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A FEW WORDS OF ENTHUSIASM TO THE GRADUATES

By J. N. Ts'ai

There are some persons, who are very ready to do kind actions but are
not, in the habit of speaking kind words to those whom they befriend. Perhaps
they think that kind words are worth nothing, because they cause nothing.
This is however a great mistake. If when giving a gift to a poor man, you
contemptuously say to him. “Tske that snd be off,” your unkind wo rds
detract from the value of the gift. A small gift accompanied by words of
gympathy is, in most cases, much more acceptablethan a largefgiftibestowed

" with harsh words of undeserved reproach.

In many cases, in which material 2id is not required and would be
useless, kind words are able to remove distress. A new boy at echool is
often very unhappy at secing round him so many strange faces, He
contracts the seeming unfrieadliness of his new associates with the kindness
he was used to in his home, and the difference makes him very “sad. But
if some elder boy comes forward and speaks kindly to him. he soon takes
heart and gees that at school, as st Taomé, he may expeet to meet with
kindly sympathy. In gickpess the kind words of the doctor are often am
helpful as his medicine, and in times of trouble, when the art of medicine
is of no avail, the words of sympathy spoken by ocur friends alleviate onr
grief.

Kind words, besides alleviating grief, may have a permanent good effect
on the character. A timid boy of good abilities is often encouraged to
renewed effort by words of encouragement without which he would have
yielded to despair, and have lost all confidence in himself. Unkind words,
on the contrary, discourage moral and intellectual effort and often ruin
the character of those to whom they are addressed, by causing them to
labour under a bitter sense of injustice, and indulge in_ feelings of hatred
against their fellow men. Therefcre, let us remember always to accompany
our actions withakind words and let this piece be my last gift to you all.

Allow me, at the same time, to congralulate you on this great success.
I ean well imagine how pleased vour parents must be with such a signal
fruit of yeur untiring diligence for so many years. I pray you will as soon
as possible make your names known in the world. Good-bye and good luck
my friends.
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