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K3 Warm-up Activities

1. Work in pairs and test your knowledge about the country. You may take turns to ask
questions, either listed in the following Quiz on China, or about other China facts you
know. Score your answers and find out who knows more about our motherland.

=

Quiz on China

(1). What was buried with the first emperor of China to protect him in the after-life?

A. Rickshaws ( AJ1% ). B. Woks (5%). C. Terracotta soldiers ( S=Ihff ).
(2) What is used as a religious symbol in China?

A. Lotus ( 3% ) blossom. B. Kite. C. Yangtze River.
(3) Which of these was not invented in China?

A. Ping-pong. B. Firework. C. Ice-cream.

(4) In which year did Hong Kong become a special administrative region of China?
A.1997. B. 1999. C. 2000.
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(5) Which dynasty contributed the first written records?
A. The Shang. B. The Han. C. The Qin.

(6) What was the Silk Road?
A. Ornamental drape (7%t ) for Chinese nobility.
B. Road that went through silk fields.
C. Caravan (Ji£47BA ) route from China to Asia Minor ( WW¥H/NE ) and India.

(7) Why was the Great Wall constructed?
A. To serve as a war memorial.
B. An example of artistic expression in China.
C. To keep out warring nations.

(8) Chinese people first did Chinese watercolor on .
A. paper B. pottery C. silk

(9) Which Chinese city, capital of 13 different dynasties, is known as the cradle of Chinese
civilization?
A. Nanjing. B. Luoyang. C. Kaifeng

(10) The Chinese civilization flourished in the Yellow River basin from 1600 BC and well into

the twentieth century. In around 600 BC, Lao Tzu was born. What religion did he establish?

A. Buddhism. B. Confucianism. C. Taoism.
(11) Which is the tallest mountain (range) in the world?
A. Himalayas. B. Mt. Everest. C. Kunlun Mts.

(12) Which of the following dynasties in Chinese history was ruled by Han people instead of an
ethnic minority?
A. Ming. B. Yuan. C. Liao.
2. Work in groups and discuss what you are most proud of in China, say, the vast territory and
abundant resources, or the 5,000-year civilization, or the national achievements of these years.

Please explain your answer.

Part ] Read and Speak §

In this part, you will read some materials about China facts and Chinese sgirit.
Read carefully and complete the tasks as required.

it

In this section, you are going to read a passage entitled A Brief Introduction to China. Before
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reading, you are supposed to read the words and expressions related to the passage, which
might help you to understand the text. Read the passage carefully and then do the exercises.

Words and Expressions

monsoon 7. FEH
terram n. stretch of land, with regard to its natural features #iJE, HiZH
abound v. to be very plentiful; exist in great numbers & T, KEFF1E
:feudalism n. B
‘, monarchy n  BEBK, BHEH
energize v. to give energy to (sb./sth.) £5F (KA / KW ) K7 jﬁﬁﬁ

graphy 7. ek

roidery n. R
cuisine 7. (style of) cooking Z4E ( XUk )
“municipallty n. town, city or district with its own local govemment HYATH, E}%ﬁ‘f

A Brief Introduction to China

China, an ancient, mysterious and beautiful land, is always appealing to foreign visitors.
Located in eastern Asia on the western shore
of the Pacific Ocean, the third largest country
in the world occupies an area of 9,600,000
square kilometers, with 18,000 kilometers of
continental coastal line, and more than 5,400
islands. China has beautiful scenery. The wide
variety of terrain, together with a marked

continental monsoon climate, shapes numerous
natural attractions. China also abounds in natural resources. No other country in the world boasts
more wildlife.

Now the vast country nurtures a population around 1.31 billion, over one-fifth of the world’s
total. Fifty-six different ethnic groups make up the great Chinese national family with the Han
people accounting for over 92 percent of China’s population. Mandarin Chinese (Putonghua),
based on Beijing dialect, is commonly used, plus 80 local dialects. At the moment, China is
divided into 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4 municipalities directly under the Central
Government and 2 special administrative regions.

One of the nation’s greatest treasures is her long, rich history. The first dynasty, Xia, dates to
about the 21st century BC. For 4,000 years, feudalism was the dominant economic and cultural

3
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model. Then, in 1911, the revolution led by Sun Yat-sen' brought the monarchy to an end. On
October 1st, 1949, modern China was founded as the People’s Republic of China with Beijing as
its capital. Since then, it has developed independently and vigorously. Most recently, reform and
opening-up policy has energized life here.

China is proud of her many people, long history, brilliant culture and distinctive customs.
Among her greatest gifts to the world are the “four great inventions™. Chinese arts and crafts,
including painting, calligraphy, martial arts®, operas, embroidery and silk, are unique. And, of
course, there is Chinese cuisine, which has been exported to every corner of the globe.

