living in the century-old longtang.

Reminiscence and retrospection is most exciting.
People not only cherish the memory of the longtang
with its stone-framed front gates affectionately, but
also remember the special cultural feelings created by
living in their longtang. When you read and view this
pictorial history of the longtangs, you will be re-
minded of the brilliance of the metropolis.
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