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PREFACE

1000 x Architecture of the Americas features 1000
outstanding and creative projects recently built and
under development in the Western Hemisphere by
acclaimed and emerging architects established in
the American continent. Comprised of varying ty-
pologies and split by numerous economic, cultural
and historical differences, North, Central and South
America offer a plethora of innovative up-and-com-
ing trends in the field of contemporary architecture.
The projects featured range from the domestic
scale illustrating a wide variety of houses to the
mega metropolitan scale, including museums, re-
ligious institutions, schools, office buildings all the
way to stadiums and airports, each influencing the
architectural climate throughout the continent.

This book explores the powerful diversity of the
architecture of today from Canada to Chile as an
evolving phenomenon, where the design varies
depending on the climate conditions, economics,
materials, building regulations, architects’ approach
and style.

The cultural and economical influences are seen
from one extreme to the other. While in Canada
and the United States the building regulations are
stricter and architects have to work around the
code to shift and encourage urban trends, Central
and South America present an interesting condition
for architects where most of its developed area

is built up without the professional intervention of
architects and the creative interpretation of a weak
code create a series of spaces and opportunities to
negotiate. Moreover, the urban and political condi-
tions strongly influence their work patterns and
shape the avant-garde architecture.

The material palette ranges from digital fabrica-
tion techniques, which open up investigations into
the limitations and potentials of the architectural
surface to traditional indigenous materials making
architecture a ‘field of constructive experimenta-
tion’.

Today, an ever-increasing body of talented archi-
tects in the Americas, including many practitioners
showcased within these pages, strives to explore
sustainable systems, landscape design and urban
planning in a nimble dance between builder and
designer beyond the limits of architecture in their
region. Taking their inspiration from visions of the
future and traces of the past, these are the people
who are defining the aesthetics of tomorrow’s
architecture.
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