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Meanings and uses of the chief prepositions
ERMNGELR L
AboUteeveriiiniinrnninnnn,
AbBOVe tetiiiiieiriannn,

ACTOSS trevtrrecieerncieneenness ceetereretsonns

Afterececeeees

Againsteceeviiniiiininna.,
Among............. teesssnacrerensenenas

At ettt i e e nen s

Between............
BY veeeererevereeeeeenesereressosn o
For IRIIR TR I R T T

Fromeieeaieenninnnnn

£ PP

. Into............. I

Of cevvrnvinnnnen.

On seseesimnniiiiiii e

OVEL teverenitvieniiniiernrnvesnnnnns

(1)

- (24)

C27)
( 34)
(44)
( 66 )
C70)

< (103)

(111)

+ (120)

(143)

+ (162)
e (173)

(192)
(201)
(211)

ceee (221)

(228)

o (248)

(252)



About

1, arouud; on every side ;)f FEFE, 7\
vl

a) Electrons move about the nucleus of ecach
atom, BTEREENR BB,

b) Everything about me was so beautiful, k1)
BB —UI R ET,

¢) Her hair hangs about her neck, W RET
Fibr o

d) He planted trees about the house, iy e
EJEEWLTN‘:

e) They crowded about him, HATEE Tk,
2. near;not far from;determining approximately
time, size or quffzntity K&, XL, £4

a) This table is about the size of that one,
RETHEAANSBRHERS,

b) There are about 500 TV sets in our university,
RAVFEBRAF5004 s WML, .

¢) The tungsten filament can be heated to about
5,100°F, X AW B EIE K5, 1008 %4,

d) Tomorrow about this time I shall be here,
B R K XA BHR R 7R L,

¢) Facts show that the Chinese were able to

1



solve the quadratic equation about 2,000 years

ago,  HLIEBIHE AREFT 8 BB Kz
. |
3. concerning; in regard to XTF, R
a) He wants to know something about the
teaching machine, AT R— T RV
B4y, |
b) John asked Mary about the size of the new
machine,  AWHETHW H XX & SR
T
c) I was speaking to him about my plan, #,
ER AR R .
d) Tell me all about the operation of the lathe,
A RE RG2S FR.
e) What have you been busy abouty Hil—H
A4t
phrases; V, +about 5515508
advise about/on; to give (someone) advice about
(something or doing something) HE
a) Will you please advise me about which book
to buyy  FERELI AN
b) A broker will advise you about how to
invest your money,  Z&EAN Mk i B EHE
%o
argue about/over; to disagree or quarrel about

(something or doing something) i, g



a) They are always arguing about unimportant
matter,  AATESL SR B BT
b) Bob and Mary argued about having a party,
S 7 5 T 3 38 JF W £ 1K S 4
arrange about, to make a plan concerning; organize
about (something or doing something) i
a) We must arrange about that, BTV hE#
BRI
, b) Who arranged” about taking the tickets for
the theatrey % &MLk —1o
ask about, to request information concerning (some-
thing or someone) i, TR ‘
a) The director is asking about those papers
that you promised to have ready, FiE{EH
TE 4 25 B o 4 (O FR a ST 220
b) When I saw John yesterday, he asked about
you,  RHEXWAITAE, BITVET.
bang about,
1, to make a noise in (a place) FH GERD
Em e
a) The children banged about the house all
afternoon and I couldn’t rest at all, ¥ 7
TEATFHRER FREVWHEME, R—K &5 8 &
4@\0

b) A door was banging about somewhere and the

child could not get to sleep, il e
3



FEFF M N BT

2. to travel in different parts of(a place)
Bl () R,

a) My uncle has been banging about Africa for
years, RN — B M T 24,

b) He was then banging about the square, i
M IEFE HNE,

boast about/of; to speak too proudly of (one’s
abilities, successes or possessions) Wi

a) He is always boasting about being the best
story-teller in his class, fh S5 Rk g b B3
FZEBRIUWHFHAN,

b) The hero never boasted about his brave deeds,
3 B 3 M A S B A W A B 3B AT M 6

vother about; to take trouble concerning (something
or someone) BEBE, Wit

a) Don’t bother me about that trifle, TEEK
B FITRRT .

