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Unit 1 College Life

College Life

Of course there’s a lot of knowledge in universities: the freshmen

bring a little in; the seniors don’t take much away, so knowledge sort of
accumulates.

—Abbott Lawrence Lowell

q)assage 1

A Turning Point in My Life

My decision to attend college eight years after graduating from 1
high school has been a real turning point for me. It has made me
feel more confident about the possibility of having a better job,

JENE
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more security, and a more enjoyable lifestyle. But | think it more
important than these things that it has been a decision that has
made me feel more positive about myself and raised my
self-esteem.

| graduated from high school in 1977 and began working as a
carpet layer, then as a construction worker, and finally here at
Purdue in the Food Stores. | have been fairly happy in all these
jobs, but they all have been positions without many possibilities
for advancement. Working at these jobs not only showed me
where a college education could take me in the work place, but

also helped me discover that | wasn’t happy with myself or where
my future was going. | had reached the age of twenty-six, was
married, and had a daughter, and | began to feel that it was time
for me to do something that would help me find work with a
chance for advancement. As a result of a lot of thinking and
encouragement from my family and friends, | decided to start at
Purdue on a part-time basis.

One of the major influences on my decision to attend college was
a close friend of mine who started going to Purdue after being out
of high school for nearly twelve years. He and | have similar
backgrounds. We have worked at the same types of jobs, our
surroundings are alike, and we both have families. He and his
family sold their house and moved into married student housing
and basically started over. After seeing how happy he was with
his decision to return to school, | decided it was time for me to
give it a try.

One of the most important things that have come about from my
decision to start at Purdue is the positive feeling | have gained
about myself. By starting back to school, | have gotten rid of a
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lot of self-doubt and disappointment because | now have a set
goal to work toward that will improve my life and my family’s in
many ways. | feel my decision has been a good one because it
not only means that I'm working at furthering my education, I'm
also gaining a lot of positive thinking that will help me in
everything | do.

(415 words)

How fast do you read?
415 words minutes = wpm

Exercises for Passage 1

|. Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false.
Put “T” for true and “F” for false in the space provided.

1.Attending college has made the author feel more positive about
himself and raised his self-esteem.
2.The author began working as a construction worker, then as a
carpet layer.
_______3.The author decided to start at Purdue in the Food Stores on a
full-time basis.
4.The author’s decision to attend college was mainly influenced
by his wife.
______5.By starting back to school, the author has gotten rid of a lot of
self-doubt and disappointment.
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ll. Choose the best answer for each of the following items in
accordance with the passage.

1. The most important reason why the author considers attending college
a turning point in his life is that .
A. college education definitely leads to a better future career
B. someone with college education is free to choose the way of life he
desires
C. college education is likely to build a more positive life attitude
D. with college education one doesn’t have to worry much about bread
and butter
2. Which of the following roles has NOT been taken by the author
according to the passage?
A. A carpet layer. B. A construction worker.
C. A Purdue student. D. A college teacher.
3. Which of the following statements is true according to the author?
A. The author decided to start at Purdue on a full-time basis.
B. The author’s friends discouraged him when he decided to continue
his education.
C. The author’s decision to attend college was mainly influenced by
his wife.
D. The author didn’t regret for his decision to attend college.
4. The word “self-esteem” (Line 7, Para. 1) means “
A. self-respect _ B. self-reliance
C. self-control D. self-doubt
5. It can be inferred from the passage that
A.it is better to work for a few years before you start the college

education

B. one tends to be influenced by the people around, especially the
friends

C. education matters if you are pursuing a promising future

D. you should go to college only when you think it's necessary

1<
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(,,Pasmge 2

Not Always Bad

In my first semester of college, | found myself reluctantly enrolled 1
in a beginning economics class. | say “reluctantly” because | was

not the slightest bit interested in economics, nor did | see how a
physical therapist really needed to know a lot about economics. |

was not looking forward to this required class. | was mainly
interested in taking courses in my major, graduating, and then
getting a job and some money.

| soon learned, however, that | was badly mistaken. | had failed to 2
realize that once | graduated, | would be working and one of my

goals was to earn money and become financially secure. The
economics class was intended to help me learn to understand

how to achieve that security.

During the semester, we studied all about the various ways of 3
earning money, wise methods of investment and saving, different

ways to budget, how to shop wisely and be a smart consumer, etc.

