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Abstract

The Chinese television cause originated on May 1st, 1958. Since the first day of
television broadcasting, there is television news. During 40years of development, the
news programs from hundreds of television stations have constituted the abundance
and prosperity of Chinese television news. Regarded as the first media, television
service has become the indispensable information source, and its role in gaining
information and public opinions is incomparable to other media means.

The object of the studies focuses on the development history of TV news. The
discussed years in this thesis should cover the whole history since the emergence of
television news in China. However, due to the length limitation that a thesis can hold,
only the first three chapters are chosen to compose a separate thesis. On the
perspective of time, it is just the early decades of Chinese television development.

Chapter One

Starting to establish the television cause, exploring the news form initially
(—1958)

The first chapter in this thesis studies the situations before and after the
establishment, its whole process of establishment and all the programs in the first
year after the beginning of broadcasting.

TV set first appeared in Britain over 30 years earlier than its appearance in
China. Chinese broadcasting and television news emerged during the second phase
of world TV development.

In 1954, Chairman Mao Zedong instructed that China should set up its own
television station, which was approved and registered by the State Council in
February 1955.

In 1956, the Broadcasting Bureau, the Radioc Department of Tsinghua
University’ and Beijing Broadcasting Instrument Factory collaborated to start
designing and manufacturing black-and-white television equipment. And in August
1957, the oldest experimental television core transmitter of China was designed and
developed. And then in March 1958, the first full set of black-and-white television
broadcasting and monitoring equipment was trial-produced. The location of the
television station was chosen on the southwest side of the fourth floor in
Broadcasting Mansion which had just been completed.

On August 16th, 1957, the party committee of Broadcasting Bureau passed The
Decision on Establishing the preparaiory Organization for the Experimental
Television Station, and decided to set up the preparatory department of Beijing
experimental television station. The Central Broadcasting Bureau appointed Luo



Dong as the director of the preparing department of Beijing experimental television
station, and Meng Qiyu and Hu Xu as the deputy directors. They transferred the full
set of technology and operation cadres from China National Radio, August First Film
Studio and Central Newsreel and Documentary Film Studio and went to Soviet
Union and Democratic Germany to learn and investigate how to put up and organize
the television programs.

At 7 o’clock P.M. on May 1, 1958, our first television station----Beijing
Television Station began to trial-broadcast. The programs broadcasted that day
included talks in studio, news documentary, science and educational films,
declamation and dancing, etc.

It was the trial-broadcasting period from May st to September 2, 1958. And
BTV determined the mission of this phase that various kinds of programs should be
created to attain the relative experience. In that period, BTV sent out programs on
Thursday and Sunday every week, about three hours each time. Therefore, in every
month, we had broadcasted for 9 days, together with some special programs on July
1 and August 1. In these broadcasting days, programs without any news or
documentaries occupied 14.3% of the total time, there were at least one news
program each day during the days left with the self-edited news occupying 64.3%.
And the broadcasting times of news exceeded our expectation. In the initial
television news programs, the story of economical comstruction hit the highest
proportion, and the reports about agnculture, cultural education, foreign affairs and
heroic models went after.

Since the formal broadcasting on September 2nd, the frequency of program
broadcasting in each week increased to four times (on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday respectively) and for totally 78days during the last four months that year,
17.9% of those days had no news programs, and the actual number of news broadcast
had increased a lot. If the programs of live relay, mostly conferences on that very day

"and some current political entertainment activities that might have the characters of
news, were added, the whole proportion would come to 91%. At the beginning of the
formal broadcasting in Beijing Television Station, the column of Brief News were
launched which helped increase the pieces of news. The statistics of the broadcast
content of television mews  program shows that the subject matters concerning
economical construction held the largest part, and the followed were the news on
conferences, foreign affairs, personages and culture & education. Among
documentaries, the sort of economy was the most, and the sorts of personages and
scenes also took certain parts.

In the early days, the modes of news programs appeared in tum were: talk
show, documentary, international news film, photo news, self-edited news film, live



relay, newsreel, oral news, special subject film and television commentary, The
former 7 modes appeared in the trial-broadcasting phase and the latter 3 appeared
after the formal broadcasting. When classified, the above-mentioned programs went
to six categories: documentary, newsreel (including international news, self-edited
news film, photo report, and news bulletin), oral news, live relay, television
interview and television commerntary.

In the first year, BTV amranged five news columns. They were Sports Fan,
Television News, Brief News, Photo Report, International News and News Bulletin,
the former 4 of which were self-edited columns.

