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SDarwin’s Jneellectual JPower

In his autobiography, Darwin himself speaks of his intellectual power,
with extraordinary modesty. He points out that he always experienced much
difficulty in expressing himself clearly and concisely, but he believes that this
very difficulty may have had the compensating advantage of forcing him to
think long and intently about every sentence, and thus enabling him to detect
errors in reasoning and in his own observations. He disclaimed the possession
of any great quickness of apprehension or wit, such as distinguished Huxley.
He asserted, also, that his power to follow a long and purely abstract train of
thought was very limited, for which reason he felt certain that he never could
have succeeded with mathematics. His memory, too, be described as extensive,
but hazy. So poor in one sense was it that he never could remember for more
than a few days a single date or a line of poetry. On the other hand, he did not
accept as well founded the charge made by some of his critics that, while he
was a good observer, he had no power of reasoning. This, he thought, could
not be true, because the “Origin of Species” is one long argument from the

beginning to the end, and has convinced many able men. No one, he submits,

could have written it without possessing some power of reasoning. He was
willing to assert that “I have a fair share of invention, and of common sense or
judgment, such as every fairly successful lawyer or doctor must have, but not, I
believe, in any higher degree.” He adds humbly that perhaps he was “superior
to the common run of men in noticing things which easily escape attention,
and in observing them carefully.”

Writing in the last year of his life, he expressed the opinion that in two
or three respects his mind had changed during the preceding twenty or thirty
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years. Up to the age of thirty or beyond it poetry of many kinds gave him great
pleasure. Formerly, too, pictures had given him considerable, and music very
great, delight. In 1881, however, he said: “Now for many years I cannot endure
to read a line of poetry; I have tried lately to read Shakespeare, and found it
so intolerably dull that it nauseated me. I have also almost lost my taste for
pictures or music. Music generally sets me thinking too energetically of what
I have been at work on, instead of giving me pleasure. I retain some taste for
fine scenery, but it does not cause me the exquisite delight which it formerly
did.” Darwin was convinced that the loss of these tastes was not only a loss of
happiness, but might possibly be injurious to the intellect, and more probably
to the moral character.

( # #F 3&3% 2008, 465 words )

EENERER

. 1. In his autobiography, Darwin himself speaks of his intellectual power, with

extraordinary modesty. i%/R SCTEALAY B & P H i iR E 5 & B SR

» intellectual power & JTHIRE ST, Bl “% 717, extraordinary modesty th H )ik
b, Darwin i5/K3C (Charles Robert, 1809—1882), HEI#HYI¥~K, #HiLitH
RISLFE .

. 2. He points out that he always experienced much difficulty in expressing himself

clearly and concisely, but he believes that this very difficulty may have had the

compensating advantage of forcing him to think long and intently about every
sentence, and thus enabling him to detect errors in reasoning and in his own
observations. fifg i, b U BE|TRMEE ML E KA H O WER . EMHELE,

