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Preface

Human society has been evolving in the constantly pursuit of fairness
and efficiency. There are different points of views on the relationship be-
tween fairness and efficiency. In my view, fairness and efficiency are in-
terdependent. They are two aspects of the allocation of resources.

Efficiency is about how to make a bigger “cake”, the fairess is how
to cut the “cake” in reasonable ways. Therefore, the efficiency is the ma-
terial basis for the faimess. Only by constantly improving the efficiency can
we be able to create rich resources, and make more people enjoy more dis-
tribution. Faimess is the rule basis of the efficiency; high efficiency is un-
able to escape from a fair distribution system. The improvement of efficien-
cy comes from the social division of labor and cooperation, and the latter
will require to be guaranteed by political, legal and economic fairness.
Members of society have equal access to the return, compensation, so
they will have the enthusiasm to work and will naturally be more efficient
and create more wealth for fair distribution. Therefore, fairness and effi-
ciency is a precondition for each other. Efficiency comes from the enthusi-
asm of people and the enthusiasm comes from the fair mechanism of the
community, any efficiency comes from the unfair social mechanism is un-
likely to last long. Therefore, the human society is able to continue to de-
velop, not only because it continues to create more efficiency, but also
because it continues to creat better fairness.

In China’s current conditions, we should develop both fairness and ef-

ficiency. If it has to set aside main and minor, we should focus more on
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faimess. In the practice since the founding of P. R. C, we put fairness and
efficiency on the opposite position, and we went through different stages in
handling the issues of fairness and efficiency. Before the reform and open-
ing, our guiding principle was taking fairness as priority while balancing
the efficiency. But the actual work evolved into egalitarianism. The fake
fairmess before the reform and opening led to the mistaken belief that fair-
ness and efficiency were against each other. The promotion of the fairness
would reduce efficiency, and the promotion on efficiency would reduce the
fairness. After the reform and opening, we get into the path of valuing the
efficiency but take little attention on the fairness. Due to one-sided pursuit
of efficiency and the neglect of fairness, there have been many disharmo-
nies emerged in Chinese society. There are many serious inequities exist in
the aspect of income distribution, market transactions and the supply of
public goods and so on. The gap of income and interests between individu-
als, industries, regions, between urban and rural areas, and between
different ownerships are expanding all the time; per capita resources are in
shortage, employment pressure is increasing, and social contradictions are
arising, By international standards, the Gini coefficient below 0.3 is the
best average state; between 0.3 and 0.4 is the normal state; more than
0.4 is in a relatively serious state of alertness, 0.6 is in a dangerous state
that social unrest activities can take place at any time. In recent years,
China’s Gini coefficient has exceeded 0.4 ; it’s is relatively high in the in-
ternational community. The government has recognized the long-term haz-
ard of social and economic development for the lack of fairness; the focus
has shifted to the development of fairness.

At present, there are many inequities in China’s society, but mainly
focus on the basic rights, education is particularly striking. Education fair-
ness is an important component of the fairness; it’s the extension of fairness
in the field of education. Education fairness is a basic fairness. Compared

with other unfairness, unfair education are the largest group discrimina-
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tion, it affects the person’s life and the harm to society is permanent. At
present, the reason we stress on the education fairness is that it has be-
come the key to narrow the gap between rich and poor transcending other
factors. Not only because of the correlative logic relation exist between edu-
cation fairness and the gap between rich and poor, but also because the
people have a profound understanding that the fair education will provide
people the knowledge and skills, so as to improve living conditions, affect
the social occupational stratification, encourage the mobile of promotion,
and make distribution of income more equal. Low-income people are able
to participate in the high-income job competition with equal opportunity by
the acquired knowledge and skills, which can narrow the gap between rich
and poor. Furthermore, although economic development can create the
necessary material conditions for equitable distribution and reduction of

poverty, but in fact, the effect of narrowing the gap between rich and poor
is not obvious. Education fairness can promote education to play an active
role in production and the allocation of resources, and became a key factor
of narrowing the gap between rich and poor.

In the education fairness, the most important one is the fairness of
compulsory education. We should let everyone enjoy the compulsory educa-
tion. In the development of international basic education, it is a long-term
process to establish a secular and free universal compulsory education sys-
tem, it runs through the whole process of the development of international
basic education for centuries. The first stage is from scattered populariza-
tion of education to universal compulsory education. The second stage is
from popularization of compulsory education to the free, obligatory compul-
sory education. The third stage is to extend the period of compulsory edu-
cation, extending four years of compulsory education to 12 years of com-
pulsory education. Currently, in the world, over 170 countries announced
the introduction of a statutory compulsory education, of which more than

160 countries exempt the students from the fees. Not only developed coun-