In the early time of establishment, BTV was a sectional unit subordinated to
China National Radio, called Television Editorial Department, with one director
(Luo Dong) and two deputy directors (Meng Qiyu and Hu Xu). It set up several
groups like Politics Group, Entertainment Group, Culture and Education Group,
Broadcasting Group, Secretary Group and Office. And the personnel that formed the
team of BTV mainly came form two fields: movie and broadcasting coupled with
some from art organization, college graduates and demobilized soldiers.

The equipment of BTV was in short with poor quality Even the broadcasting
technology was pieced together in such an emergency of three days before the
beginning of broadcasting, while the technology of news shooting and the equipment
were fixed and furnished after broadcasting. Since the operation of broadcasting was
complicated and tough, breakdowns during broadcasting often occurred. And the
post-production was done with anything available and all the staff were in several
harness. Under such material circumstances, the various news modes mentioned
above and considerable broadcasting were created.

Chapter Two

Form the undertaking group, foster the news spirit

(1960 1966)

An instable world outside China had witnessed the birth of China’s TV station.
Inside China, the earliest TV stations were accompanied by Great Leap Forward just
after Rectification and Anti-Right Campaign in 1957. Following BTV, Shanghai,
Haerbin, Tianjin, Shenyang and Changchun set up their own stations all by
themselves with the traditional technique. The foundation of Guangzhou TV station,
however, relied on the sponsor of the bureau of broadcast. The first peak of building
TV station appeared in 1960 with 11 stations at their first trial. Up to the end of 1962,
the total number of TV station had reached 36 with 23 at provincial level in China.

The hasty setting of station resulted in an essential need of apparatus which
should be due at onset. Beijing TV station was moved into the new building which
was completed in March, 1960. This had improved the studio, the film-developing




apparatus as well as the environment. The transmission and record of data by using
new technology such as microwave and video were available in middle 60s in China.

On May Ist, 1960, a trial broadcast of color TV apparatus by using domestic
produced NTSC was successfully done in Beijing TV station. It took 16 months from
the start to the trial broadcast, and china became the sixth country that tried the color
TV broadcast. In 1962, the color TV broadcast was abandoned as a result of the
financial crisis. And this delay continued for ten years.

Between 1959 and 1961, China’s national economy was in sever difficulty. To
implement the policy of “adjusting, consolidating, enriching and improving”, central
bureau of broadcast proposed readjustment measures, namely to minimize the scale,
to adjust the TV-station-distribution, to reduce the staffs and to raise the quality. As a
result, the TV stations in China were all closed down except five among which
Beijing station and Shanghai station were included. And the five also began to
compress the programs and reduce the personnel.

Exchanges between China and outside world had played a significant role in the
initial stage of the TV development in china. Through imitating and learning, China
had a clear view of the world’s TV development and it had shortened the distance
between china and the world level. TV served as a communication channel between
people all over the world, which was why communication with outside world was set
as an important task of China’s TV at that time. Before 1962, newsreel from the
Soviet Union and socialist countries in Eastern Europe was the main source of
international news of china’s TV. In September 1963, the contradiction between
China and Soviet Union were made public with the publication of serial articles of
Nine Comment in the name of the editorial department of People Daily and Hongqi
magazine. After that, the exchanges of TV programs between China and Soviet and
Eastern Europe was becoming less and less.

In 1960, BTV signed a contract for the exchange of TV newsreel with Nihon
Denpa News Co.Ltd sponsored by Japanese Communist Party. In the same year,
BTV began to contact with The British Commonwealth International News Films
Agency Ltd and established a relationship of counter-purchasing of television
newsreel. And in 1963, a contract for the trial exchange of TV documentaries was
signed between the two which had enriched the sources of BTV’s program World
News. After three years’ adjustment in a time of difficulty, the program World News
was enriched with a fast pace of development.

From 1962, the policy of basing on Beijing and facing the world was shapened
by central broadcasting bureau for BTV with the aim of breaking through the
blockage that foreign media imposed on us, and retorted to the slander and libel
against our country. In fact, BTV began to deliver telefilms known as



“going-abroad-films” to Soviet Union and many countries in Eastern Europe since
April 1959, among which the majority was newsreel, coupled with some special
subject film. In addition to self-editing, BTV get the great support from domestic
film studios and other provincial or city TV stations. Such kind of telefilms increased
very fast, with a high rate of adoption by foreign media.

With the ratse of China’s international status, its association with outside world
increased gradually. In order to catch the news and enrich the report content, BTV
began to send journalists to go abroad in the form of accompanying political leaders’
visits or going with arts or sports delegations. Some journalists even went to Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodian to do battlefield interviews. These reports not only enriched
content of international news on domestic screen, but also were transmitted to
overseas television organization as exclusive news. During these interviews, the
Jjournalists were asked to bring back the relative report as well as the film of local
sceneries and customs. Journalists in above-mentioned countries had made
preparation for sacrificing themselves, and sent back the exclusive news from the
frontlines, which transmitted Chinese’s voice to all the world.