1. Sun Yat-sen ( #hi&fili, ERFhP1LI%E4 ): He was a Chinese revolutionary and political leader
often referred to as the Father of Modern China. Sun played an instrumental ( £ ¥} B Y )
role in overthrowing ( #:% ) the Qing Dynasty in 1911. He was the first provisional ( Il st
f] ) president when the Republic of China ( “ gL E" ) was founded in 1912 and later
co-founded the Kuomintang (KMT, [E £ 4% ) where he served as its first leader.

2. four great inventions: the compass, gunpowder, papermaking and printing. These four
discoveries had an enormous impact on the development of Chinese civilization and a far-
ranging () JZ ) global impact. English philosopher Francis Bacon once commented, “Print-
ing, gunpowder and the compass: These three have changed the whole face and state of things
throughout the world; the first in literature, the second in warfare, the third in navigation ( fii
¥ ); whence ( L% 4k, MR L) have followed innumerable changes, in so much that no
empire, no sect ( 55K, #JR ), no star seems to have exerted greater power and influence in
human affairs than these mechanical discoveries.”

3. martial arts: They are also known as wushu, such as shadowboxing ( K2 ), swordplay
(#% | ). They have been part of Chinese culture for centuries, and recently begun to enjoy

popularity in other parts of the world. ™

Exercises

You and your partner are preparing for a short presentation on China. Please create a dialogue

based on the information from the above passage. You may start with:
A: OK. Let’s look at our short presentation on China. What do we need to include?
B: We need to talk about the size of the country and its population.

In this section, you are expected to read the following topics and do the oral practice as

required.
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Topics Examples
A Historical Person Confucius or Zheng He
Chinese Arts calligraphy or Beijing Opera
Chinese Customs and Habits marriage custom
Chinese Symbols Chinese Zodiacs (T 4= ¥ ) or

Chinese dragon

e Step 1
China is a diverse nation boasting its 5,000-year history and resplendent heritage ( #5121 X

1Ei87™ ). What do you know about our great nation? Choose one topic from the above list and
share information with your partners. Try to be specific by focusing on one example. Take notes if

necessary.

o Step 2

Prepare a short speech about the topic you choose and give a 2~3 minutes’ oral presentation.

In this section, you will read the following paragraph, then describe the cartoon and give your

comment.

On May 12, 2008, a 8.0-magnitude earthquake ( H [< 8.0 (5% ) struck Sichuan, China,
the worst natural disaster in three decades. It released destructive energy 400 times as great as
of the first atomic bomb, seriously damaging buildings, bridges and other public facilities in an
area of more than 100,000 square kilometers, and killing more than 60,000 people. However,- the
quake shook the ground but not the Chinese spirit. Instead, it has brought out the best in Chinese
people. Military troops raced against time ( %+ 43 ZF %) to rebuild the roads and save lives.
Volunteers risked their lives helping the victims. There are also moving stories about husband and
wife, mother and baby son, teacher and students. The disaster shocked the world, while Chinese
unity and bravery shocked all. History will surely record the remarkable and significant day, not
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only for the big quake, but also, and especially, for the great spirit Chinese people have revealed
to the whole world when they face the raging ( E%& ) ) power of the nature!

o Step 1

Describe the following cartoon. Some useful words and expressions are given to you for your

RMHBX REEMRTH

»

reference.

as the picture shows HNE /R collapse 35, P15 in tears YH JLTH
to tremble/quiver with terror F 54+ red scarf L4 M

to support with hand FF-k

there are words above the picture saying ... B[ _E X FEIE -

o Step 2

Give your comment on the above picture: What spirit is demonstrated through the boy s act of
heroism? How do you understand Chinese spirit? Some useful words and expressions are given to

you for your reference.

to risk one’s life to do sth. B AR EMIERE  in times of adversities 7EFIXERTZ]

to act on behalf of others T H A to stand the test &% %K

to sacrifice one’s own interests for the sake of others &2 AN

to reveal... to the world [i] tH 7R H a strong willpower "R38 &k

tenacity iR, AHEAGE compassion [A]1& unyielding A& AR i

the courage, discipline, unity and mutual love the Chinese people demonstrated in their battles
against... FIEARTEXT - B P ATRIHRH B o, ASMEE

to show one’s confidence in future and life TR H Xt A AIXT A E B (5L

i o U Yo i 4 ol L i
=e Stretching from its southern borders in the Himalayas to the deserts of Mongolia in the north,
and from the East China Sea through the Yangtze River Valley plains, to the Tibetan Plateau in
the western mainland, China covers an area of 9,596,960 square kilometers.

