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Inference is a process of reasoning in which the reader arrives at the meaning of a
text which is intended by the author and not expressed openly or directly. In making an
inference, the reader is requived firstly to read cavefully the related evidence and Jully
understand its meaning. Based on such an understanding, the reader then goes beyond the
printed words, and by reading between the lines, arrives at the hidden meaning of the text.

Good inferences depend to a large extent on the reader’s awareness of the distinction
between the denotation and the connotation of words. Normmally, all content words have
certain general denotations (or definitions). In addition to this aspect of meaning, a word
may carry with it some associated meanings or connotations. For example, the definition
of "mother” is "a female parent,” bui the associated meanings of the word may include
"love, care, warmth, guardicm, tenderness.”

Synonyms often contain different shades of meaning. For instance, with the meaning
of "thin,” "slim" is regarded as a compliment:’ "delicate” suggests weakness; "skinny” is
uncomplimentary, and "emaciated” means thinness due to starvation. The word "residence"
obviously lacks the warmth, comfort and security associated with "home" although they
both mean "a place where someone lives.” So, the reader should be responsive to the subtle
meanings of words, particularly the descriptive words such as nouns, verbs, adjectives and
adverbs, and find out what lies behind them.

P ractice

Read the following passages and answer the questions given after:
1
Weather routing is, simply put, a method of planning a course of travel around and
through bad weather. It is the shortest course, generally, in terms of both time and risk. It is
an instrument of control and efficiency in navigation, a means to greater safety and speed.

! associated: related

? compliment: 2&4E1T, BEEE, WIE, ALAX
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In recent years weather routing has been very much refined, vet as an idea, it is new.
Men have long been helpless before the weather and, like other creatures, have withdrawn
in fear and simply suffered catastrophe. Those who exposed most suffered most, and these
were mariners. But centuries of ill-tempered skies and quiet seas taught them both caution
and courage. They understood the wind's message and faced with confidence or feared with

reason the motions of the sea and sky.

1. It can be inferred from the passage that weather routin g
A. does away with all known dangers
B. is opposed by pilots and navigators
C. is not a guarantee against all risks
D. was practiced by early mariners
2. The passage suggests that safe travel often depends on
A. understanding the weather and careful planning
B. safe equipment and self-confidence
C. simple luck and common sense
D. light winds and clear skies

2

On Sunday, October 8, 1871, the town of Peshtigo in the North Wisconsin woods lay
baked and sultry' in the autumn heat. The air was eerie’ in its stillness. Old-timer John
Cameron recalled, "Not a crow, not a bird of any kind was heard to call." Over the past
three months, crews building the North Western railroad nearby had been burning leftover
timber. In the smali, quiet town of Peshtigo, every man, woman, and child had eyes
streaked® with red. Shortly after 9 o'clock that Sunday evening, a low moaning could be
heard far off in the timber. It soon became a steady roar, and fotks began to emerge
curiously from their doors. Suddenly a whirling slab of fire came hurtling out of nowhere
and dropped onto the sawdust’ street. Within moments, a seething,” soaring hell broke
loose, and a hurricane of fire turned some 700 people to white ash and black cinder.

1. The quotation "Not a crow, not a bird of any kind was heard to call,” suggests that

sultry: very hot and humid
eerie: unnatural

streak: IDZiM T, oo+
sawdust: i /E

seethe: i, #HE

L I A



Unit One

A. all the birds had been killed by the fire
B. wildlife is often sensitive to approaching danger
C. birds are quiet during the autumn months
D. all forms of wildlife had fled the area
2. The paragraph suggests that the fire was directly caused by
A. persistent hot weather B. careless burning by railroad crews
C. a neglected campfire D. a lightning storm

