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2 Selected Essays of Lawrence

A LETTER FROM GERMANY

WE are going back to Paris tomorrow, so this is the last mo-
ment to write a letter from Germany. Only from the fringe of
Germany, too.

It is a miserable journey from Paris to Nancy, through that
Marne country, where the country still seems to have had the
soul blasted out of it, though the dreary fields are ploughed and
level, and the pale wire trees stand up. But it is all void and null.
And in the villages, the smashed houses in the street rows, like
rotten teeth between good teeth.

You come to Strasbourg,and the people still talk Alsatian Ger-
man, as ever, in spite of French shop-signs. The place feels dead.
And full of cotton goods , white goods , from Miilhausen , from the
factories that once were German. Such cheap white cotton goods,
in a glut.

The cathedral front rearing up high and flat and fanciful ,a sort
of darkness in the dark, with round rose windows and long, long
prisons of stone. Queer, that men should have ever wanted to put
stone upon fanciful stone to such a height, without having it fall
down.

The Gothic] I was always glad when my card-castle fell. But
these Goths and Alemans seemed to have a craze for peaky
heights.

The Rhine is still the Rhine, the great divider. You feel it as
you cross. The flat, frozen, watery places. Then the cold and
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