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Introduction

Overview

New Standard College English has a number of important
principles:

® it presents a balanced approach between language
knowledge and language skills, so that the students
not only learn about English, but also learn how to
use their knowledge in interactive situations

e it develops effective communication strategies by
integrating the language skills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening in a holistic way, which
reflects real-life language use

e it encourages the development of intercultural
awareness, to allow the students to use their
language knowledge and skills with speakers from
different cultures

® it promotes a learner-centred approach, where the
students are encouraged to personalize the process
of language acquisition, to make best use of the
resources within their classroom as well as online,
and to develop learning strategies which are most
appropriate to their personal requirements and
circumstances

e it exposes the students to the variety of language
which is spoken and written in everyday situations
today

e it develops critical thinking, which encourages the
students to look beyond the passages and consider
the broader implications of what they have read or
listened to

Components and course organization

There are six levels for New Standard College English
to be used over the three years of English language
instruction. Each level contains:
® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Student's Book

e Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Student's Book

e  Real Communication: Workbook

e Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Teacher's Book

e Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Teacher's Book

The Listening and Speaking course contains video and
audio passages. The whole course is supported by an on-
line version, which will both enhance the textbook version
and include specially written material.

Each Student Book contains ten units, and each unit
contains a single broad theme, such as starting out at
college, learning to think, communication, feelings and
emotions, popular science, travel etc. As the Integrated
Course book is designed to be used alongside the
Listening and Speaking book, the themes are the same in
both books.

Course design and syllabuses

The course design adopts a multi-syllabus approach

appropriate to the university students and teachers.

The syllabuses include:

e themes, chosen for their interest and relevance
to university students studying in China, but who
have a desire to learn about countries and cultures
around the world

® lexis, guided by the wordlist in the College English
Curriculum Requirements (CECR) and supported
by the Macmillan English Dictionary (New edition,
2007)

® grammar and sentence patterns, presented in the
context of the passages

e skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing and
translating

® pronunciation, focusing on particular areas of
difficulty for Chinese speakers of English

® intercultural awareness, through exposure to a
wide variety of international issues as well as the
linguistic and non-linguistic conventions, customs,
traditions, attitudes and beliefs of cultures from all
round the world

Unit organization

Real Communication: An Integrated Course

The unit follows a basic pattern:

Starting point introduces the unit theme by a variety
of speaking activities, including questionnaires, discussion
points and famous quotations.



Active reading (1) contains the first main reading
passage and focuses on the words which should be learnt
either for receptive or productive use. There is preparation
for reading and prediction work, a while-reading activity,
and a Language and culture box with information
about cultural references in the passage which may be
unfamiliar to the students.

Then there is a series of stages which focus on:

e reading and understanding, in which the main
ideas and detailed meaning of the passage is
explored

e dealing with unfamiliar words, where there are
three types of words and activities. The words in
the tinted vocabulary box are words which are
prescribed by the CECR wordlist, and the activities
which accompany them are designed to explore
their meaning and form. There are also lexical
sets in the vocabulary box which are related to
the topic. The final type of words are those which
are beyond the required level, but which need to
be understood in order to be able to understand
the main idea of the passage. The accompanying
activity encourages the students to develop skills
to deal with unfamiliar words, both within and
beyond the passage

e reading and interpreting, in which aspects of
inference, style, and writer's purpose are examined

e developing critical thinking, a series of questions
which develop the ideas presented in the passage,
and encourage independent thinking

Talking point is a short section where the unit theme
is further explored by an opportunity for less intensive
discussion and interaction.

Active reading (2) contains the second main
reading passage, and covers the same stages as in Active
reading (1). The passage explores the unit theme from a
different perspective and is written in a different genre
from the passage in Active reading (1). This ensures that
the students are exposed to a variety of viewpoints and
genres.

Talking point occurs again, and serves a similar
function to the first Talking point.

Language in use is designed to explore aspects
of grammar and complex sentence patterns which are

presented in the two reading passages. There may also be
extra information about particular words or expressions,
or some work on collocations. The section finishes with
translation from and into Chinese.

Reading across cultures contains a passage which
shows an aspect of cultural life, customs or behaviour in
a country or culture other than China, and with which the
students may not be familiar. There are comprehension
questions and questions which provide an opportunity for
the students to compare the culture shown in the passage
with their own culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. Aspects of
language which are commonly found in written English,
especially academic writing, are explored, and the section
finishes with an activity designed to help the students
perform a new and unique piece of writing which
practises the aspects of language explored earlier.