On April 4th, 1962, BTV established a review column International Knowledge,
the aim of which is to introduce those Asian-Africa countries obtaining independence
through national liberation movement and establishing diplomatic relations with
China, to sum up world current affairs, to popularize international knowledge, and to
make comments on international issues. In terms of form, the program is mainly
connected by the announcer and constituted of words, photos and film materials,
together with the experts” analysis, interview or discussion sometimes. The whole
program is “quite similar to news comment”,

The 26th World Table Tennis Championship was held in Beijing on April 4th,
1961. 1t is the first time for China to hold such a great international sports
competition. BTV opened up two reporting lines: one is live broadcasting and the
other is to make news films and broadcast them in the program, while transmitting
them to other TV stations at home and abroad. BTV’s reports stirred up the first
craze of TV sports in Beijing.

On New Year's Day of 1960, BTV's column of TV News was broadcasted
regularly, the content of which was almost about national news. At the beginning of
1960s, the propaganda policy in three-year hardship period put mainly emphasis on
improving program’s quality and expanding the subject range. In addition, something
relaxing, intellectual and interesting emerged in TV news, and meanwhile, the
introduction and propaganda of hero's exemplary deeds was launched much
extensively.
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Live broadcasting, news films and documentaries about celebrating parties and
fireworks on May Day and National Day every year were regarded as the significant
task of the whole station. And coordination and close cooperation within the whole
station contribute to the success of reporting. The equipment of television operating
center installed in 1959 when the Great Hall of the People was constructed offered a
good condition for the relay of BTV.

In March, 1966, three journalists of BTV rushed towards the
earthquake-stricken area of Xingtai and shot the telefilm, in which the disaster report
was broadcasted for the first time.

People in Beijing television were busy with news-examining and broadcasting,
which was more like a battle, but all were in good order.

Under the heavy pressure of the news report every day, BTV still made a series
of TV documentaries. A mainstay of making the documentary emerged in the team
of journalists. They created a set of excellent works, among which Yard of Collecting
Rent was the representative.

In its initial stage, BTV broadcasted many talk-show programs. And in the early
years of 1960s, social education group of news department established a regular talk
column Our Guests, interviewing those famous people in various fields in the studio.
In addition, talk programs were involved in social education programs, such as
Recalling Relatives While Reading Hongyan of Song Zhensu, Xiaoluobotou’s elder
sister. Shanghai TV Station also ran a regular talk column named Guest of TV
Station. '

Televisions in local areas all made and broadcasted news programs with
anything available in poor conditions. The programs exchanged between BTV and
television in local areas formed the tradition of complementing and supporting each
other and coordinating to make TV news.

The personnel of BTV increased constantly since its establishment, and the
framework of organization was in the adapting change according to the development
of programs and the adjustment of policy. As a result, the staff of BTV became more
and more, the work-division became more and more professional and the
organization became more and more complete.

At that time, it means bearing hardships and standing hard work, living plainly
and struggle hard to work for TV news. The staff in this field should have several
skills and usually take upon several posts completely. In the face of the strenuous
task and arduous condition, they were not tired out but instead, they have been
bearing all responsibility and obligation consciously and positively, uniting as one,
striving bravely, and forging the best team in history. The far-sighted leader of this
team established the model of the job and set up the earliest rules and mechanism.



The early news program tempered the team, fostered the tradition of the TV news,
found out the law of operation at the same time, formed TV staff's behavioral norm,
and strengthened the pursuit in the cause of television news. Many TV staff at that
time considered news media of image as their own ideal, perfecting the operation of
realizing ideal constantly.

By January Ist, 1960, the broadcast time of BTV rose from former six times to
eight times every week. In addition to the programs every day, BTV increased by
one more time broadcast on Sunday morning. In the program during this period, the
news accounted for nearly 30% in the proportion of the broadeasting program and
the proportion will reach 40% if the social educational program was taken into
account. Though the forms, columns were comparatively various, the subject matter
and style of TV news at that time were still comparatively narrow and single; Film
group’s interest in pursuing beautiful images occupied their vision and formed some
appeals contrary to ideas of the news.

Chapter Three .
The cause of TV news during the Cultural Revolution
(1966——1976)

In 1966, Chairman Mao Zedong launched the Cultural Revolution which
triggered a tremendous disorder of China society with media suffering first. As the
massive criticism was unfolded on media, the regular TV programs were off the track
and the contemporary styles and forms thoroughly denied and finally ended up with
ceasing broadcasting. Nothing was found fresh later on in the restored programs with
only monotonous style, confined horizon and even a formula and mode of
superstition and criticism. In terms of organization, over five-year military
supervision was carried out. Around the conclusion of the military control, the
account of restored TV programs was narrowly close to the pre-Cultural Revolution
level. So we can say that the development of TV suffered a huge downturn and
degradation during the Cultura] Revolution.

