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Unit1 Language

‘Warm-up Activities

1. Many countries have an official language. Discuss the benefits and
disadvantages associated with having an official language and how it would
affect the government and its people in terms of education, politics,
media, etc.

2. Language and culture often go hand-in-hand. How is language related to

culture? Is one more important than the other in understanding a group of
people?

Text |

What makes a global language?

Pre-reading Questions

1. List some reasons as to why people learn foreign languages today? Why are
some languages more commonly chosen over others for foreign language
study?

2. How does a language become an international language spoken throughout
the world? Are there any intrinsic qualities to a language (for example,
easier grammatical structures) that would make it more likely to be spoken
internationally? What other reasons besides a language’s intrinsic properties

S

could serve as contributing factors?

Why a language becomes a global language has little to do with the number
of people who speak it. It is much more to do with who those speakers are. Latin
became an international language throughout the Roman Empire, but this was
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not because the Romans were more
numerous than the peoples they
subjugated. They were simply more
powerful. And later, when Roman
military power declined, Latin
remained for a millennium as the
international language of education,
thanks to a different sort of power—

the ecclesiastical power of Roman
Catholicism.

There is the closest of links between language dominance and cultural
power, and this relationship will become increasingly clear as the history of
English is told. Without a strong power-base, whether political, military or
economic, no language can make progress as an international medium of
communication. Language has no independent existence, living in some sort of
mystical space apart from the people who speak it. Language exists only in the
brains, mouths, ears, hands and eyes of its users. When they succeed, on the
international stage, their language succeeds. When they fail, their language fails.

This point may seem obvious, but it needs to be made at the outset, because
over the years many popular and misleading beliefs have grown up about why a
language should become internationally successful. It is quite common to hear
people claim that a language is a paragon, on account of its perceived aesthetic
qualities, clarity of expression, literary power, or religious standing. Hebrew,
Greek, Latin, Arabic and French are among those which at various times have
been lauded in such terms, and English is no exception. It is often suggested, for
example, that there must be something inherently beautiful or logical about the
structure of English, in order to explain why it is now so widely used. “It has
less grammar than other languages,” some have suggested. “English doesn’t
have a lot of endings on its words, nor do we have to remember the difference
between masculine, feminine, and neuter gender, so it must be easier to learn.”
In 1848, a reviewer in a British periodical wrote:

In its easiness of grammatical construction, in its paucity of inflection, in its
almost total disregard of the distinctions of gender excepting those of nature,
in the simplicity and precision of its terminations and auxiliary verbs, not less
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than in the majesty, vigour and copiousness of its expression, our mother-tongue
seems well adapted by organization to become the language of the world.

Such arguments are misconceived. Latin was once a major international
language, despite its many inflectional endings and gender differences. French,
too, has been such a language, despite its nouns being masculine or feminine;
and so—at different times and places—have the heavily inflected Greek,
Arabic, Spanish and Russian. Ease of learning has nothing to do with it.
Children of all cultures learn to talk over more or less the same period of time,
regardless of the differences in the grammar of their languages.

This is not to deny that a language may have certain properties which make
it internationally appealing. For example, learners sometimes comment on the
“familiarity” of English vocabulary, deriving from the way English has over the
centuries borrowed thousands of new words from the languages with which it
has been in contact. The “welcome” given to foreign vocabulary places English
in contrast to some languages (notably, French) which have tried to keep it out,
and gives it a cosmopolitan character which many see as an advantage for a
global language. From a lexical point of view, English is in fact more a
Romance than a Germanic language. And there have been comments made
about other structural aspects, too, such as the absence in English grammar of a
system of coding social class differences, which can make the language appear
more “democratic” to those who speak a language (e.g. Javanese) that does
express an intricate system of class relationships. But these supposed traits of
appeal are incidental, and need to be weighed against linguistic features which
would seem to be internationally much less desirable—notably, in the case of
English, the many irregularities of its spelling system.

A language does not become a global language because of its intrinsic
structural properties, or because of the size of its vocabulary, or because it has
been a vehicle of a great literature in the past, or because it was once associated
with a great culture or religion. These are all factors which can motivate
someone to learn a language, of course, but none of them alone, or in combination,
can ensure the spread of a language throughout the world. Indeed, such factors
cannot even guarantee survival as a classical language—as is clear from the
case of Latin, learned today as a classical language by only a scholarly and
religious few. Correspondingly, inconvenient structural properties (such as



REREBENE F=m)

awkward spelling) do not stop a language achieving international status either.