Unit task provides a task which allows the students
to review all the language skills they have encountered in
the whole unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

Real Communication: Listening and Speaking

Starting point is a pair- or group-work activity
which introduces the unit theme.

Inside view provides listening practice by means
of a video story of three students, Mark (English), Kate
(American) and Janet (Chinese) at the University of
Oxford in England. Filmed on location in Oxford, it shows
their typical lives, interests and concerns, and provides
an insight into the university and the city. There are
comprehension activities and a Language and culture
box to explain unfamiliar cultural references. Everyday
English highlights some of the words and expressions
which are very common in spoken, contemporary English,
and which may be difficult to understand. The section
ends with a guided functional dialogue, with a box of
useful functional expressions, taken from the video story
as references.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity which
remains close to the unit theme, but allows a change of
pace in the lesson.



Outside view uses short extracts from video material
in which the English is authentic and roughly graded
to the students' level. The accompanying activities are
designed more to enable the students to understand the
main ideas, rather than to check detailed comprehension.
There is a section for Developing critical thinking, with
a similar intention to the ones in the Integrated Course.

Listening in contains two listening passages which
provide further practice listening to roughly graded
material. As with Outside view, the intention is to expose
the students to language which may be slightly higher
than their present level of English, but which will prepare
them for listening and understanding in real-life contexts.
This section finishes with a Developing critical thinking
activity too.

Presentation skills includes advice on techniques
for giving effective presentations, as well as a box of
functional expressions. The main activities lead the
students to give a presentation related to the unit theme.

Pronunciation focuses on the specific points in
pronunciation, stress and intonation which cause Chinese
speakers of English difficulty, and includes aspects such
as linking sounds, stressed words, and sense groups.

Unit task contains a task which allows the students
in pairs or groups to review all the language skills they
have covered during the unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

English in 21st-century China

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning for
a lifetime, educate people.”

The Chinese proverb is equally well-known in English.
New Standard College English plans for a lifetime of
learning by promoting best practice in language teaching
and quality education.

The course aims to encourage the students to enjoy
using English and to develop a sense of progress and
achievement in their learning.

Secondly, it sets a new standard for English language
teaching in Chinese universities. It stands as the sum of
our knowledge about English in the 21st century, about
language teaching methodology, about how to choose

content which reflects the interests of university students,
and about how to bring all these features together in an
attractively designed, state-of-the-art textbook.

Above all, New Standard College English lays the
foundations of educating a lifetime of English users in
China, which will encourage their membership of the
worldwide and intercultural English speaking community.
It invites the students to reach beyond their university,
beyond their region and beyond China itself, and to join an
international community where English is used both as the
language of commerce, economics, entertainment, culture
and politics, and as a means to promote international
understanding and peace.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief
New Standard College English
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Janet, Kate and Mark
go punting
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Unit 1 College culture

Starting point

1 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

How much do you enjoy living on campus?

How much do you enjoy college food?

How noisy is it at night when you’re trying to sleep?

How comfortable is your room?

How much privacy do you have?

How well do you get on with the students in your dormitory?
How much are you looking forward to living next year?

W N =

N SN A

Inside view
Conversatianfih.
1 Look at the photos and answer the questions.

1 What is happening in the photos?
2 How do people raise money for charities in China?
3 What happens when you sponsor someone for a charity event?

2 Watch Conversation 1 and check (v) what Kate, Janet and
Mark have decided on.

|| 1 the charity they will raise money for

|| 2 the way they are going to raise the money

| | 3 the date of the charity event

|| 4 the design of the sponsorship form

| 5 who will change the wording of the sponsorship form
|| 6 where the sponsored punting will start from

Conversation 1
boathouse /'bouthavs/ n. (H &AL #IIH)
AT, AR
t /pant/ v. >
3 Watch Conversation 1 again and answer the questions. Dty v RO R

charity /tferoti/ n. ZEH3
1 Why have Mark and Kate decided to raise money for charity? sponsorship /'sponsofip/ n. ¥EH, %8

2 What does Janet say about this? route /ru:t/ n. B52%, W4 J
3 What does Kate explain to Janet? ‘

4 What does Mark show the girls?

5 Why does Mark suggest starting the punt from the Cherwell
Boathouse?

nguage and cultu




College culture Unit 1

Con_

4 Work in pairs and check () the events that you
think will happen during the sponsored punting.

|| 1 Kate offers to punt.

77777 | 2 Janet admires the scenery.

| 3 Kate criticizes the way Mark punts.