SFIERXANE 5 Rk R EMEE S LA Rk, R R E £ 0B E =

VLG —ATE, MMAESERIEHERE RS . 78 3 CRRME PR FLERIR,

w Wi At 2 75 M ] He points out..., but he believes that... B] L4 B8 J& 3C )it /¢ 3%
e Mg , [BAARfE - the compensating advantage #MEHEEH /
s, AIEERN “BKEE". advantage J5HBEMH R, BEFEN “#E
e Al 1< B () &0 B B g — 478, I ELERL T e 1t BB 22 98 B 55 BRX R — A
A7, EERRHO, FEIER EET oHURR, iR ALK
B, REEE—RREEREARS, RSN XAEEE. WLk
the compensating advantage 72 —H], MBEIRIR, FAE “G5RX A H fth
BIPEAR” o
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3. He disclaimed the possession of any great quickness of apprehension or wit,
such as distinguished Huxley. fth 751\ B C 15 580 19 555 22 AP0 HE B A BB M GUHE )
» disclaim vt. HiNE--- HX, 4%\, distinguished adj. FE4 1), EBK,
Huxley ##5 % (1887—1975), FeEAY#RMERK
4. He asserted, also, that his power to follow a long and purely abstract train of
thought was very limited, for which reason he felt certain that he never could
have succeeded with mathematics. fhif 'BFK, A WEEH T AR, MELUHT
KafaI a4, BT X—5E, ikE B SEBFEIT mRARN A 4
YR
WXR—-THEAERANRIENGRIFINE SR, HERSHN: He asserted
that..., he felt certain that... ( {lFEFR / RIFIA K- , kg ) XA
WEILRAE S B, BFRAEXNES, REREREFIMY, LY follow Fl
succeed F/MA K LT CHEBEL, N THETFRIE, PEREAE SN, WK %
“YELL” "5, never could have succeeded HF N “HARIRERIN”, {H “AR ’ﬁ
3" F mathematics BHRULERE, BT IBRREN ° Eﬁ;ﬁﬁm$xﬁﬁﬁﬁ”‘
2HEH”

5. His memory, too, be described as extensive, but hazy. So poor in one sense was =

it that he never could remember for more than a few days a single date or a line |
of poetry. fRIIRAZ ST BILA Ny T EEIRAN" . Mﬁﬁﬁwiﬁu%ﬂMﬁ‘

Rz, Z/E—HPRATRHIRMRIENMEILK. S

» be described as #{ & 25 -+ So poor that... ML Z ZLIETF - in one

sense was it £FRE TR, .

6. On the other hand, he did not accept as well founded the charge made by Vbi‘,;‘;"

some of his critics that, while he was a good observer, he had no power of )

reasoning. % — [, Fb AfEF M, UM% TN, EHRAREEE

1o TAIAEER XS, NN EBRA R -

w R MFRAENG, IERIENORE &6], HAERSHIT: E4]: he

did not accept the charge made by... fiARFESZH - REEHET; BPRIE:
while he was a good observer Bl E— 8 FMEMA; [FNEMNG]: that,

while..., he had no power of reasoning BJ}, {4 :-:::- (fB) fh ARG T

BHIEIX )3 B S B AL FRYF P 45 . —J& accept as well founded the charge

v, —RFEMENG, BIE R RSN, HERRN T 5REE -

% EUTHE, 1B H RISEIIE T2 accept the charge as well founded CGAHFEFR

FARPET N LAEESZ , UAIL5HIAN: accept sth. as true ), o
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This, he thought, could not be true, because the “Origin of Species” is one long

argument from the beginning to the end, and has convinced many able men. i,

NIRRT RAFEF LN, B “URRE" —HER RS IKE

W, TSR E AREZEEAELTER.

» Origin of Species 4 F #Z Ji. one long argument from the beginning to the
end — MK IEARKRAYIER . convince vz, {FAH{E, #{5MR, 0: convince
sb. of sth. & X AARMZ X F,

. No one, he submits, could have written it without possessing some power of

reasoning. fhikhy, fEfT— A HEEERE IR A RLE AR RES Hx R EED
» submit vz. E5K, AR, iYL, f0: I submit that this should be allowed. 3% 48, iX
MR 5 45 3] LiF . power of reasoning #EFERE 17 .

. He was willing to assert that “I have a fair share of invention, and of common

sense or judgment, such as every fairly successful lawyer or doctor must have,

but not, I believe, in any higher degree.” fli B BB X FEDL: “FRINHBRIAITE S .

HIRMAW TR E, 5B WARMEEAEZETIL, BEREMTA

Zht”

»wXR—MFEENANESH, 515 NECFA#FESGEFEH . a fair share
of invention — 4 77, in any higher degree L)fT/a] B & R BE .

. He adds humbly that perhaps he was “superior to the common run of men in

noticing things which easily escape attention, and in observing them carefully.”

