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Abstract

The literal data on carved stones and tiles of the Eastern Han dy-
nasty is a kind of literal data carved on practicalities, which appeared
in the Eastern Han dynasty and reflected the work, the life, folk cus-
toms and the faith of the ordinary people lived in the bottom of the so-
ciety. These literal data are carved on different things, including
stones, tile, bamboo, and lead. And the words in these data are la-
conic and popular, not in pursuit of elegance, using few empty words
and simple sentence, So they are close to the real oral language of that
time, completely different from the classical Chinese used in literary
works and history records. This paper has made a comprehensive
study on the words and expressions in the literal data carved on the
stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty.

This paper is divided into six parts as follows: Introduction; The
glossary structure of the folklike literal data carved on the stones and
tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty; Study on complex tone words
in the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the
Eastern Han dynasty; Textual research on the words and expressions

in the folklike literal data carved on the stones and ftiles during the
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Eastern Han dynasty; Study on the words and expressions in the folk-
like literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han
dynasty, and the compilation of the large language dictionary; Re-
search on the phenomenon of using words in the folklike literal data
carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty; and
the appendix.

The introduction is divided into four sections. In the first sec-
tion, we have defined the conception folklike from four aspects, and
introduced the general instances of the folklike literal data carved on
the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty; In the second
section, we have explained the value and significance of the study on
the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the East-
ern Han dynasty; In the third section, we have introduced the actual
state of the study on the folklike literal data carved on the stones and
tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty; In the fourth section, we have
introduced the method of the study on the words and expressions in
the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the East-
ern Han dynasty.

Chapter one, the glossary structure of the folklike literal data
carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty, is di-
vided into three sections. In the first section, we have discussed the
relationship between characters and words, the relationship between
characters and single tone words, and the difference between the com-
plex tone words and the phrases. The four academic problems above
are the foundation of the glossary study. In the second section, on the

whole we have introduced the composing instances of the folklike lit-
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eral data carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty.
Except for the repetition, there are 2,168 words. According to the
character, they can be divided as 1,685 common words and 483 spe-
cies words. According to the syllable, they can be divided as 655 sin-
gle syllable words and 1,513 complex tone words. According to the
word class, they can be divided as 1,332 nouns, 496 verbs, 80 adjec-
tives, 113 numerals, 22 quantifiers, 70 adverbs, 6 auxiliaries, 26 pro-
nouns, 17 conjs. 5 mood words, 1 auxiliary word. In the third sec-
tion, we have discussed the characteristics of the words and expres-
sions in the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during
the Eastern Han dynasty.

Chapter two, Study on complex tone words in the folklike literal
data carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty, is
divided into nine sections. In the first section, we have introduced the
distributing status of the complex tone words in the aspects of the syl-
lable, word class, and makeup. In the second section, we have re-
viewed combined complex tone words from the aspects of the meaning
of the words and the part of the speech. In the third section, we have
reviewed the gauche pattern complex tone words from the aspect of
the meaning relationship and the part of speech of the modifier ele-
ment and center element, In the fourth section, we have reviewed the
verb-object pattern complex tone words. In the fifth section, we have
reviewed the subject-predicate pattern complex tone words. In the
sixth section, we have reviewed the complementary pattern complex
tone words. In the seventh section, we have reviewed the affixation

pattern complex tone words, In the eighth section, we have reviewed
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the word-building of superposition pattern, simplex words and com-
positive pattern. On the base of the reviews above, in the ninth sec-
tion, we have traced the history from the period of Xiangin and West-
ern Han to Weijin and Nanbeichao. In this way, we have detailedly
and contrastly studied the instances of complex tone words and word-
building, and made clear the complex tone words’ position in the his-
tory of the Chinese language, which shows the process of the complex
tone tendency of the Chinese language.

Chapter three, Textual research on the words and expressions in
the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the East-
ern Han dynasty, is divided into three sections. In the first section,
we have textually studied 8 common words, In the second section, we
have textually studied some species words. In the last section, we
have textually studied some idioms.

Chapter four, Study on the words and expressions in the folklike
literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dy-
nasty, and the compilation of the large language dictionary, is divided
into five sections. In the first section, we have mainly introduced the
cognition of new words with new meanings, and the original intention
of writing this chapter. Then, from four aspects, we have introduced
the significant value of the words and expressions in the folklike liter-
al data carved on the stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty
for dictionary compilation.

In Chapter five, Research on the phenomenon of using words in
the folklike literal data carved on the stones and tiles during the East-

ern Han dynasty, from the aspects of duweizi, variant characters and
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wrongly written characters, we have researched and analyzed the phe-
nomenon of using characters in the folklike literal data carved on the
stones and tiles during the Eastern Han dynasty.

Based on research, this paper has characteristics as follows:
firstly, new language materials, We pay attention to digging and set-
tling data, trying to find all the materials that accord with the concep-
tion folklike. And these materials are close to the oral language and
have significant values for research. Secondly, the content of our re-
search is very comprehensive. Studying from the aspects of word-
building, textual research on the words and expressions, research
contrasted with large dictionary compilation and phenomenon of using
characters, we have drown a comparatively convincing conclusion,
Thirdly, our research methods are quite proper. We pay attention to
not only contemporaneous materials but also historical materials, and
pay attention to comparing the language materials. In addition, we
pay attention to the method of combining the content with the form,
not only analyzing the word-building of the words but also reviewing
the meaning of the words. Furthermore, we attach importance to ap-
plying the database technique of the computer.

However, owing to my limited vigor and wisdom, there are still
some deficiencies in this paper, and these deficiencies will await me to

make more efforts to perfect.

Key words: Eastern Han; carved stones and tiles; f{olklike; com-
plex tone words; textual research on the words and expressions; ap-

plied value; phenomenon of using characters
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