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Unit1 Going to College

Aims
Aims Text A TextB
Words account, adjust, aspect, confuse, cope, ability, achieve, challenge, education, experience,
federal, handle, locate, responsibility, introduce, opportunity, retire, secret, share
savings
Phrases | add lo, adjust to, cope with, have...off, at the end of, be afraid of, be interested in,
in a row, on one’s own, sleep in dream of, grow up, look around, smile at, stay
young, take on, turn around
Structures | 1. where 5| S#IEIEM 2. who 51 RHIE BN
Skills Reading Translation Writing Listening & Speaking
Topic Sentences | AL : WAL i S| 1. Sound Discrimination
AR EE R R0 L 2. Greeting
TCIE# bR R 3. Listening Practice
Text A

I. Introduction

1. Introductory Remarks

College is a place many young people are longing for. They are fond of college life for different rea-

College — A New Experience

sons. In this passage, the author gives us her reasons why she likes college.

2. Introductory Questions

Students are expected to go over the text very quickly. Then they are required to make a True/False

response to each of the following statements:

1) The author likes college only because she loves being on her own. (F)

T: Being on her own, talking with friendly people, and having Fridays off are some things she likes

about college.
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2) Before the author entered college, her parents always seemed to be around her, saying what she
should do and what she shouldn’t. (T)
3) The author feels comfortable in the dorm because there are friendly people around to talk with. (T)
4) Tt seems that the author is very busy with her studies at college. (T)
5) The author likes to get up early. (F)
T: She loves to sleep in.
6) When the author was at high school she couldn’t sleep late in the morning. (T)
7) The author likes college so much that she almost forgets her family in New York. (F)
T: Although she likes college, she can still get homesick.

II. Outline
Para. 1 Brings up the main idea of the article: Being on my own, talking with friendly people,
and having Fridays off — these are just some things I like about college.
Para. 2 Living at college gives me a sense of responsibility of being on my own.

Para. 3 Friendly people

Para. 4 I love having Fridays off.

Para. 5 Conclusion

II1. Detailed Study of the Text

1. I’m away from home, so I have many things to adjust to.
— Since I’ve left my home, there are many things for me to get used to.
adjust to: to get used to by changing behavior or ideas
e.g. The body adjusts itself to changes in temperature.
You should adjust your expenditure to your income.
2. (be) on one’s own: (to be) alone, (be) independent
e.g. He can’t be left to work on his own.
The old lady is now on her own in a small town.
We are expected to solve the problem on our own.
3. have (some time) off: to have a rest for a period of time, be away from work or duty
e.g. I'would love to have a year off.
You’d better have a few days off.
4. a sense of responsibility: an ability to behave sensibly so that you can be trusted to do the right thing
e.g. Parents need to encourage a sense of responsibility in their children.

“Sense” here means a general feeling or understanding.
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10.

11.

12.

e.g. asense of being on my own, a sense of duty
He felt a sense of loss.
handle my own life: controll my own life
handle: to control, deal with
e.g. She couldn’t handle the pressures of her new job.
My secretary will handle all the details.
She’s very good at handling difficult customers.
account:
1) an arrangement with a bank, shop or other organizations by which they take care of your money or
allow you to buy things and pay for them later
e.g. I’ve opened an account with a building society.
Have you got a bank account?
cf. checking account (ZEAFikik ), {EMAEKIKF7) , deposit account (BHAEZTWH,) ,
savings account (f5EHFKIK )
2) a written or spoken description of an event
e.g. She gave a vivid account of her recent visit to China at the meeting yesterday.
He kept a detailed account of the suspect’s movements.
... or where they were located: ... or the place where they were situated
be located in/by/near, etc.: to be in a particular position
e.g. The business is located in the center of the town.
now (that): because of the fact (that)
e.g. Now that you have mentioned it, I do remember.
Now that you have grown up, you must stop this childish behavior.
I was a bit confused about where I was going.
— 1didn’t know for sure where 1 was going. / I was wondering where I was going.
be confused: not be clear, don’t know exactly what to do
e.g. I'm afraid I'm a little confused about these things.
Many people are confused about the new ways of measuring temperature.
a bit: to some degree, rather, a little
be supposed to: should, must, be expected to
e.g. Everyone is supposed to know the rules.
You are supposed to report the matter to the police as soon as possible.
I’'m not supposed to talk to you about this.
add to: to put (one thing together with another)
e.g. The Yangpu Bridge has added greatly to the beauty of Shanghai.
Adjectives add to the meaning of nouns.
cope with: to deal with successfully; endure
e.g. John and Sally coped with all their problems cheerfully.
Poor families have to cope with a lot of strain.
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13.