RIS HANTEUL, BIFHC “TEERA S WA F YT A U4 REE Ty T

H— AN B,

W IEPUER . RIBERRBEHIT AR, B a)E TR E T B a5 R,
¥ superior to BN A . A 4b, 5 1E the common run of men F ¥ run K417,
R “am” ZE, WEIFER “—BARIEL” . superior to the common run of
men —RAEEBEH; superior to fEF :

. Writing in the last year of his life, he expressed the opinion that in two or three

respects his mind had changed during the preceding twenty or thirty years. i5

IRXFEAMBRE—FRET T HOXFNEE: £ =145, hias

ATH=JHENZE,

w iX/a] 3% o the opinion Y[R {i& M 4] that... 7] LU E Sk MR R, the pre-
ceding twenty or thirty years 7E5GRT — =14,

Up to the age of thirty or beyond it poetry of many kinds gave him great

pleasure. Formerly, too, pictures had given him considerable, and music very

great, delight. LIFT, #RRFHERSMMLMRRR R, XFRA—EREE3) 30 %
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13.

14.

15.

16.

0B’ 2

Al)E . LI EWE AR MM E, FRERSMREFIT
» Bl X I B R A A R B NS 93 1Al4 5. Up to the age of thirty
or beyond it | 30 ¥ 5 30 # LAJ5; up to —HZ|, considerable adj. 24K
(H2) B, EHEEZER, :

In 1881, however, he said: “Now for many years I cannot endure to read a line

of poetry; I have tried lately to read Shakespeare, and found it so intolerably
dull that it nauseated me.” {HE| T 1881 4F, K/RCHIB: “ BLER, RiE—F7
FTCIRTHEEFIE FET ;. Bl RIKE R E— )L A ER, [HREHIEK |
BERMERT , WRAEREES AMEK.”
» Shakespeare ¥ + I . (1564—1616 ), ¥ EHEI{EZFK, i A, so intolerably

dull that it nauseated me fiEMEZ. , SFRAEK o
I have also almost lost my taste for pictures or music. Music generally sets me |
thinking too energetically of what I have been at work on, instead of giving me
pleasure. X2 H . FRMBHFHILFERBR. EREBESARARTREER,
T2 AR A IR P i B AT RRAR B TAE
» lose taste for 3&5k------ H)E#R . think too energetically B K# AT, what I

have been at work on —E LR AKRE TAE; at work f-F553h, #ETAE. ‘
I retain some taste for fine scenery, but it does not cause me the exquisite |
delight which it formerly did. R R FHIBZFBIRE T —28, (HHRKREBK
AHMEG T o
» retain vt. R 88, {#FF, . retain an appearance of youth 4% A 542694} 4%; retain

one’s presence of mind 44 € & % . the exquisite delight LX) SRl .
Darwin was convinced that the loss of these tastes was not only a loss of
happiness, but might possibly be injurious to the intellect, and more probably |
to the moral character. JX/RXGUE, KERXLFEFMUEERME /348, WH |
EFTRESA R T, HEATRES e KaEfE i f
WX RN EIENERE AR, £ Darwin was convinced that... /K3 |

A5 o3 EiBMA]: the loss...was not only..., but might be..., and more;

to... XFERALRE -, TEHATRES -, EHES---

X R X
KR, FEEBYI¥R, HGERBEEN, 18094 2 A 12 H, KI/RICMAE
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FT—PEEFKE, 1825 FF 1828 FMfE B T R K¥¥E, FASIN K¥F¥
W, 1831 FENSINF KRG, LAY R S R ERIERME A%
/RS VETIRG 5 AERYIABRIRAT, WRERFIEAE T sh¥ . A0 R 45 05 T Y KB4
o 1859 EH MR K MIFPEIE Y —45, SR A HREF N IEREAIFEILF B,
AR RURS) T M FEARR, BN EYES R, Y

FI AT IR SIS R A T HRAMBE. (223 %)
%52 ]%ﬁ}ﬁhlﬁ )I ﬁ L dissberodt to Wliesy odi 1 v 4

