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Preface

Writing brush, ink stone, paper, ink-stone: these four types of literary
treasures are things to which a scholar attaches much importance. Of these
four only the ink-stone is long-lasting. As a result it is especially treasured by
scholars. Occasionally there are ones of distinguished quality. These famous
pieces are authenticated, collected and passed down as legends in artistic circles.

The highest quality ink-stones are able to emit ink and do not absorb it. ‘

Those that emit ink save time when grinding ink. If it does not absorb
ink, then the ink is stored in the ink-stone and can be used for a long time.
Considering these needs and requirements, Han Dynasty tiles, T’ang Dynasty
refined clay and Tuan-hsi stone ink-stones made since the T’ang and Sung
Dynasties are the best qualities. Others such as porcelain or jade ink-stones were
not made in quantity nor were they of the highest quality.

The ink-stones in the Imperial Palace collection were numerous. At the
time of the Ch’ing Emperor Ch’ien Lung the twenty-four chiian Hsi-ch’ing
yen-p’'u was compiled. In it were recorded more than two hundred ink-stones
made of the following materials: earthenware, stone, porcelain, jade, brick, tile
and refined clay. All were catalogued and illustrated thus making up for the
shortcomings of the previous catalogue which had only a detailed explanation
and no illustrations. However, the sketches of the Ch’ien Lung catalogue were
often not very accurate. The color as well was not indicated clearly. Consequently
the reader was unable to get a precise conception of each object. The fifty
exquisite ink-stones especially selected from the Museum’s collection for this
masterworks volume are illustrated with twenty-eight original color plates and
twenty-two black and white plates. Furthermore, the\measurements, inscriptions,
etc. are recorded in detail in the catalogue entries so the reader can understand
the particulars of each object. The book will be well received by scholars in
artistic circles.

Wu Feng-p’ai deserves special thanks for his efforts in the selection for
and editing of this volume. The assistance of Chang Lai-fu is also gratefully
acknowledged. The English translation was prepared by John Seto.

Chiang Fu-ts’ung
Director

March, 1974

Taipei, Republic of China
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Inkstone made from a tile of the Wei-yang
Palace, Han dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.)
Inkstone made from a tile of the T’ung-ch’ueh
Outlook, Han dynasty

Inkstone made from a tile of the T’ung-ch’ueh
Outlook, Han dynasty

Inkstone inscribed ‘“‘Shih ch’u”,

T’ang dynasty (618-907)

Inkstone made of refined clay with a crouching
tiger decor, Sung dynasty (960-1279)

Inkstone inscribed “Ts’ui t’ao”, Sung dynasty
Inkstone made of refined clay with cord pattern,
Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay in the shape of
a banana leaf, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay with a coiled
hornless-dragon decor, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay with coins decor,
Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay in the shape of
a bell inscribed “Chien an”, Sung dynasty
Inkstone made of refined clay inscribed

“Shih ch’u”, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay decorated with

a dragon playing with a pearl,

Yiian dynasty (1277-1368)

Inkstone inscribed “Yii lan t’ang”,

Tsin dynasty (265-420)

Inkstone inscribed “Wu t’ing”, T’ang dynasty
Inkstone inscribed “Kuan hsiang”, T’ang dynasty
Inkstone decorated with “Eight Diagrams”,
Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of Tuan stone inscribed

“Chiin shih tung ko”, Sung dynasty

Inkstone inscribed “Chin shin lung wei”,
belonged to Hsin Wen-yueh, Sung dynasty
Inkstone inscribed “Tung ching”,

belonged to Su Shih, Sung dynasty

Inkstone decorated with moon and stars,
belonged to Si Shihk, Sung dynasty

Inkstone inscribed “Lan t’ing”,

belonged to Mi Fei, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of Shé stone inscribed “Chin shin”,
belonged to Yang Shih, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of Tuan stone,

belonged to Cheng Ssu-shao, Sung dynasty
Inkstone inscribed “Yu yii”, Sung dynasty
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Inkstone inscribed “Tzu yung”, Sung dynasty
Inkstone made of natural stone from Tuan River,
Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of Tuan stone carved with

an elephant on the back, Sung dynasty

Inkstone made of Tuan stone decorated with stars,
Sung dynasty

Inkstone in the shape of a .Chinese character
“Féng” (wind), Sung dynasty

Inkstone inscribed “Ch’ih an”, belonged to Huang
Kung-wang, Yiian dynasty

Inkstone inscribed “Ning sung”, Yiian dynasty
Inkstone inscribed “Yii lan hsuan”, belonged tor”
Chou T’ien-ch’iu, Ming dynasty (1368-1644)
Inkstone with depression in the shape of a vase,
belonged to Shiang Yiian-pien, Ming dynasty
Inkstone in the shape of a Chinese character
“Féng” (wind), inscribed “Ts’an hsiieh an”,
Ming dynasty

Inkstone made of Tuan stone decorated with

a tortoise with books on its back

Inkstone made of Tuan stone decorated with sun,
waves and a bird

Inkstone made of Tuan stone in the shape of

a goose

Inkstone made of Tuan stone in the shape of

a fungus

Inkstone made of Tuan stone decorated with pine
tree bark

Inkstone decorated with a parrot

Inkstone made of refined clay inscribed “Shih
ch’v”, made in Ch’ien-lung period (1736-1795),
Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone in the shape of a melon, Ch’ing dynasty
Inkstone decorated with a coiled hornless-dragon,
Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone in the shape of a gourd, Ch’ing dynasty
Inkstone decorated with a tortoise with books
on its back, Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone in the shape of a Chinese character
“Féng” (wind), Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone in the shape of a T’ang dynasty bronze
mirror, Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone made of refined clay in the shape of

a couching tiger, Ch’ing dynasty

Inkstone inscribed “Hai t’ien ch’u yiieh”,
imitative of Wei-yang Palace tile, Ch’ing dynasty
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right: Inkstone made of refined clay with coins decor, Sung dynasty
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1 ¥ RICEHPIRLR Inkstone made from a tile of the Wei-yang Palace, Han dynasty (206 B.c.-220 A.D.)



2 ¥ HEE Inkstone made from a tile of the T’ung-ch’ueh Outlook, Han dynasty (206 B.c.-220 A.D.)



3 ¥ HER Inkstone made from a tile of the T’ung-ch’ueh Outlook, Han dynasty (206 B.c.-220 A.D.)



4 F H[HER Inkstone inscribed “Shih ch’u”, T’ang dynasty (618-907)



5 R BIRESER Inkstone made of refined clay with a crouching tiger decor, Sung dynasty (960-1279)



6 Kk ZEBER Inkstone inscribed “Ts’ui t’ao”, Sung dynasty (960-1279)
7 KR BIRHRRKERR Inkstone made of refined clay with cord pattern, Sung dynasty (960-1279)



8 R BIBHIER Inkstone made of refined clay in the shape of a banana leaf, Sung dynasty (960-1279)

9 K EURIRE Inkstone made of refined clay with a coiled hornless-dragon decor, Sung dynasty (960-1279)




