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Preface
The Editors of World Literature Today

In 2007, World Literature Today continued to reinvent itself—while stand-
ing on the shoulders of more than eighty years of continuous publication—
by producing six issues with stimulating special sections: Modern Ireland,
Graphic Literature, Central American Literature ( by way of Neustadt lau-
reate Claribel Alegria), Inside China, Endangered Languages & Litera-
tures, and Women & War. Throughout the year, additional essays, fic-
tion, poetry, and interviews featured Arab - American literature ; Moroc-
can film and Canadian music festivals; a memoir about the Algerian war of
independence; Turkish, Serbian, and Israeli fiction; Polish, Iraqgi, and
Portuguese poetry; Native American languages; and Irish and Australian

art. National Public Radio’ s Alan Cheuse and a worldwide roster of schol-
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ars continued to review books from dozens of languages, and J. Madison
Davis provided a lively column on international erime and mystery writing
in every issue. WLT continues to expand its purview and impact on the
world — covering not only belles lettres but also popular genres, the other
arts, broader cultural developments, and politics. Our readership contin-

ues to grow by leaps and bounds.

Now, for the first time ever, selected content from the pages of WLT
is being brought to readers of the world” ¢ most spoken language : Mandarin
Chinese. The impetus for this endeavor dates to fall 2006, when a delega-
tion from Beijing Normal University—including Dr. Liu Hongtao, vice
dean of BNU’ s College of Chinese Language & Literature—visited the U-
niversity of Oklahoma campus to inaugurate the Confucius Institute of Chi-
nese—language studies at OU. A deepening of OU - BNU ties occurred in
June 2007, when our contributing editor Jonathan Stalling delivered an in-
augural address at a congress of Chinese writers in Beijing, which included
Mo Yan, Yu Hua, Ge Fei, Shi Zhi, and many others. As Professor Stall-
ing wrote in his retrospective about the event, such initiatives mark * an
occasion o converse, imagine community, and explore the continually
shifting nature of our world today,” as we attempt to appreciate and under-
stand the 21st century culture of one of the world* s most ancient and noble
civilizations ( see “ Old Stories and New Voices in Beijing”, January
2008).

Readers should note that our coverage of Chinese literature dates to
the Winter 1935 issue of Books Abroad, with Chih Meng’ s essay on “The
New Literature of Changing China"” , and a note on Lu Xun in the Summer
1939 issue. It continued over the years—and into the WLT era—with
hundreds of book reviews as well as articles by such noted scholars as
Howard Goldblatt and K. C. Leung ( Winter 1981), John Kwan - Terry
(Summer 1989) | Jefirey Twitchell and Huang Fan ( Winter 1997) , and
David Der — Wei Wang ( Summer 2000), and was punctuated by Mo

8



Yan’s lively lecture (*My Three American Books™) published in our
Summer 2000 issue. More comprehensive coverage included our earlier
special issue on Chinese literature (Summer 1991) as well as the Winter
2001 issue featuring Gao Xingjian, winner of the 2000 Nobel Prize in Lit-
erature , and the forthcoming issue honoring Bei Dao, the featured writer of

the 2008 Puterbaugh Conference on World Literature ( November 2008 ).

In “Carnival and Sadness: Impressions of Chinese Literature in the
21st Century,” an essay appearing in our “Inside China" issue ( July
2007) , Zhang Qinghua writes: “From the fanatical political movements of
the 19505 through the 19705 to the rapid economic development in the
19805, the spiritual journey endured by the Chinese people is barely imag-
inable to any other people in the world. In this massive exchange of mate-
rial and spirit, many lives were engulfed by a whirlpool of tragedy and suf-
fered miserably in a turmoil of Biblical scope. Subsequently, they were
thrown out as the rubble of history into a wasteland of the spirit. " While
such an analysis will no doubt prove disheartening to some, we can only
hope that China’ s spiritual journey in the 21st century will be marked by a
release from the snares of history, even though the extremes of carnival
and tragedy aptly describe much of the contemporary world. Drawing on
the strength of its epic literary and cultural achievements from ancient
times to the present, China will surely continue to lead the world in many
important areas. In a spirit of open exchange and dialogue, we hope this
sampling of our 2007 issues will be cause for celebration as we co — host
the *China and World Literature Today International Conference” in Bei-
jing, which marks the oceasion of its launch.

July 2008
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