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Abstract

This book is composed of three parts. The first part, namely chap—
ter 1 is an introduction to the purpose of the study. The good practices
and lessons in rural education in U.S. could be shared by China. Ac-
cordingly the study has both theoretical and practical implication.

The second part contains chapter 2 to chapter 5, which trace back
the history of rural education in U.S.A. Chapter 2 clarifies how the im—
migrants from Europe started their educational endeavors from their
early settlement in the colonized continent of America. In the colonized
agricultural society, some features of universal education came into be-
ing, that is to say, the educational opportunities began to be open to all
children, including disadvantaged children. Chapter 3 analyzes the for—
mation of public education system with the involvement of government
at different levels. The public education system was fostered by the
Northwest Ordinance and grant of land for public schools, and strength—
ened continuously by the Common School Movement and the enforce—
ment of compulsory education laws. Chapter 4 makes an in—depth study

of the urbanization of rural schools. In the late 19th century, the gaps

006 *



between the rural and urban schools were increasing. Especially the
gaps in quality of education drew much attention of all circles of soci-
ety. The movement of urbanization of rural schools enhanced both
learning opportunity and quality in rural education. Chapter 5 shows re—
organization of rural schools and districts in the second half of the 20th
century. Anyhow equality of educational opportunity in rural schooling
is becoming a dominating value. In 1960s some educators and special—-
ists realized all the schools should develop equally regardless of urban
or rural, large or small. The roles and values of rural small schools were
also recognized.

The third part, namely chapter 6 is the conclusion, which explains
the features and driving forces for rural education in U. S. The good
practices could be shared in China’s rural educational endeavor.

Key Words:rural education; equality of educational opportunity;

United States
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