AR E DR, BHEERMSEE YR, WAREERITIRE ARFR, FEIPEH
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PURGR R, o E E  SEARH 9,596,960 5 A B,

® Because the Han people accounts for more than ninety percent of China’s population, the
remaining fifty-five groups are generally referred to as “ethnic minorities.”
DURR 5 P EL A TTE 90% LA b, ALY 55 N RIBESSRE “DRERE .

® In north China, such as Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, summer is dry and sweltering while
winter is formidably cold. Sandstorms sometimes occur in April in this area, especially in the
Inner Mongolia and Beijing area.
FEAEE, BN, EETHR, KFE, 4 ARESHIYER, REER
SMALEHLIX

® China, a country with a civilization of 5,000 years, has contributed to the world its four major
inventions, namely, the compass, gun-powder, paper-making and movable type printing.
Meanwhile, China has spread across the globe its knowledge and methods of traditional
healthcare, for example, Taichi boxing (or shadow boxing), static gigong breathing (or
controlled deep breathing exercise) and therapeutic massage.
AELTHECLE T EAMUE KRR (HEEr. K25, EARARFIEFZER ) ot
FARM T 5Tk, T ELRAEHRE TG OMERIRR I, Blinkm e SohfeE.

® Calligraphy, or shufa, is one of the four basic skills and disciplines of the Chinese literati,
together with painting (hua), stringed musical instruments (qin) and board games (qi). To learn
calligraphy, it is necessary to learn about the necessary tools, namely, a brush, paper, ink stick
and ink stone, commonly referred to as the “Four Treasures of the Study”.
Bk, B 7, Sm (@), #EF (), TR (B —&, HHREHE AR s
HALREMR IR, HEEI B, WAET HEmLg TH, BEHHKRNY “SCHuE”
Mg, 2. 4. i,

® Silk Road served as a path not only for items and goods being transported from east to west
and vice versa, but also as a door for foreign ideas, foreign religions, foreign cultures, foreign
knowledge (Indian and Arab astronomy and mathematics) and foreign arts enriching China and
for Chinese culture and knowledge leaving the motherland and spreading to the west.
LR ZBEAMCRARVE T Z Y5 . Y aiiiE, ©REMNEE. 538, k. AR
(ANEPBEFIBTRAARIRIC . BFFIR ) UREAREAFRE@ITF, 2 E e fang
BT R SRR )T b2

® The Chinese people faced this disaster with compassion and courage, resourcefulness and
tenacity.
HEARMZOMBES., B EMBREIR X TAME

® The Chinese were demonstrating their will to overpower any kind of adversity; and they were
expressing their most profound love for their motherland that had suffered humiliations and
aggressions in late modern times and suffered two major natural calamities over the past few

months.
rh E A RIETE /s ] SR PR X ) mitsid B Ak,  IEER A IR E MR 720, R
EEERAMZIENER, 73RN BEXEZ TRIRKINARRE,

7
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® The Chinese people are far from being overtly expressive — and are the least aggressive —
by nature. They are shy of showing their emotions in public. But whenever in adversity, they
stand erect with their chins up, united as one.
i E A RS A ST R, AR A BA @tE . M1 TA7TRE A SRR,
(HREENSE T, 1845 A WRHSE—E, HE—0.

@ [ hope that these heroes from the 5.12 Earthquake will inspire all of us to turn our anxiety into
courage, our misery into tenacity, and our sorrow into love.

WA, X512 KR PAEENEMBRITAN, BRITWEREANES,
RN R B, RRATEHANZ O

Part I Listen and Seake.

In this part, you will listen to some materials about Chinese drinks. Listen carefully
and complete the tasks as required.

Get Ready to Listen
Read the background information, which might help you in the following practice.

Chinese people are believed to have enjoyed tea drinking for more than 4,000 years. Legend
has it that Yan Di, one of the three rulers in ancient times, tasted all kinds of herbs to find medical
cures. One day, as he was being poisoned by some herb he had ingested (% I, MEF ), a drop
of water from a tea tree dripped into his mouth and he was saved. For a long time, tea was used as
an herbal medicine.

In the Song (960—1279) and Yuan (1271—1368) Dynasties, a popular custom was tea
appraising (/#h4%). Over the long history of drinking tea, a special and simple Chinese tea culture
came into being. Drinking tea is not only for quenching thirst ( fi# % ) or for enjoyment, but also
for the promotion of friendship and mutual understanding. Folk customs of drinking tea reflect
Chinese people’s great interest in tea culture.