b) Let’sdon’t bother about cooking tonight, We
can cat out,  AHRITFLEIMIRT . RIS
ﬂ‘ﬁ"‘é’-‘o

brag about/of, to speak too proudly of (one’s
abilities, successes, possession) HZE, HK

a) He does not brag about his achievements,
A BB R R o

b) Peter bragged about having got the highest



grade, B HIR UL B T B8 5 5.
brood about/over, to worry about (something or
someone)for a long time,often unnecessarily
R, R, WK
" a) The problem won’t improve for being brooded
about,  XAFEA LK B BT,
b) Tom has been brooding about whether he’/ 11
possibly find work again this winter, PEARs
—HEK QIS F XL X MR TR,
care about, to like (someone or something); be fond
of(someone) - JEMH; Kby WE
a) A selfish person does not care about other
people’s difficulties, BFEET NER X LDBA
(¥ B A R
b) T don’t care about what you think; I’m sure
he is right,  RAGHRE EAMK, RFEMRE
IEHH,
call about, to arrive at(someone’s)home, office etc,,
in order to discuss or investigate (something)
ATV, AERER (RF) WiHEEA
a) There is a man at the door who says he is
calling about your insurance, g -—4
AN RHEMRHRE—-TREZH—F,
b) Excuse me, Mrs, Ramsay, I have been asked
by my Head office to call about your outstanding
debt on the cooker, /T, BF LK, &
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S ) PR A TR T BT SRR R R 1 R K0 —
F.
cast about/around,to search anxiously about(one)for
(something) F#; Wi
a) The prisoner cast about him for a wuay of
escape, R T HR 26 M I B 28,
b) The scientists have been casting about them for

some new approach in connection with the

experiment,  FRRFHI—HATR RITEARL
MR,
caution about, to warn(someone) officially about
(something)or against (doing something g) B 4.
a) My teacher has cautioned me about my
spelling, ERCELERNEENE
b) The police man cautioned the motorist about
his speed. B4 DB A A M E ALY BG4
HE,
circle about/around/round; to move in circles round
(a place) i A5
a) The helicopter circled about the flooded area
looking for a proper landing field, BT v
PLTEBK X B2 e, AR —Ab A& Wb 1575 .
b) The army circled about the city before
attacking, ZE BN AE BE B0 AT S5 3000 2 3k P A ke

close about/round,to surround(something or someone)

gradually fAE; B




a) The gurrillas moved quietly and quickl?
closed about the enemy, W AR R Hu AT 38,
Rk R THA

b) As darkness closed about them, they decided
to return home,  HEMEIR, BiTHERK,

concern about/over, to give one’s attention to or
worry(oneself)about(something or someone)

Kby HE

a) Don’t concern youself about this matter,
WA A e H L,

b) Why are you so concerned about the boy’s
safety?  RAMHARX LR © XMBEHLLE?

confuse about, to give one’s attention to or worry

(oneself)about(something or someone) fieeeeee

AL

a) His long lecture confused me about the topic,
TR BEIHER TR FRT .

b) Many people are confused about the new way
of measureing temperature, WER B FHy
R NGE PN i

consult about, to ask the advice of (someone) about

(something or someone) Heoo. HE

a) You should consult your doctor about your
cough, -VUE&%EEE, R #E — TR TR A

b) Parents can consult the teachers ahout their

children, — KW HBITHREFIHNEN.




debate about,
1. to speak or argue at length i B E
a) The family is still debating about where to
go for their holiday, L2RABRESEfH 4
377 B
b) The teachers have decided to debate about the
housing question,  HIFIBREFH Wik —T
HRERE R,
2. to think; have doubts about; try to decide
about(something)#f 5, X8; BH
a) I am still debating about whether to let you
go to camp, R—HEHRBETILHEEEE,
) I debated with my conscience about going
before I decided,  RNEZE—TFERFAELRE
B B o
deliberate about/on/over/upon; to consider (some-
thing)at length and with care 2, Kt
a) They deliberated about the matter for two
hours, MR T 2 A~/ Al (] 5 B A 9 1
b) The committee have been deliberating all
afternoon about the question of the new
appointments,  TRE—TFEHEHBI TR
D)7
disagree about/on/over; to have a different opinion
about(something or someone) RAE

a) I must disagree about the singer’s performance,




RANREAXMRBRHEE,

by Mr,and Mrs, Barett disagreed about what to
name the baby, EEREEMRATE BILE
ft 4B FERA—H,

dream about

1, to have a dream about(something or someone)
B B3

a) I dreamed about my parents last night,
RAEMA MR ET .