1. ##%5 naturalist

2. #4kit Theory of Evolution

3. % T £ K2 the University of Edinburgh

4. RIHF K2 Cambridge University

5. f#12# theology

6. “Il#%/K5S" Beagle

7. %3R4 round-the-world journey/travel

8. {YFEJE ) On the Origin of Species

9. &M put forward a comprehensive proposal
10. LA B 8RERE IR A#EL 2414 theory of evolution by natural selection
11. H4aF )2 AR A the academic circles at the time
12. ¥4 5 milestone/turning point
13. ARAH: 24 4F a fundamental change

L EERD Jﬂiﬂﬁﬂw: ES T R

(—) B2APRIBNFRENIZF

BIFERIMEAT PR — PN ERERNISS . W hEBIRE | Bk,
RESESNE, SO TEIFIISG . BRI, ADRARD A% THUEEZE 1+ L4ES
iE, BERSEIEART X, MELVESMERIBIEREERNRE, SRy
IR JENROAY, TORENELMEET . TIeHEHEE. WAgk @



$

L

DOAB®O OB 2w

FERERAREICETR LR, REPABIE, SSHIUXHEAERRE, %
A BB E R R T IRE LK. ERZELT, BEMN, HAEE
ik BURAERBN, XHHRAKRY, FRAERBEEERANKARE. WA ASTHAL
R, AAHBIRRAARATH: BHAFAERMTT, E—-EFHRMTT?
W —BHEIESFHERM SR, BFEHIIFERORE R 25 5 — AT
AHPBEXRDEESROTE. XWMAS T mENE T AiEBe “R&F
&7 LA 2008 4F 6 H CET-4 B XM BHiE 8 R,

87. Our efforts will pay if the results of the research

(Re R A THEARGTFL).

“REF” —IAZ%PFAE apply, use £ /& employ ? “BERFHT:---” XAFEME

. SAMBIDUE MR, S NBIEHE, REFFERES HERE &

. can be applied to the development of new technology.

=

88. I can’t boot my computer now. Something
(—Z % 7 £5% ) with its operating system.

“FBE” WBIBEARA T SCATEAE defect, fault, trouble %5 “HEHE" WA
be out of order, go wrong, have trouble with %5k, “—EHTER” X
AT S X b S AS A S8 AT S . must have been wrong.

BOAMUSUR B ARIS Y CET-4 ER . BEBTIOERIE, XEIEMERHHE
BT, KN T CET-4, CET-6 ik F=MEERAMIERZ . HithAHBE
LA RS BRI ik, RSLEhREIENsIFEE .

(=) BIENRMSHANRR

B B, BOREEREBENFEN, BE19HER, BMERXTE
(1853—1921) HRH T “f5. &, " EBEREN, MEHZRKEK, XHF™
i FRHE”, RERFAHIRESHAFENEE, HEOKEHRE “H#” 7L,
HATER “fF", &= “B7, RITEERAMENHBRITHI M. i “F",
WREPRBSE, . TiR; “X7, WAEEE. @, W, mxd R FRE
ARSI . A AR IR “SURE” | RO A AR “SCRT .
“TEBC; AANEMY CRUET. BT, BEMRE T fE. k. W7 YR, B T
MR B LTRSS, HERT SFETRIE I BRRITRE,

RGBSR R E R R EARMER AR, (A PFIMERSRAK
FRAVIARY: B2, GBI (S A “HERR. W7 ). MIEHEHEFHE A 2007
7 AW (RFTGERBEFAER ), REHBHIGEBRFERDPA=AE
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K, BI—MEoR . BB R B ER

ISR BHERERNC R 4 795 A BAIA A 700 A, XS BERAE
AZORIE . REAiE B A S b R 0 SCRE AT S L L%, DR R /Nt 300
AREE BRI, DI/ 250 MU, BOCHEAUER, TTEAWIEEALE
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@ 1 In his autobiography, Darwin himself speaks of his intellectual power,
with extraordinary modesty.
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@ 2 ...he believes that this very difficulty may have had the compensating
advantage of forcing him to think long and intently about every sentence, and ‘