However today, the ancient country is brewing ( Bz}t ) an increasingly sophisticated coffee
culture. Especially among younger urban Chinese, coffee is fast catching on ( WATIRER ),
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and the percentage increase in demand is in the double digits ( TR ¥4 0 H 2 HAE] TH
2% ) —though still less than one tenth of tea consumption.

In this section, you are going to listen to an interview on A Dream of Coffee. Before listening,
you are supposed to read the words and expressions related to the interview, which might be

helpful with your listening. Listen carefully and then do the exercises.

A Dream of Coffee
(04:10) En}oy

In August, 2004, E Huiyuan, a reporter from D GOffeﬁ
English Salon interviewed Stuart Eunson, managing W fresh—made doffee
director of Arabica Coffee Roasters, the first specialty [SEERGEES e S
(&, o) coffee roasting company in China.

: Words and Expressions
' it 0 person who enjoys and is expert in the choice of ﬁne food, w:mes,
_ adj. using the imagination rather than reason A8/, B T4IARM
‘(meat) cooked by dry heat in an oven FEAFH

,)Mﬁﬁﬁﬁ M%%%,E%E%
AR R ECRE A

1. Ethiopian: %2 LA

2. Arabia: PiIHi{H

3. Ethiopia: RZEM LT

4. Persian: JEHTAY; JEHTA

5. Islam: 822, B2 ; RIEGE
6. Muslim: F2itk, BEREEH

7. Arabic: FIHAATE (B9 ); BFIHAAANE; BTRA=CE ™

9
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1. Listen to the interview and complete the summary.

Q1: As a foreigner, why did you choose to start your own business in Beijing?

Al: We saw (1) . But at first, we (2)
Then we were forced to (3)

Q2: What is the greatest achievement you have made? Any special thoughts or
feeling about the work?

A2: The greatest achievement is that we are (4) in the Chinese
market, and that we teach (5) and help them (6) ____

, so as to (7)

Q3: Chinese people have tea culture. Do westerners who drink coffee have coffee
culture?

A3: Yes. Tea and coffee have similar stories of (8) . In the 11th
century, coffee was (9) from its original home in Ethiopia. And
in the 16th century, it began to (10) in many countries. It is
(11) in the world. Like tea, it also has (12)

2. Listen again and try to complete the following sentences by writing down the exact words you

hear on the recording.

(1) We expected there to be much more and
that wasn’t the fact. We had to work
(2) Actually when we in 1994, we were hoping to

in Beijing, and it turned

out it was.
(3) I would say that one of the biggest achievement is that we have worked hard and
Chinese coffee customers. Although

like Nestle, when people are interested in coffee,

(4) There are surrounding the discovery
of . One story has it that an Ethiopian goatherd

of his goats after

(5) The Persians were enraptured ’

because real wine was Muslims.
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. Present Your Ideas |

In this section, you are required to make oral Ppresentations based on the given topics.

Since the reform and opening up, many foreign

' 'Tea and Coffee

elements have been imported into China. Coffee 1
shops are a case in point. Starbucks ( £ [ 7% )
was the first to introduce the coffee shop to this
traditionally tea-drinking nation in 1998. Today, the
company has nearly 500 stores in China, with more
than 230 stores in 22 cities.

it

Exercises
1. What appeals to many Chinese, especially younger urban Chinese, to turn to coffee from
tea? Do you think one day coffee-drinking will beat tea-drinking in Chinese daily life? The

Jfollowing words and expressions may be helpful for your practice.

good taste BRIE 4F to value freshness B AT 27 FIR

the romantic and elegant environment J§ #& {5 () 345 to quench thirst f#75
coarse tea and tasteless dinner ¥ 25744 The business is bulging. 4= A K,
not only a habit but also a life style AN HF & —FpAE R

the appeal of the western culture 475 SCALIIE S| F1

nothing can shake the ground of ... -+ FRY b 2 R A 4

Some traditions are not going to simmer down. — G BEOR

2. In July, 2007, Starbucks was forced to close its outlet ( )5 ) in the Forbidden City. Ever
since its opening in 2000, there had been widespread protests that it trampled ( B , 231 )
on Chinese culture. What do you think of this event? The Jollowing words and expressions may

be helpful for your practice.

It’s a matter of ... X JE—>-+--- ) ] national treasures [EZK I &
to give priority to /e % [& to preserve culture {4/ 304k

to pose a challenge to X -+ P2 PR cultural exchanges SCALAZ I
of great historic importance H4 7R & i 5 52 B E PR

a UNESCO World Heritage site BX-£ | 0Bl SC4H 4 58 7=

to blend everything together crudely ¥ S #i— I WA EL S

to undermine the integrity of the culture 3R LAk i 528 11




