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Preface to A Tourist Guide To Hubei, China

Hubei is a land of fish and rice with hundreds of lakes, located in the middle reach of
the Yangize River and central China. Her landforms are peculiar and diversified, with
mountains, hills, rivers, lakes and plains. The Yangtze and the Han River flow mightily
throughout Hubei and meet here.

There are connected green mountains, various species, crisscrossed brooks, dense
lakes, beautiful sceneries, peculiar flavors and various landscapes. She has a long history
and splendid culture. She is also a distributing center and destination for tourism with con-
venient communications and perfect facilitates.

She was the Holy Land of the earliest ancestor of China — Yan Di (Shennong) and the
birthplace of Chu culture. It was here that the ape-man, the Changyang ancients, Qujialing
culture in Jingshan and the Panlongcheng culture in Yin and Shang Dynasties were un-
earthed. She is the hometown of QuYuan — the world famous intellectual; Wang Zhaojun —
one of the “Four Beauties” in Chinese history; Bi Sheng — the inventor of the type printing;
Lu Yu - the “Tea-Sage” and Li Shizhen — the sage in medicine. She is the cradle of gener-
als, and the birthplace of the People’s Republic’s former chairmen. It is here that the
Three Kingdoms culture could be traced. It is here that the Revolution of 1911 firstly broke
out. It is also the hometown of yellow cranes and bosom friends in legends. -

There are the Yangtze Three Gorges, which is a wonder in mountain valleys; Enshi
and Qingjiang, which have the same fame as Zhangjiajie; the Wudang Mountain, which is
the unique sacred mountain in the world; Shennongjia, which is a primeval forest where
“savages” could be sought; the Yellow Crane Tower, which has been chanted by many po-
ets in history; the East Lake, which is a vast expanse of blue water; the Mulan Moutain,
where the Buddhism and the Taoism coexist; the Zenghouyi chimes, which is the eighth
greatest wonder in the world and the Three Gorges Project, where the water in the south is
transferred to the north, and so on.

Wuhan, which is an international metropolise, is on her way to modemization. The
foreign building groups in the old settlement on the Yanjiang Avenue have taken on new
looks. There are various flowers and trees all over the bank. When you are walking on the
pavement and under the colourful lamplight, you feel you are in a fairy scene.The poetic
night view of “River Town” is before you when you are on a yacht on the Yangtze. The city

sketch, the water in the Yangtze River, and the space are integrated. The vastness, the
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fantacy, and the lamplight enhance the atmosphere of openmindedness. Are you in the
world or in the fairyland? It reminds you of the endless water in the Yangtze River.

The beautiful Hubei is attracting countless travelers from many countries with her vari-
ous natural landscapes and splendid human spectacles. In order to offer you a feast of eye of
Hubei’s elegance, A Tourist Guide To Hubei, China is planned by Wuhan Shenfeng Cul-
tural Transmission Co.Ltd and compiled by the Compiling Committee of A Tourist Guide To
Hubei , China . It is a complete and systematic introduction to the food, lodging, communi-
cations, traveling, shopping and entertainment conceming Hubei s tourism. It is rich in
content with excellent language and pictures. It is a rare and practical tourist guide in both
Chinese and English so far.

The coming out of A Tourist Guide To Hubei, China is both a marvelous cultural meal
and a reliable silent guide. It will contribute to the establishment of the figure of Hubei and
to the promotion of its development.

The above statement is as its preface.

Xiao Guojin
Jan 1, 2002
in Wuchang
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