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80 Quotes from a Life
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Family birthday party
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16.9.2001 Sharing the cake
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ou begin your journey not
knowing where it will take
you. You have plans, you have
dreams, but every now and
again you have to take

uncharted roads, face

impassable mountau%a:1 cross‘\t,% \06@1

reacheroug/fiy r %yckegl"
/é s 1de ?n thquakes.
That s §n’fﬁi§e has been

for the last 80 years.

As a student at Raffles
Institution I planned to win a
scholarship to go to England and
become a lawyer. But those
plans were Violentlg disrupted

/0(,';/(/\{71//[

’(/m@; a/

when Singapore fell to the
Japanese on the 15* of February
1942. There followed three and a
half years of,brutal se
occupation, wlf?ch taug !Ey ‘%?et(/
than any university could have.
hey were unforgettable lessons
on the meaning of power and the
nature of people and nations.
During the occupation, with time
on my hands, I also began courtin,
my wife. That was the gappiest
time in my life.

I never planned to go into
politics. But my years in London
and the Japanese occupation



1948

changed my view of the world. I
decided that we should govern
ourselves, and that’s why we
formed the PAP. In 1959 the PAP

won the general election and I
became Prlme Minister of a self-
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governing Singapore. In 1963 we
joined Malaysia, in 1965 we were
asked to leave—and then the rest
was just trying to make Singapore
work. And that’s the history of
Singapore, in which I played a part.



I'm grateful that I got where I
am, happy that I’ve made a
contribution to many people, and
reassure t\sat I have helped select
(AT
Singdpore going.

I never expected to live till 80,
so I'm glad to be alive, relativ
healthy and all in one piece. Ilook
at all my old friends, miygyC

eople who can keep

on-

_temporaries, struc ¥
how dlffererjgl MZi;Y

It’s the luck of the draw.

At the end of the day, all I
have to cherish are human
relationships. Your worldly wealth
you can’t take away with you,
your life has been lived. It is the
friends you have made, your
family ties, which WOur
spirit with a certain warmth and
comfort.
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Could I have lived my life
differently? That’s a parlour game,
you know. At each stage, it is a
crossroads. You take the road, you
have changed direction, you
proceed. There is no turning back.
If I had continued as a lawyer, for
instance, and if some idiot was in
charge of Singapore, then all
lawyers would be

So Wu
planned your whole life. And that’s
why I feel life is a great adventure:
exciting, unpredictable, and at
time ilarating. What is crucial
is nevét}(ll‘ ¢dth ie de vivre,
that zest for life, towatch the sun
go down and wake up to a new
day, rested and refreshed after a

good night.
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Playing Chinese Chess with Hsien Yang
FEXFRHTRHE

SFURMEM, FERERFTMEI
B—EEM U, BAFFAEMNEID
BE—ERR, HIULE.
mEz, \M—4E2LTEEHE
TRIGFE. Bt G AEZTLITL
35 BOKRRK, THETE, ARLLA
REAE. EEMNE, BINARKE
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