14,

in a row: one after another without a break
e.g. We had three bad summers in a row.
He was elected president three times in a row.
sleep in: to sleep late in the morning
e.g. We usually sleep in for a bit on Sundays.
I slept in by mistake and was very late for work.
He worked late and decided to sleep in the next morning.

IV. Summary of the Text

The author regards college life as a new and different experience and gives three reasons to explain
this. First, she thinks college life makes her feel responsible for herself and independent because she has
to make decisions on everything she does. Then she writes about the friendly people she can get help
from and talk with. Lastly, she mentions the possibility of having Fridays off. In short, she enjoys this
new life in spite of the fact that she is far from her hometown.

V. Text-related Information

1.

Credit Card:

Credit card is a card that identifies its owner as one who is entitled to credit when purchasing
goods or services from certain establishments. Credit cards originated in the United States in the 1930s;
their use was wide-spread by the 1950s. They are issued by many businesses serving the consumers,
such as oil companies, retail stores and chain stores, restaurants, hotels, airlines, car rental agencies and
banks. Some credit cards are honored in a single store, but others are general-purpose cards for use in a
wide variety of establishments. Bank credit cards are examples of the general purpose card. Establish-
ments dispensing almost every form of product or service are honoring such cards, and it is predicted
that credit cards might some day eliminate the need for carrying cash.

When a credit card is used, the retailer records the name and account number of the purchaser and
the amount of the sale, and forwards this record to the credit card billing office. At intervals, usually
monthly, the billing office sends a statement to the card holder listing all the charged purchases and re-
questing payment immediately or in installments. The billing office reimburses the retailer directly.

Most of the work involved in credit card operations is now handled by computers. Charges for the
use of a credit card are sometimes paid directly by the card holder, and sometimes borne by the retail
establishments that accept them. In the latter case, the cost is absorbed into the price of the merchan-
dise. Department stores usually charge interest to credit customers who do not settle their bills within
a month, but certain credit plans do not charge interest until a bill has been outstanding for several
months. Interest rates for overdue balances are regulated by state law. A continuing problem involved in
the use of credit cards is the ease with which they can be used fraudulently if stolen or lost, although the
liability of the owner is limited.

Universities and Colleges:

Universities and colleges are institutions that offer education beyond the secondary (preparatory or

high school) level. This broad category of institutions may include colleges offering only undergraduate
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preparation; universities offering undergraduate and graduate education; free-standing professional
colleges offering degrees in law, medicine, engineering and the like; and two-year community and
junior colleges offering technical, vocational and liberal arts programs.

Terminology for institutions as well as types of programs vary greatly within a single country. In
general, a college offers degree programs for undergraduate students, but it may have Master’s degree
programs also. The universities are usually dedicated to three comprehensive activities: instruction for
undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees; research geared to expanding the frontiers of knowl-
edge; and outreach or dissemination of learning beyond the boundaries of the institution through the
printed word, scholarly associations, formal and non-formal instruction, and worldwide telecommunica-
tions and computer linkages.

National systems of higher education in general are geared to serving youth between the ages of 17
and 25. The enrollment as a percentage of the country’s total population has been growing appreciably
in many countries. Where once higher education was reserved for a small elite, today university educa-
tion in many countries is a massive social enterprise.

Despite the ravages of two world wars and the damage and disruption of uncounted local military
contests, many nations of the world have received increasing demands for higher education from their
people and have responded by building more universities and other types of higher education institu-
tions. the Third-World nations in Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America have built new universities.
Some universities have reached enormous size, such as the National Autonomous University of Mexico,
which has over 300 000 students.

Text B
Never Too Old to Live Your Dream

I. Introduction
1. Imtroductory Remarks
Everyone has his or her dream. Having a dream in life not only makes us stay young and be happy,

but also helps us live a meaningful life. However old you are, it is never too late to realize your dream.
It is up to you to realize your dream. But, for some reason, some people lose their dreams, even when
they are very young. This passage tells us a story about an eighty-seven-year-old woman who taught by
example that it is never too old to live your dream.

2. Introductory Questions
1) What happened in the first day of school?
2) How old was the old woman Rose?
3) Why did the woman want to go to college at such an old age?
4) What did they talk about after class?
5) What were the four secrets to staying young, being happy and achieving success according to

the old woman?

6) What did the author and his schoolmates learn from the old woman?