A language becomes an international language for one chief reason: the
political power of its people—especially their military power. The explanation
is the same throughout history. Why did Greek become a language of
international communication in the Middle East over 2,000 years ago? Not
because of the intellects of Plato and Aristotle: the answer lies in the swords and
spears wielded by the armies of Alexander the Great. Why did Latin become
known throughout Europe? Ask the legions of the Roman Empire. Why did
Arabic come to be spoken so widely across northern Africa and the Middle
East? Follow the spread of Islam, carried along by the force of the Moorish
armies from the eighth century. Why did Spanish, Portuguese, and French find
their way into the Americas, Africa and the Far East? Study the colonial policies
of the Renaissance kings and queens, and the way these policies were ruthlessly
implemented by armies and navies all over the known world. The history of a
global language can be traced through the successful expeditions of its soldiers
and sailors. And English has been no exception.

But international language dominance is not solely the result of military
might. It may take a militarily powerful nation to establish a language, but it
takes an economically powerful one to maintain and expand it. This has always
been the case, but it became a particularly critical factor early in the twentieth
century, with economic developments beginning to operate on a global scale,
supported by the new communication technologies —telegraph, telephone,
radio—and fostering the emergence of massive multinational organizations. The
growth of competitive industry and business brought an explosion of international
marketing and advertising. The power of the press reached unprecedented
levels, soon to be surpassed by the broadcasting media, with its ability to cross
national boundaries with electromagnetic ease. Technology, in the form of
movies and records; fuelled new mass entertainment industries which had a
worldwide impact. The drive to make progress in science and technology
fostered an international intellectual and research environment which gave
scholarship and further education a high profile.

Any language at the centre of such an explosion of international activity
would suddenly have found itself with a global status. And English was in the
right place at the right time. By the beginning of the nineteenth century, Britain



Lokt 1 Langudgs

had become the world’s leading industrial and trading country. By the end
of the century, the population of the USA (then approaching 100 million) was
larger than that of any of the countries of Western Europe, and its economy
was not only the most productive, but also the fastest growing in the world.
British political imperialism had sent English around the globe, during the
nineteenth century, so that it was a language “on which the sun never sets”.
During the twentieth century, this world presence was maintained and
promoted, almost single-handedly, through the economic supremacy of the new
American superpower. And the language behind the U.S. dollar was English.
(1,324 words)

Words and Expressions

subjugate /'sabdzugert/ vt. to defeat a person or group and make them
obey fEJR , 4% /& AR

millennium /mr'lentom/ n. a period of 1000 years — 4%

ecclesiastical A klizzm'estikal/ n. relating to the Christian church or its priests
AERLG EATHLY

at the outset at or from the beginning of an event or process
B TF ke, M— T4

paragon /'peeragan/ n. someone or something that is perfect or is ex-

tremely brave, good etc., often used humor-
ously $#38 #E , T (£)A

aesthetic /izs'Oetik/ adj. connected with beauty and the study of beauty
£FN ,FL£E

Hebrew /'hirbruz/ n. the language traditionally used by the Jewish
people # 18 % &

Arabic /'eerobik/ n. the language or writing of the Arabs, which is

the main language of North Africa and the
Middle East T 3544 &
laud Noxd/ vt. to praise something or someone # % , # %
masculine /'meeskjulm/ adj. in some languages, a masculine noun, pronoun,
etc. belongs to a class of words that have
different inflections from feminine or neuter
words Fa 49
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feminine /'femmin/ adj. a feminine noun, pronoun, etc. belongs to a
class of words that have different inflections
from masculine or neuter words Fi )

neuter /'njuzte/ adj. a neuter noun, pronoun, etc. belongs to a class
of words that have different inflections from
masculine or feminine words ¥ % #)

paucity /'porsity/ n. less than is needed of something R & (% 2 )

inflection /m'flek[an/ n. the way in which a word changes its form to
show a difference in its meaning or use (37 #9 )
B EA

disregard / disrt'ga:d/ n. ignoring something that should not be ignored

termination /,t3mmr'ne1f an/ n. the act of ending something, or the end of
something 4%k, 4 &

vigour /'viga/ n physical or mental energy and determination
EN A LAB

copious /'kaupras/ adj. existing or being produced in large quantities
% ¢, X &4 copiousness n. £ 5

misconceived /,miskon'sirvd/ adj. badly planned because of a failure to

understand a situation and therefore unsuitable
or unlikely to succeed & &8 , X ER AW

inflectional ending an inflection that is added at the end of a root
word # & & L

cosmopolitan  / kpzma'polttan/ adj. containing or having experience of people and
things from many different parts of the world
R

lexical /"leksikal/ adj. dealing with words, or related to words 7 il 4

Romance /rau'meens/ adj. (of a language) developed from Latin ¥ % &
#;3T RiEEH

Germanic /d3o:'meenik/ adj. relating to the language family that includes

German, Dutch, Swedish, and English B & &
A (GMEE H 2 RERRE)

