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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Oscar Wilde (1882).

About

the author

@scar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde was born on 16th October 1854
in Dublin, Ireland. His parents were both very famous. His father, Sir
William Ralph Wills Wilde, was an eye and ear doctor and an
archaeologist. ! His mother, Jane Francesca Elgee, wrote passionate *
nationalist® poems and articles in favour of * women'’s rights.

Oscar’s parents loved him very much, and so his childhood was very
happy. Oscar had two brothers and a sister. Sadly, his sister died at

1. archaeologist : % %% © 3. nationalist : RIEEXHY ©
3. passionate : FLWHMAT I 4. infavour of : 3Z§F ©




the age of ten in 1867. He did very well at school, and then went to
Trinity College, Dublin, in 1871, and to Magdalen College at Oxford
in 1874. When he arrived at Oxford he said, ‘I was the happiest man
in the world.” At university he won awards for his poetry and ability
in Greek.

Oscar’s father died in April 1876. The Wilde family had serious
financial problems. Oscar’s half-brother Henry supported the family
until he died suddenly in 1877.

In 1878 Wilde said, ‘I'll be a poet, a writer, a dramatist... Ill be
famous, and if not famous, I'll be notorious.”!

At Oxford he became an “apostle ? of aestheticism’,? or the Cult* of
Beauty. This artistic movement believed in “art for art’s sake’ (see the
dossier on page 49). In other words, art has no purpose: it must only
exist. The ideas of aestheticism shocked many people. At that time in
England, many people thought that art must teach morality and
show people the difference between good and bad. But Oscar Wilde
thought that “The artist is the creator of beautiful things,” and that
“All art is quite useless.’

As the apostle of this cult of beauty, Oscar Wilde dressed in
extravagant® and shocking ways. He also became famous for his wit. °
In 1881 a comic musical operetta’ came out called Patience. It made
fun of both aestheticism and Oscar Wilde. Oscar thought it was very
funny. The operetta was very successful in England, and the
theatrical company decided to take it to America. But somebody had
to explain English aestheticism to the Americans, or they could not
understand the play. Ironically, ® the company decided to take Oscar.
notorious : A MF ) o
apostle : #{K#H °

aestheticism : MEFE T X °
Cult : %5 -

extravagant : HEH °
wit : HL5 ©

operetta : /MR °
ironically : WHIH: ©
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He spent almost a year in America, and travelled from coast to coa

He gave over fifty talks and made a lot of money. .

In 1884 he married the beautiful and intelligent Constance Lloyd
They had two sons, Cyril and Vyvyan. Oscar wrote two collections of
fairy tales for his sons, The Happy Prince and A House of Pomegranates. '
One of these tales was “The Fisherman and his Soul’.

This was also Oscar’s most successful period as a writer. He wro

1. Pomegranates : £ fi##¥ o

10




his only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray; in this book Dorian sells his
soul to stay young and attractive.

Most of all, though, Oscar Wilde became famous for his very witty
plays. In 1895 Wilde had two successful plays, and he was at the top
of success.

Then tragedy came. People accused ! him of homosexual 2 acts.
Homosexuality was illegal ® at that time. Wilde contested this, but he
lost the case, and was sent to prison in Reading for two years of hard
labour. *

These two years of prison broke his health and his spirit. He wrote
only one more important work, a beautiful poem called The Ballad of
Reading Gaol. It describes some of his horrible experiences in prison.
After prison, Wilde spent the rest of his life in France with very little
money. He died in Paris of cerebral meningitis ®* on 30th November
1900. He was 46 years old.

a Answer the questions below.

. What were Wilde’s parents famous for?

. What was Wilde’s childhood like?

Where did he study?

. Why did aestheticism shock many people?

. Why did Oscar Wilde go to America?

What is The Picture of Dorian Gray about?

. What is Oscar Wilde most famous for?

. What is the poem The Ballad of Reading Gaol about?

How old was Wilde when he died?

T w@ S o o0 o P
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accused : {37 © 4. hard labour : ## °
2. homosexual : FHEZEA o 5. cerebral meningitis

3. illegal : B -
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Before you read

° Vocabulary
Look at the pictures below. Now read the clues (definitions) for each
word on page 13. Match them to the numbers on the crossword.
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a. A large white sea bird.
b. The empty covering of soft sea animals.

c. A mythical creature. It has the top of a woman and the bottom of a
fish.

d. Moving water on the surface of the sea.
e. The name for the sand near the sea.
f. Fishermen use these to catch fish.

g. A mythical creature. It has the top of a man and the bottom of a
fish.

h. A sea mammal. It can come out of water on to the land.

Across




@e Listening

Listen to the beginning of Chapter One. It describes how the
fisherman first met the mermaid.

Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it is correct, put a

tick (V) in the box under A for YES. If it is not correct, put a tick (v) in
the box under B for NO.

YE

(7]

The fisherman went fishing every morning.
The fisherman caught the mermaid in his net.
The mermaid was happy to see the fisherman.

The mermaid did not have any brothers or sisters.

U

The fisherman wanted the mermaid to sing
for him.

o

The mermaid sang songs about fishermen.

The mermaid always came near the fisherman
when she sang.

8. The fisherman decided that he wanted to marry
the mermaid.

O O 0o gdod
O O OO0 Oooddé e

Now read the text and correct the incorrect sentences.

a Pictures
Look at the picture on page 17. Who are the people in the picture?
Where are they? How do you think they are feeling?




CHAPTER ONE

-~

/

The ermad

very evening the fisherman went out /@&
fishing. He sometimes sold his fish at the
market. Sometimes he did not catch many

fish and he could not sell them.

One evening his net was very heavy. He
laughed and said, ‘Did I catch all the fish in the sea? Or did I catch
some horrible monster? 2 I will give it to the Queen. She will be
happy.

He pulled and pulled the heavy net. Finally, he pulled the net
next to the boat.

But there were no fish in it and there was no monster. There
was only a little mermaid. She was asleep.

1. Mermaid: (fF#HH) EAMA -
2. monster: &Y o
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Her hair was yellow like gold; her body was white like ivory;!
her tail like silver and pearl; and her ears like seashells. 2

She was very beautiful. The fisherman pulled the net closer to
the boat. He embraced? her. When he touched her, she screamed.

She could not escape so she began to cry and said, ‘Please let
me go. I am the only daughter of a King of the Sea. My father is
very old and alone!

But the fisherman answered her, ‘1 will let you go, but you
must make me a promise. I will call you and you will come and
sing to me. The fish love the songs of the people of the sea. You
will sing and my nets will be full’

‘1 promise. Please let me go, cried * the mermaid.

‘Yes, I will let you go, said the fisherman. So she promised him
and he let her go. She went back into the sea and trembled. She
felt a strange fear.

Every evening the young fisherman went fishing and called the
mermaid. She came and sang to him. The dolphins ®
swam round and round her. The seagulls ®
were in the sky above her
head.

1. ivory: R%F - 4. cried : FEB

2. seashells : # D155 » 5. dolphins : #JiK °
3. embraced : #i#fi - 6. seagulls : ¥R o
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