Rebelling news, relay of directing and live broadcast of criticizing and
repudiating created by the Cultural Revolution finally became records of the
ridiculous history. Owing to the hard control of the effect, live broadcast had been a
forbidden zone and a hard nut to crack in a long time since then, During the Cultural
Revolution, the Gang of Four abominably politicalized and symbolized all TV forms
including size of TV lens, length of time and amount of pictures, which were used as
means of obscure expression for their shady political purpose and which snuffed out
the essence of the culture with a far-reaching poisonous effect.

The utmost personality cult towards Mao Zedong appeared while the political
conspitacy reached its peak. The mind-cracked journalists resorted to every



conceivable means to highlight and depict their idol disregarding the cost. However,
they were once driven out by the chairman because of scrambling to take Mao’s
photos in an interview. The increase of large-scale rally during the Cultural
Revolution brought more chances of large-scale TV relay and journalists witnessed
many historical moments, e.g. the struggle of the 11th plenary session of the 8th
Party's National Congress.

The regular broadcast during the Cultural Revolution was positive achievements
and heroic models figures. After 1970s, the influence of the Cultural Revolution
began fading away and Linbiao ineident speeded up its pace. Meanwhile, the
pre-cultural revolution programs were gradually restored. BTV’s journalists had done
an excellent job in reporting anti-invasion war of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia as
well as the conflicts in west and north border of China and Soviet Union. BTV did its
second earthquake interview after Tangshan earthquake but broadcast little to the
audience. Ping-Pong diplomacy was created by Chinese and just in the reports of
domestic Ping-Pong competition TV realized long-distance live relay.

The proposal put forward by Jiangqing that editor dominated reports and the
instruction by Chen Boda that no wrong character was permitted in broadcast
coincidentally prompted some changes to TV operations.

International reports suffered similar retroversion. BTV opened up a new
broadcasting way through China’s embassies and consulates in other countries
because foreigners didn’t accept our news of Cultural Revolution. In 1971 China was
restored to its rightful seat in the United Nations and began to enjoy regular
international relations including contacts with foreign TV corporations once again.
However, China’s weakness in economy and technology was shown in the reporting
and exchange of such great events as Nixon’s visit to China, And the world
development, technological progress and advanced concepts of developed countries
stirred up motive to catch up with them.

: To our confusion, the beneficial proposal of incorporating film and TV had
failed to be realized even though Primer Zhou Enlai had put forward for many times
during the 10 years.

China's broadcast of color TV was postponed by two incidents: one was the
stoppage due to economic difficulties at the beginning of 1960s; the other was
self-creation of television system in 1969. The latter proved unnecessary by practice
and delayed the broadcast of color TV and led to the reliance on foreign equipment.

The construction of microwave lines made the long-distance relay of TV
programs possible, which brought larger space for the development of TV. On this
basis, News Hookup became possible. However, the initial column of News Hookup
was only an embryonic form.



People’s common sense and conscience constrained and distorted for many
years were waked up by Premier Zhou’s death. The suppression of mourning and the
related reports by the Gang of Four conflicted fiercely with people’s demand. After
Mao’s death, an enormous revolution broke out and the Gang of Four was
overthrown. An new historical stage arrived. The TV staff has seen and witnessed all
these changes and plunged into the consideration and struggle together with tens of
thousands of people.

Duwring the 10 years of Cultural Revolution, the television had greater
improvement in the technology. The color film, microwave transfer, satellite transfer
and the color TV were realized one by one. In this peried, almost every province,
autonomous region (except Tibet), municipality directly under the Central
Government (Beijing has no TV station at the city level) set up its own TV station,
which formed a nationwide TV net tentatively. However, TV development was
limited because of the economic insufficiency that restricted the market.

The 18 years had witnessed the birth and maturity of TV news. All TV staff
exerted themselves with undeterred spirit into the TV development, in spite of
insufficient labor, finance and materials. However, it’s a pity that TV news had made
little progress in the latter 10 years with small amount of programs, confined
contents few innovative forms and small influence. TV was still a marginal and
mysterious media which kept a certain distance from the audience. In this
atmosphere, TV was considered as an entertainment media to much extent instead of
anews media.

However, television news has stridden forward a significant step and gained
considerable experience. Coupled with the correct guideline and policy, the proper
economical strength and the diligence and intelligence of our television workers,
television news will certainly give out fantastic gloss and have tremendous influence.
The television news in its early years is like “the dawn in the Orient and the sonorous
arrow in the forest”™, carrying within itself the dawn and the amazing brightness and
broad prospect.
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