_| 4 The friends discuss arrangements to collect
the sponsorship money.

| 5 Kate complains that a lot of people have not

paid their sponsorship money yet.

The friends discuss the amount of money that

has been raised.

]
=)

7 The friends arrange a meeting.
8 Mark falls into the river.

i |
gl 1

5 Watch Conversation 2 and choose the best way to
complete the sentences.

I Janet says that she
(a) loves boats
(b) has never punted before
(c) isn’t used to boats
(d) is scared she might fall in

2 Mark suggests that he punt for
(a) half an hour
(b) the first 20 minutes
(c) the first hour
(d) most of the trip

3 Kate says she will have all the sponsorship money
by .
(a) Friday
(b) next Friday
(c) Thursday
(d) next Thursday

4 The friends have raised
(a) about £600
(b) £600
(c) about £700
(d) £700

9]

Mark suggests that they .

(a) eat their picnic while travelling along the river
(b) move over to the bank and stop for a while

(c) eat their picnic in about ten minutes

(d) move over to the bank and eat their picnic



Unit 1 College culture

6 Watch Conversation 2 again and complete the

sentences.

Janet I’m not used to boats — Woah!

Mark Whoops!

Kate Watch out! You nearly hit me with that thing!

Mark
Kate
Mark

Kate
Mark

Kate
Janet

Kate

Janet

Kate

Janet

Janet
Kate
Mark

Mark
Girls

Janet
Mark

Sorry! I didn’t mean to. ... OK, we’re off!

1) do the punting.

It’s fine. I’ve got the hang of it now — give
me a chance.

Well, I"d like to have a go.

2) I do the first hour. Then

you can take over for a while, if you want to.

Yes, great.

You’re really good at it, Mark! This is
fantastic! It’s exactly how I imagined life
here! Look over there — isn’t it lovely!
Yes, it is.

Kate, (3)
for collecting the sponsorship money?
Yes, (4)
get the money to me by next Friday — if they

haven’t paid online. (5)
Good. (6)
soon after that, don’t you think? How much

have a meeting

have we raised?

About 600.

Fantastic! I’'m so enjoying this!

Hey guys, (7) -
(8) moving over to the bank and

we can have our picnic! Hey, look, there’s
Louise and Sophie!

Whoo ...

Mark!

Are you all right?

Er ... Of course I'm all right. Kate, I think
it’s your turn to punt!

Everyday English

8 Work in pairs and act out the conversation.

Student A Tell student B you’ve been thinking
about a particular person or group
of people who need financial help

and you’d like to help them.

Student B Tell student A you’ve been thinking
the same.

Student A Suggest organizing an event to
raise money for this cause.

Student B Agree and make some suggestions
about what the event should be.

Student A Say what you think of these
suggestions.

Students A&B Make some plans using a list about
what you need to do.

Student A Sum up and mention one or two
things you’ve agreed on so far.

Student B Mention one other thing you’ve

agreed on.



Checking and confirming decisions
and arrangements
So that's decided then.
Everything’s organized, isn't it, ...?
I've arranged (for ...) to ...

Making plans

Let's make a list of things we need to do.
(il A

One of the first things we should dois ...
We need to ...

We have to ...

We'd better ...

Making suggestions
Maybe | should ...
Supposing ...

I've got a suggestion.
How about ...

ey

College culture Unit 1

Talking point

1 Do the quiz.

I When you have a lecture at nine o’clock, do you ...?
A turn up 45 minutes late and get a black look from the lecturer
B arrive out of breath, straight from the gym
C sleep through it — you only got back at 2 am after a great party
D wait nervously outside the lecture hall 30 minutes before it starts
E arrive punctually — hate to miss anything

2 How much time do you spend studying?
A T might have a quick look at my notes when I’m in the bar.
B Not much time this week: I’ve got to practise for the match
on Saturday.
C As much time as I need, but I don’t usually start until midnight.
D Most of the day (and all of the night).
E A lot of time — that’s why I’m at university!

3 How do you get on with your tutors?

A Idon’t know them very well as I don’t see them that often.

B They’re all right if they support my football team.

C I get on fine with them, as long as we don’t have to talk
about work.

D Isend them a lot of emails but for some reason they don’t
always reply.

E I think they like me and we always have interesting discussions
during tutorials.

4 What will you be doing at 11 o’clock this evening?

A Watching TV in the bar.

B Still working out in the gym.

C On my way to another party.

