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Abstract

Year 2009 is surely a landmark for tackling the problem of global climate change.
The international community has been making substantial efforts for the Copenhagen
conference to reach consensuses on long-term goals, low—carbon development concepts
and some key issues such as technology transfer and financing. All these potential
achievements are bound to have a long-run impact on human development modes, life
styles and patterns of international interest no matter the Fifteenth Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to be held in
Copenhagen in December 2009 could finally conclude an agreement on the medium-
term emission reduction target and a corresponding mechanism. On the road towards
Copenhagen, what can we expect? This book calls together experienced and senior
experts with indepth understanding of scientific and socio—economic issues related to
climate change and international climate negotiations processes in China. The authors of
this book have followed up the latest developments and undertaken in-depth studies on a
variety of important topics of tackling climate change. The book is therefore intended to
provide its readership with an overview of all key issues related to climate change issues,
including their origins, progress and future development orientation. The information
contained and analysis made in this book are of significant value for its readers to gain
some essential background of the UNFCCC process and better understanding on
forthcoming conference in Copenhagen.

This book is divided into four parts. The first part is designed to analyze and
understand the international and domestic overall situation, progress and actions. This
part is composed of two chapters, dealing respectively with the macro situation and
future trends of global response to climate change and the domestic level programme,
including principles, positions, objectives, actions and progress. The second part,
Negotiations Progress in International Climate Regime, focuses on issues on scientific
progress and subjects of negotiations, which cover the sources of concerns, negotiation
progress and future trend of several current key topics, including the latest scientific

assessment of climate change, shared vision and emission reduction targets, climate



change adaptation, financial mechanism, relevant technologies, international aviation
and marine transport emissions reduction, sectoral approach, carbon sink and
deforestation, and IPCC Assessment reports. The third part contains a set of thematic
studies, documenting the latest research results in some key areas of climate change
responses. The topics covered in this part inlcude carbon budget, low—arbon economy,
carbon market and impact of low-carbon development on employment. The fourth part
is devoted to indepth interpretation of hot topics and comments, bringing together
authors’ understanding and views on some hot topics. Each chapter in this part is short
but quite sharp. At the end of this book, there is an appendix which provides its readers
with information on key data, parameters related to climate change, frequently used

acronyms and China’s relevant policies.
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