b) He often dreamed about his comrades-in-arms
who had died on the Long March, B A
DA AR s i A B B RIRA o

2. to have hopes for(something or doing some-
thing) [y #; WE

a) I have long dreamed about paying a visit to
the Great Wall of China, R—EHBUREREYR
K IR,

b) Many people dream about living on a beautiful
island in the sea, HE ANBFERAEBE —43
[i)iufio g o

enquire (inquire) about, to try to get information
about(something or someone)# [, #ja]; TR
a) She enquired about her old friends when she

met someone from her hometown, fomt -7

KEN, RITWETERRAITREG.

b) The director is in the office, enquiring about

8.



those papers that you promised to have ready
for him,  F{EAARE, FEH 0 2 A4

W TR IR,

fall about/around, fall about/around one’s ears, to
fail suddenly 25T

a) When Nancy’s only child died, the whole
world fell about her ears, HAEAREFR
TR, JOER X EHE, —W#HZET,

b) All our careful plans fell about our ears when
the government changed the tax laws, B HF {0 A
THMGE, F AR O B8 BT RIERSE T .

feel about, to use one’s hands to find something by

touch near (one) e ek i

a) When I got to cinema, the film had already
begun, solhad to feel about seats in the dark,
REBWELEN, BREFRT, RAFEALKE
i,

b) My mother was feeling about her for the
light switch when I entered the dark room,

RELZRBTN, BIEEAREIRBITHX,

fight about, to quarrel or fight with someone about

(something) |5 RREREe [EAR =2
a) What are those children fighting about now?

MEEFHTHLAFHBET
b) The little boys were fighting about a toy,

RIANDBEHR S —ABRETH
10 -




forget about,to fail tovremember(someone,or some-
thing or doing something) =it
a) Did you forget about going tothe banksg
WBIRRBIT T,

b) The maid forgot about sweeping the room,

| , TANEIRTHEET .

fret about/over, to worrys; become concerned,
impatient,or anxious; suffer because of (someone,
something or doing something) Hgore e A
| a) For these days the boy fretted about his lost
| dog, RABBXBR—HEHNE % T AEA
A&,

b) It is no use fretting about missing the train,

and we can always catch the next one, %
WETREMERRLRARAN, RIVMMEELT—3
K%,

fuss about/over,

1, to show care and worry; treat (someone or
something)with anxious attention T4 Fao
CEABE)

a) The teacher always fusses about the slower
children, S M 3 41360 7K 2 WaRaEM B
T

b) She is always fussing about something or
other,  MiMR N — s3I T BB,

2. to behave or move about in a nervous,excited

11



way  CERARMEREE, FIERE

a) The director has been fussing about the
matter since morning; scarcely able to hide her
impatience, FAEMNBEABE—EX AR
BA%, JLEAREHM A,

b) What are you fussing about all day? e
REERITEMA AT

go about, i

1. to be able to move or travel around(a place)
EAs HE A EHAT

a) It is dangerous to go about the construction
site without a safety helment, R +EE
T B skE RRIER A,

b) The quickest way to go about the city is by
underground train, PEIX B IRE Btk B R
Feth £k o

2, to start(something or doing something) =
Foer; NF

a) He knows how to go about repairing the TV
set, AU TR WX A WAL,

b) It is no easy thing to learn aforeign language
well, We must go about it earnestly, 2o —
IIAMERREESES . RINLBUAENTE,

gossip about/of, o talk about(someone or something),

often spreading stories which may not be true
Bk, WiRE, BHEEE

12



