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About the Author

Cao Zhibo, graduated from Art College of Harbin Normal University (HNU),
majoring in oil painting in 1982 with a B.A. degree and remained there teaching.
Becoming a professor in 1999, he has been the dean of the Fine Arts Department,
Oil Painting Department and Art Education Department, post-graduate tutor and
academic leader in HNU. He is now the member of China Artists Association
and China QOil Painting Society, director of Heilongjiang Artists Association
and Heilongjiang Watercolor Society and judging panel of the 9th National Art
Exhibition. Currently, he works in Guangdong Jiaying University as a professor and
director of the Fine Arts College, one of the top teachers in Guangdong, director
of Hakka Art Institute, vice chairman of Hakka Institute, member of Guangdong
Artists Association, director of Guangdong Watercolor Society and Guangdong
Art and Design Education Committee. He was chosen as one of the top experts
in Meizhou and approved to receive the State allowance. Exhibitions attended
and prizes won include: an excellent work prize, the 2nd National Art Exhibition
for Art Teachers; National Youth Watercolor Exhibition; the 8th and 9th National
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Art Exhibition; the 16th National Art Exhibition for Young Artists’ Recent Works; a
1st prize, Heilongjiang Art Competition; a silver prize, Heilongjiang Art Exhibition
for Celebrating the 50-year Achievements of the Province; the 2nd Guangdong
Contemporary Oil Painting Show; a bronze prize, the 3rd Guangdong Watercolor
Exhibition; a best-work prize, the 2nd Watercolor Exhibition for Members of
Guangdong Watercolor Society; the 3rd Guangdong Contemporary Oil Painting
Show. He acquired a design patent for the logo “The World Hakka”. Books
published include: Sketches by Cao Zhibo, Watercolors and Qils by Cao Zhibo,
Sketches by Cao Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Oils by Cao Zhibo—Chinese
Hakka Houses, Sketches by Cao Zhibo—Old Hakka Residence of Huang
Zunxian, Watercolors by Cao Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Drawings by Cao
Zhibo—Chinese Hakka Houses, Paintings by Cao Zhibo—Modern Chinese Hakka
Landscape, Chinese Hakka Architecture Art. He is the chief editor of Collection of
Paintings of Chinese Hakka Customs.
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Preface

The Hakka are a subgroup of the Han Chinese people who live predominantly
in the provinces of Guangdong, Jiangxi, and Fujian in China. Hakka houses are
various in style and different in characteristic with profound philosophy. They can
fully embody the harmony between man and nature with beautiful architectural
layout and structure so as to unify the environment. What really counts is their
cultural connotation. Scholars and architects from home and abroad are surprised
at these styles of residence, such as the square house, round house, five-phoenix
house and circled-dragon house (wei long wu.).

Prof. Cao Zhibo is an artist born in Heilongjiang. Indulged in the research on
Hakka architecture, he has been to the Hakka areas since 2001 to depict the plain
but beautiful Hakka houses. Appreciating these paintings, we may feel fresh and
thoughtful. Included in this book is the accumulation of his fruitful works in the past
seven years entitled Chinese Hakka Architecture Art published by People’s Fine Arts
Publishing House. Viewing this book, we are bound to have a further understanding
of the charm of Hakka houses and Chinese culture. | write down these remarks as
the preface of this book.

Wu Qingzhou
October 6, 2008, Guangzhou
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Unique Hakka-style Wei Wu
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Ancient-style Hakka House
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