We also studied the various economic principles and theories,
including national and international markets.

| was amazed to find out how little | really knew about financial 4
and economic matters. One of the areas the instructor covered in
the class was home buying. One of my plans for the future was to
own my own home; needless to say, this unit proved to be
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important to me. We covered areas of home buying such as
mortgages, insurance, interest rates, etc. It was very practical and
very informative. The next semester, | found myself enrolled in
this composition class. | really didn’'t see the necessity for my
taking a composition class, either. After all, physical therapists do
very little writing... or so | thought.

Since this is one of my last semesters here, | just recently started
to do some job hunting. One of the things necessary for finding
that job is to be able to write a decent literate letter seeking
employment. When | went in for some interviews for jobs, | was
asked to fill out applications, which sometimes included questions
that required more than a yes or no answer. For exampie, one
question asked me to write several paragraphs about why |
wanted to work in the field of physical therapy, why | wanted to
work in a specific clinic or office, etc. | found that taking the
composition course gave me the knowledge and confidence to
approach that writing.

| have also discovered in talking to people who work full time in
the physical therapy field that they do write on the job. There are
reports, memos, letters, etc. I'm glad now that | took the course,
even though | probably wouldn’t have if it hadn’t been required.

| know now that required courses are not always bad. | was sure |
would be taking classes that wasted my time and money and that
bored me to death. Instead, | learned some things that | can use.
Required courses aren’t so bad.

(491 words)

How fast do you read?
491 words minutes = wpm
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Exercises for Passage 2

I. Choose the best answer for each of the following items in
accordance with the passage.

1. The author found himself reluctantly enrolled in a beginning economics
class because .
A. he must ensure sufficient time for his major study
B. he thought economic principles and theories were boring
C. he underestimated the role of economics in his future career
D. he believed he had had enough knowledge on economics
2. According to the passage, the author’s major is
A. economics B. physical therapy
C. finance D. linguistics
3.What might have caused the author to change his view toward
required courses?
A. An experience of home buying. B. An experience of job hunting.

C. The teachers’ advice. D. The classmates’ influence.
4. In the area of home buying, the instructor covered the following issues
except for
A. installment B. mortgages
C. insurance D. interest rate

5. It can be inferred from the passage that
A. the author has developed new interest in economics and writing
and will consider changing his major
B. economics and writing are the required courses for all majors in
universities since they are very important
C. taking too many required courses is a waste of time and money

O

. the author will no longer neglect those required courses seemingly
irrelevant to his major

PEAK
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Il. Translate the following sentences from the passage into Chinese.

1. | had failed to realize that once | graduated, | would be working and
one of my goals was to earn money and become financially secure.

2. When | went in for some interviews for jobs, | was asked to fill out
applications, which sometimes included questions that required more
than a yes or no answer.

3. | was sure | would be taking classes that wasted my time and money
and that bored me to death.

(Passage 3

Credits and Student Affairs

The Course-Credit System in the American universities has 1
existed for more than one hundred years. In order to graduate
from a university in America, a student must attend a certain
number of courses. In the majority of American universities,
students have to work towards completing thirty-six courses.
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Each course is worth a credit and runs for one semester. Every
credit gained by the students is then counted towards their final
degree. A typical course will run three classes a week for fifteen
weeks, which is the length of one semester. While attending a
university, a student will probably attend four or five courses
during each semester. There are two semesters in one American
university year, and students can expect to study for four years
before graduating with a degree. However, it is possible for
students to take longer than four years to complete all thirty-six
courses. Since American students earn credits for every course
they study, they can effectively change from one university to
another if they wish to do so. This is not common practice,
however.

Every student is given a grade for each course that he/she follows. 2
The university will keep a record of these grades, which means

that students can show their results to prospective employers.
Because of this, students studying in American universities will

feel under constant pressure to do well in all their exams and to

work hard for each course.

In spite of the workload, some students still find time to take an 3
active role in student bodies and associations. Elections are held

to determine who should take on certain roles within a student
organization, and this generates much interest and enthusiasm.
Maintaining discipline is usually carried out by the students
themselves, who then advise the appropriate authority. Any
student who is thought to have broken the rules, for example, by
cheating, will have to plead his/her case before a student court.

In any university in America there will be a considerable number 4
of students, which means that the work involved in a student
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organization is not to be taken lightly. Indeed, a student who is
engaged in these associations will have demonstrated that he/she
is responsible, hardworking and passionate. Because of this, a
student who has held a position of authority within a student
association is greatly respected, and this will be of great benefit to
him/her later in his/her career.

(398 words)

How fast do you read?
398 words minutes = wpm

Exercises for Passage 3

1. Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1.How many courses does a student have to complete in many
American universities?

2.Why do students in American universities usually feel under constant
pressure?

3.Why does a student do his/her best to hold a position of authority
within a student association?