3

The term "satellite city” is used to describe the relationship between a large city and
neighboring smaller cities and towns that are economically dependent upon it. Satellite
cities may be collection and distribution points in the commercial linkage of a trading
metropolis, or they may be manufacturing or mining centers existing with one-industry
economies as the creatures of some nearby center. This latter form is what is generally
meant when one uses the term "satellite city." Taken in this sense, nineteenth-cénnuy
Chicopee and Lowell, Massachusetts, were satellites of Boston. Both were mill towns
created by Boston investors to serve the economy of that New England metropolis. Located
on cheap land along water-power sites in the midst of a farming region that could supply
ample labor, they were satellites in the full sense of the term. Pullman, Illinois, and Gary,
Indiana, were likewise one-industry towns created in conjunction with' the much broader
economy of nearby Chicago. Such places, as Vera Schlakman and Stanley Buder have
pointed in their excellent urban® biographies, had a one-dimensional quality, a lack of
social vigor. These cities could not stand alone; they were in a sense colonies of a
multifunctional mother city.

1. Which of the following is a characteristic of a satellite city?
ATt is a self-sufficient community.
B. It offers cheap land to people.
C. It tends to concentrate on a single product.
D. It lies within a space station orbiting Earth.
2. It can be inferred from the passage Vera Schlakman and Staniey Buder are
A. authors B. investors
C. social workers D. factory workers
3.1t can be inferred from the passage that Vera Schlakman and Stanley Buder would
describe the economics of towns like Pullman and Gary as

! in conjusction with: 5..... [
* urban: of, relating 1o, or located in a city



Reading and Writing
A. diversified B. dependent
C. vigorous D. primitive

4

There is much discussion today about whether economic growth is desirable. At an
earlier period, our desire for material wealth may have been justified. Now, however, this
desire for more than we need is causing serious problems. Even though we have good
intentions, we may be producing too much, too fast.

Those who criticize economic growth argue that we must slow down. They believe
that society is approaching certain limits on growth. These include the fixed supply of
natural resources, the possible negative effects of industry on the natural environment, and
the continuing increase in the world's population. As society reaches these limits, economic
growth can no longer continue, and the quality of life will decrease.

People who want more economic growth, on the other hand, argue that even at the
present growth rate there are still many poor people in the world. These proponents of
economic growth believe that only more growth can create the capital needed to improve
the quality of life in the world. Furthermore, they argue that only continued growth can
provide the financial resources required to protect our natural surroundings from
industrialization.

This debate over the desirability of continued economic growth is of vital importance
to business and industry. If those who argue against economic growth are correct, the
problems they mention cannot be ignored. To find a solution, economists and the business
community must pay attention to these problems and continue discussing them with one
another.

1. Tt can be inferred that in the past
A. there was much argument over economic growth
B. people were worried about the negative effects of industrialization
C. people demanded justification for the fast economic growth
D. there were good reasons to develop economy
2. What can be inferred about natural resources?
A. Natural resources are not inexhaustible and may be used up.
B. Economic growth allows people to find new natural resources.
C. Industrial development will pave the way for the protection of natural resources.
D. The limited natural resources bring negative results to industry.
3. We may assume that proponents of economic growth are more interested in
A. helping the poor people B. protecting natural environment
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C. becoming wealthier D. finding more financial resources

Reading Selection One

The Ugly Truth about Beauty
By Dave Barry

If you're a man, at some point a woman will ask you
how she looks.

"How do | lock?" she'll ask.

You must be careful how you answer this question. The
best technigque is to form an honest yet sensitive opinion,
then collapse*® on the floor with some kind of fatal
seizure.? Trust me, this is the easiest way out. Because
you will never come up with the right answer.

The problem is that women generally do not think of
their looks in the same way that men do. Most men form
an opinion of how they look in seventh grade, and they
stick to it for the rest of their lives. Some men form the
opinion that they are irresistibly handsome and they do not
change this opinion even when their noses bloat® to the
size of eggplants and their eyebrows grow together to form
what appears to be a giant forehead-dwelling tropical
caterpillar.*

Most men, | believe, think of themselves as
average-looking. Men will think this even if their faces
cause heart failure in cattle at a range of 300 yards. Being
average does not bother them; average is fine, for men.
This is why men never ask anybody how they look. Their
primary form of beauty care is to shave themselves, which
is essentially the same form of beauty care that they give
to their lawns. If, at the end of his four-minute daily beauty
regimen,® a man has managed to wipe most of the
shaving cream out of his hair and is not bleeding too
badly, he feels that he has done all he can, so he stops
thinking about his appearance and devotes his mind to

! collapse: {# [

? seizure: RIFH) SRR AE
* bloat: R B A

* caterpillar: £t

5 regimen: 34
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more criticai issues, such as the Super Bowl.!