D Researching on the Internet: I want to check something from
today’s lecture.

E Sitting in bed reading through
my assignment for next week.

Turn to Page 123 and find out what type of student you are.

2 Work in pairs. Discuss the types of students and decide whether
Chinese students fall into similar categories. Can you think of any
more types of students?




Unit 1 Colle

Ou

ge culture

tside view

1 Work in pairs. Look at the photo and discuss the questions.

1
2
3

What is happening in the photo?
What time of year do you think the event happens?
Who do you think takes part in the event?

Now watch the video clip and check your answers.

Watching and understanding

2 Watch the video clip again and check () the true statements
according to the clip.

1 Julie Deardon and Eugene Berger say they were both
students at Oxford.

| 2 Formal hall takes place at seven in the evening.
3

Most of the speakers at the Oxford Union are British.
Everybody gets up very early on May Day.

4
| 5 Summer Eights is held in June.

Examination Schools is a building.

During their exams, men wear different coloured flowers
to women.

8 Eugene enjoys wearing the exam uniform.

3 Watch the video clip again and complete the sentences.

1

n

My name’s Eugene Berger, I studied here in Oxford for
, studying at

Somerville College.

It’s a very beautiful evening because there are, there’s a

and we eat by candlelight.

There is a choir which sings on top of the tower at Magdalen
College and all the people and all the
students go to listen to the singing.

And in this competition, each college is trying to

which it won the previous year.
and a black skirt or

The women wear a

black trousers.
I think the Oxford traditions lend character to the place, and
it’s such an old institution, it

)

but they can be very inconvenient.

So when you take your first exam you wear a flower,

and when you take your second exam you wear a

flower, and when you take your final examination you wear a
carnation.

I really like the Oxford traditions, I think it’s part of

, and part of being a student or a teacher

here at Oxford University.

_conservative /kon'saivotrv/ a. FRESFH, SEIHE Y

.

liberal /lib(o)rol/ a. (FL&EMIAIS) ALY

high table /hai 'tetbl/ n. (BrE) (IERXESH1)
gt

forum /'forrom/ n. wizx, WHtE

celebration /selo'brerfn/ n. BARIGZ), Pl

choir /kwaro/ n. (5FHY) APEH]

rower /rouo/ n. ¥F, XiIME

gradually /'gredusli/ ad. i, 2R

gown /gaun/ n. HHl, FAMK

inconvenient /nkan'vimiont/ a. 5|EEANE]

buttonhole /batnhoul/ n. 41FL, IR

carnation /ka:'neifn/ n. FEJEE

starched /sta:itfd/ a. (KAR) a3k

bow tie /bou 'tar/ n. (M) 40sh

mortarboard /mo:tobord/ n. FTE, FAIiHE

Dearden /diodn/ HI/RK%

Eugene Berger /ju:'dzin 'badze/ L4 - A7

Somerville /'samovil/ College F#ERYE/RF: P

Magdalen /'mo:dolin/ College SLAEARE

according to ¥, %M




College culture Unit 1

| 4 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

I Which of these Oxford traditions would you most like to

take part in?

Do you find any of the traditions strange?

3 Are there any traditions in your college that are similar?
How important are traditions to college life?

S W

Listening to natural English: understanding natural
everyday English

The most common features of natural everyday English are that
. most speakers hesitate and use vague language because we're
~ thinking as we're speaking. We also construct sentences which
; are not grammatically correct.

When we hesitate, we often use a filler word such as er or um.
If you're trying to understand every word, you may think the filler

~ word means something, so it's a good idea to be able to recognize
them in order to ignore them.
 Each college is very different um, from um, the others, and it has
 its own character.

| think er, the traditions that make Oxford so unique are firstly
 the Oxford Union and er, secondly, May Day.

Vague language includes expressions such as kind of and sort of.
... some are much more liberal and have a tradition of um, kind
- of liberal politics.

Ungrammatical sentences are also very common, especially
- when we don’t know how we're going to finish the sentence, or
_ if the sentence makes sense in the context of what has just been
i, said.
. It's a very beautiful evening because there are, there’s a special
meal ...

The Oxford Union being a debating society where speakers
* come from all around the world ...
You may also have learnt that you shouldn’t start a sentence
with and. But this is extremely common in natural everyday
. English.
| was a rower. And Summer Eights is a rowing competition, held
in May in the summer term. And in this competition, each college
_ is trying to improve its place ...
~ Of course, you don't need to use these features when you speak
~ English, but it's useful to be able to recognize them.

i