Javanese /,d3=vo'niiz/ n. N A

intricate /'mtrikit/ adj. containing many small parts or details that all
work or fit together 4% 4% & Z« 49, & AR4E T &9

incidental /,ms1'dentl/ adj. naturally happening as a result of something

BRK A, &I
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notably /'nautably/ adv. especially 4 5] 3 _

intrinsic /m'trmsik/ adj. being part of the nature or character of
someone or something M &£ 45, ¥ A&,
AR

wield fwitld/ vt. to hold a weapon or tool £, £& #
AL

legion /'lizdzan/ n. a large group of soldiers, especially in
ancient Rome (LEF F L) EH L K

Islam /'1zlazm/ n. the Muslim religion, which was started
by Muhammad and whose holy book is
the Koran 47 #f £ %

Moorish /'muartf/ adj. relating to the Moors & R At

ruthless /'ruzBlis/ adj. without thinking or caring about any pain

caused to others %, Z. &) , 486, R &)
ruthlessly adv. 7% Z 3k, 5853, Tty

expedition /,ekspr'dif an/ n. a long and carefully organized journey,
especially to a dangerous or unfamiliar
place, or the people that make this
journey (#FE®¥ )RR, (R AE)FA

might /mart/ n. great strength and power 71 &, A7,
b}

unprecedented /an'presidentid/ adj. never having happened before, or never
having happened so much % &7 #5, #7 FF
KA

surpass /sa'pazs/ vt. to be even better or greater than someone
or something else A& & , g id

electromagnetic /1,lektroumeeg'nettk/  adj. being used to describe the electrical and

magnetic forces or effects produced by an
electric current % & (4 ) &)

high profile n. something that is noticed by many people
or gets a lot of attention 5| A £ & '

single-handedly /,smgl haendidlv/ adv. done by one person without help from
anyone else £ A (T AR ), Ik A (#47)
P

supremacy /sa'premasy/ n. the position in which you are more

powerfuil or advanced than anyone else £
Bk, & &AL
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1. Catholicism is a broad term for the body of the Catholic faith, its theologies and doctrines, its
ethical, spiritual, and behavioral characteristics, as well as a religious people as a whole.

2. Plato (428/427 BC-348/347 BC) was a classical Greek philosopher, mathematician, writer of
philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher
learning in the Western world.

3. Aristotle (384 BC-322 BC) was a Greek philosopher, a student of Plato and teacher of
Alexander the Great. He wrote on many subjects, including physics, metaphysics and poetry.

4. Alexander the Great (356 BC-323 BC) was an Ancient Greek king of Macedon. He was
one of the most successful military commanders of all time and it is presumed that he was
undefeated in battle.

5. The Renaissance is the period of time in Europe between 14th and 17th centuries, when art,

literature, philosophy, and scientific ideas became very important and a lot of new art etc. was
produced.

R eading Comprehension

1. Summarize the text and fill in the blanks with the appropriate words or phrases.
Why a language becomes a global language has little to do with . Without a
strong power-base, whether , military or , ho language can become
an international medium of communication. Language exists only in the brains, mouths, ears,
hands and eyes of its users. When they succeed, on the international stage, their language
. When they fail, their language . Therefore, we can understand why
Greek becomes a language of international communication in the Middle East
over years ago. Latin was once a major international language, despite its many
inflectional endings and . History has told us that a language becomes an
international language for one chief reason: the political power of its people—especially their
military power.

II. Answer the following questions.
1. What makes a language a global language?
2. What does “This point” (Para. 3) refer to according to the context?
3. Why do some people regard a language as a paragon?
4, What misconceived arguments are proposed to explain why English is so widely used?
5. According to the text, how did English become a global language?
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III. Based on the text, decide whether the following statements are true or false. For false
statements, write the facts in parentheses.
1. Latin became an international language throughout the Roman Empire because the Romans
were more numerous than the peoples they subjugated.

( _ )
2. Ease of learning has something to do with the success of a language.
( )

3. Inconvenient structural properties (such as awkward spelling) do not stop a language
achieving international status either.
( )
4. A language becomes an international language for one chief reason: the political power of
its people—especially their military power.
( )
5. By the end of the nineteenth century, Britain had become the world’s leading industrial
and trading country.

( )

IV. Paraphrase the following sentences within the context of the reading passage.

1. (Para. 2) Language has no independent existence, living in some sort of mystical space
apart from the people who speak it.

2. (Para. 3) It is quite common to hear people claim that a language is a paragon, on account
of its perceived aesthetic qualities, clarity of expression, literary power, or religious
standing.

3. (Para. 8) Technology, in the form of movies and records, fuelled new mass entertainment
industries which had a worldwide impact.

4. (Para. 9) British political imperialism had sent English around the globe, during the
nineteenth century, so that it was a language “on which the sun never sets”.

VOcabulary Exercises

I.  Fill in the blank in each sentence with a word or phrase from the box below. Make sure
the appropriate form of the word is used.

ruthless Jfoster disregard might property
paragon intellectual literary outset on account of
1. With higher qualifications, one can get a better paid job at the of their career.