Women do not look at themselves this way. If | had to
express, in three wards, what | believe most women think
about their appearance, those words would be: "not good
enough.” No matter how attractive a woman may appear to
be to others, when she looks at herself in the mirror, she
thinks: woof. She thinks that at any moment a municipal®
animal-control officer is going to throw a net over her and
haul her off to the sheiter.

Why do women have such low self-esteem? There are
many complex psychological and societal reasons, by
which | mean Barbie. Girls grow up playing with a doll
propoertioned such that, if it were a human, it would be
seven feet tall and weigh 81 pounds, of which 53 pounds
would be bosoms. This is a difficult appearance standard
to live up to, especially when you contrast it with the
standard set for little boys by their dolls ... excuse me, by
their action figures. Most of the action figures that my son
played with when he was little were hideous®-looking. For
example, he was very fond of an action figure (part of the
He-Man series) called "Buzz-Off" who was part human,
part flying insect. Buzz-Off was not a locker. But he was
extremely self-confident. You could not imagine Buzz-Off
saying to the other action figures: Do you think these wings
make my hips look big?*

But women grow up thinking they need to look like
Barbie, which for most women is impossible, although
there is a multibillion-dollar beauty industry devoted to
convincing women that they must try. | once saw an Oprah
show wherein supermodel Cindy Crawford dispensed *
makeup tips to the studio audience. Cindy had all these

middle-aged women applying beauty products to their

faces; she stressed how important it was to apply them in
a certain way, using the tips of their fingers. All the women
dutifully did this, even though it was obvious to any sane
observer that, no matter how carefully they applied these
products, they would never .lock remotely like Cindy
Crawford, who is some kind of genetic® mutation.

60

' Super Bowl: HEAE (LESEHMBBSABERT RIRE)
* municipal: /B[]

3 hideous: B

? dispense: give

5 genetic: #{LY]
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I'm not saying that men are superior. I'm just saying
that you're not going to get a group of middle-aged men to
sit in a room and apply cosmetics to themselves under the
instruction of Brad Pitt, in hopes of looking more like him.
Men would realize that this task was pointless and
demeaning.! They would find some way to bolster® their
self-esteem that did not require looking like Brad Pitt. They
would say to Brad: "Oh YEAH? Well what do you know about
LAWN CARE, pretty boy?"

Of course many women will argue that the reason they
become obsessed with® trying to look like Cindy Crawford
is that men, being as shallow as a drop of spit, WANT
women 1o look that way. To which | have two responses:

1. Hey, just because WE'RE idiots, that does not mean
YOU have to be; and

2. Men don't even notice 97 percent of the beauty
efforts you make anyway. Take fingernails. The average
woman spends 5,000 hours per year worrying about her
fingernails; | have never once, in more than 40 years of
listening to men talk about women, heard a man say, "She
has a nice set of fingernails!" Many men would not notice
if a woman had upward of four hands. '

Anyway, to get back to my original point: If you're a
man, and a woman asks you how she looks, you're in big
trouble. Obviously, you can't say she looks bad. But you
also can't say that she looks great, because she'li think
you're lying, because she has spent countless hours, with
the help of the multibillion-dollar beauty industry,
obsessing about the differences between herself and Cindy
Crawford. Also, she suspects that you're not qualified to
judge anybody's appearance. This is because you have
shaving cream in your hair.

Comprehension

3

I. Tellif the following statements are true or false according to the passage:

1. A woman is never satisfied with her look.
2. _Most men think of themselves as average-looking.

U demesning: &5 L5 iy
? bolster: support
* be/become obsessed with: T3k



