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PREFACE

Shortly after I ran for public office in 1988, I wrote a series of articles that
were printed in a newspaper in which I had a financial interest. A few of
those articles were fictional dialogs between two roving spirits that I called
Willie and Joe. In the last couple of years I have written enough more of
these little yarns to fill a little booklet.

Willie and Joe are two of the most common names in the USA, but [
would not be completely fair if I did not mention a cartoon by Bill Maul-
din I saw during the Great War of 1939-1945. Two GI's with beards were
trying to sleep under one blanket amid the rubble of war. A big rat was
standing on his hind legs on top of the blanket and one man’s toe. One of
the GI's was pointing a .45 pistol at the rat, and the other was saying,
“ Aim between the eyes. Sometimes they charge when they’re wounded.”

It would also be fair to ask, “How come you know so much about the
spirit world?”

That’s a fair question. I have read a good bit on the subject, and I have
had some ‘experiences’ that have left me certain about some things with-
out being able to explain why 1 am so sure. What I ‘know’ seems to
make more sense than all the stuff I have read and heard on the subject in
65 years of going to half a dozen different kinds of churches and listening
to thousands of sermons. I have gotten tired of people trying to explain
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things to me that they don’t understand themselves.

Religion has done a lot of good in the world, especially when they talk
about treating other people the way you would like to be treated yourself.
But religious people have caused a lot of trouble when they insist that eve-
rybody believe, talk, eat, drink, smoke, sleep, dress, make love and act just
like they do.

If it turns out that I'm badly wrong about some of this, you are wel-
come to look me up and try to help me after we are sure. But please wait
until we are both dead.

The first edition to Willie and Joe was inspired before Sherron and 1
were married, and she was still working as a consultant dietician for a doz-
en or more small hospitals and nursing homes. I was not about to marry
anybody until T knew her a lot better than I had known my first wife, so 1
was serving as her chauffeur while she was still recovering from a crash in
my little seaplane on Lake Buchanan in 1982.

One of her visits was to a nursing home in Austin devoted to the se-
verely handicapped. One patient was curled up in a baby bed. He (she or
it) was old enough to be an adult, but was still as dependent as a newborn.
I had never believed that “every life is precious,” but here was evidence
that it was not God’s idea either.

My friend, Larry Simpson, designed the cover and printed 150 copies
which I sent to my closest friends, asking for their comments. I was sur-
prised and pleased that a quarter of them responded in writing. I asked the
respondents for permission to print their (mostly) positive comments,
which are included in the “Feedback” section near the end of this volume.
This made the second edition several pages larger than the first.

The inspiration for this, the third edition, started when Sherron and I
were driving home from a visit to the University of Texas’ big telescopes
out near Fort Davis. We had spent a couple of days getting close enough
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to touch the big, new telescope and listening to lectures by, and eating bar-
becue with professional astronomers.

One evening I noticed a bright star and asked one of the astronomers if
it was Jupiter. He didn’t know. I asked another astronomer how far north
and south the Sun rises and sets between winter and summer. He didn’t
know either. Finally I asked the same question of the big shot astronomer
in charge. He quickly gave me an answer (23.5-degrees) which I later
learned was almost right, but not quite.

We learned that nobody was actually looking through the big telescopes
except the technicians getting them adjusted. The light they gather goes into
a spectroscope in the basement.

In the last lecture we learned that with a few more years work and a few
million more dollars, they would be able to tell us what happened in the
first quarter of a second after the Big Bang.

As we were driving home, I asked Sherron when she thought was the
last time astronomers had done anything useful.

Then I answered my own question, “Maybe it was 400 years ago when
they invented gravity.” Sherron’s answer was, “Maybe it was 4,000 years
ago when they invented arithmetic.” That started me writing the A stro
Y ams.

More recently I have been asking myself and others what I should do
when I grow up. I have sung in a dozen choirs, listened to a thousand ser-
mons, and been baptized three times by different Christian sects. Lately I
have decided that I have learned all I can from going to church, although
we still go occasionally.

Then when Sherron and I were driving home from her 95-year-old
mother’s funeral in Brady I realized that all of Vivian’s surviving friends
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need some Good News to offset the bad news that we will all soon be just
as dead as that unlucky deer alongside the highway. My fictional charac-
ters, Willie and Joe, could be some comfort and perhaps more fun than
what we hear in church, but don’t take them too seriously.
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BACKGROUND ‘ /NFORMATION’ ABOUT SPIRITS

Somewhere, perhaps within the Milky Way Galaxy, and perhaps very far
beyond, two spirits met. These encounters don’t happen frequently because
of the vast size of the universe. As you know, spirits, not being confined
by any bodily limitations, are able to travel anywhere they wish at the
speed of thought.

There are lots of spirits, many, many billions at least, but they are al-
ways busy, doing the things that spirits do, finding planets and other sites
suitable for various forms of life, experimenting with farming, breeding,
evolution and organizations.

Because spirits without bodies have no need for air, water, food, shelter,
etc., they are not dependent on each other like we are, but they do like to
get together once in a while to shoot the bull and take advantage of the ex-
perience gained by other spirits, just like we do. They do it faster, because
they don’t suffer from our language problems, and they dont get upset
when they learn something new.

Time doesn’t mean much to them personally, of course, but the experi-
mental plots they are watching are very much time dependent. Particularly
when new mutations of genes and new social experiments are first intro-
duced, the plots need just the right amount of energy, fluids, nutrients and
cultivation at just the right time, or they are likely to fizzle without ever be-
ing tried. So a spirit needs to watch his experimental plots pretty closely,
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