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The Children in the Flowers

Once there were two little children. They lived with their father and mother. Their
father was a rich man. He had a beautiful house and a large garden. Their mother was a
beautiful woman, and she was very kind to their children. So the children were very happy.

After some time their mother fell ill and died. Soon after that the children’ s father
died, too. So the two children were alone.

Now, the children’ s father had a brother, who was a bad man. When he heard
this news, he thought, “My brother was very rich. | shall go and live with his children.
If his children die, all the money will come to me.”

So he went and lived in the house with the children. He was unkind' to the
children. He wanted the children to die. At last, he thought of one bad idea. He let two
bad men take them away into the forest and kill them.

The two bad men found the children and said to them, “Come with us into the
forest. We have found a beautiful place. There are many flowers and birds. You will be
very happy there.”

The two children believed their words and went into the forest with them. They
went a long, long way. The children were very tired. They couldn’ t go on any more.

The two men thought, “Night is coming, and it is very cold. They are far from
home; they can never find the way back. We will go away, and they will die here in the
forest.” So the two men went away.

The two children were alone in the forest. They could not find the way to their
home. They cried and cried. At last they fell asleep at the foot of a big tree, hand in hand.

The little birds came and saw them sleeping there. They brought flowers and
covered them with bgautiful flowers.

It was day and the birds awoke in the tree, but the two children were still sleeping.
The birds came down from the tree.

“They are sleeping,” said one little bird.
“They are dead,” said another. “they will not know night or morning, sunshine

or rain; but they will sleep, and sleep always, hand in hand in their bed of flowers.”
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\,\ The Indian White Horse

Long long ago, many horses lived in the desert. There were red horses and gray
ones. Some horses were all black. Others were black and white. And there was one
beautiful white horse.

Indians lived here in the desert. They liked to catch the wild horses and ride on
them. They would make the wild horses work for them.

One day an Indian boy saw the beautiful white horse.

“Over here! Come here!” he called to his friends. “Just’ look at that beautiful

horse! How | wish | could catch him!”

The other boys came over to see the beautiful horse.

jumped on their horses.

Fast as the wind went the Indian boys on their horses. Away over the desert they went.

Faster than the Indians rode the wild horses. Faster and faster they went, and the
white horse was first all the way.

Soon the wild horses became tired. They could run no longer. One by one the wild

horses stopped.

But not the beautiful white horse. On and on he ran.

I
i
i
i
i
I
i
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i “I think we can catch him for you,” said the first boy. And with that, the boys
i
|
|
|
i
i
]
]
The Indian boys saw that the wild horses were tired. Many of them had stopped.
: One boy called out, “Faster! Ride faster! Soon we will get to the canyon?®. Then
i the white horse will have to stop. We can catch him by the canyon.” So the Indian

i boys went faster than ever. But the beautiful white horse went faster than all of them.

Now the boys could see the canyon.

' “White horse! White horse! Stop! Stop!” called the boys.

! But the beautiful white horse did not stop. Down, down he jumped. Down into the
1 canyon jumped the beautiful white horse.
" The Indian boys got off their horses and looked down into the canyon. “Where
! can he be?” they asked, for the beautiful white horse could not be seen.
i

Then one boy called, “I see him! Look up there in the sky! There is the beautiful




white horse!”

i

And if you were an Indian, you too, can see the white horse. Up in the sky he i
runs, faster than the wind. i
H
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The Donkey Who Sinned

Once a lion, a leopard’, a dog and a donkey were sitting in a field. The sun was
hot, there was no rain, there was no water in the river, the fields were dusty, and there
was no food.

The lion said, “Why is everything so bad? Why is there no rain? Why is there no
food? There is no food because one of us has sinned, and God is angry with us.”

The leopard said, “Yes, one of us has sinned.”

The dog said, “One of us has sinned.”

Then the donkey said, “We will each tell our sins. Then God will not be angry and
will send rain.” .

So the lion began, “I have sinned a great sin. | found a poor man’ s cow near a
village. | killed it and ate it.”

The others were afraid of the lion, so they said, “No! No! That was not a sin.”

Then the leopard said, “I have sinned a great sin. | found an old woman with a

goat on the hill. | jumped out, the old woman ran away, and | killed the old woman’s -

goat.”

The others said, “Oh, no, that was not a sin.”

Then the dog said, “A little girl had a cat. She loved it very much. | quarreled with
the cat and killed it.”

The others said, “Oh, no, that was not a sin.”

Then the three other beasts looked at the donkey.

The donkey said, “A man was going with me to the village. When he stood and
talked to a friend, | ate a little grass from the side of the road.”

The other beasts said, “Oh! Oh! Oh! That was a sin. That was a great sin. Now

we know why God is angry with us and there is no rain.” Then they all jumped at the
donkey and killed him.
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The Sparrow and the Fox

The sparrow was a little bird. He was not a nice little bird, for he was always
telling stories about one person to another person.

One day, as the sparrow sat in a tree, he saw the rabbit coming through the
forest. The rabbit came near to the tree, and the sparrow heard him speaking. The
rabbit was saying, “I shall do something which will make the fox so angry! Ha! Ha!
Ha! He will be so angry!” '

Then the sparrow cried out to the Rabbit, “No, you will not! For | shall go and tell
the fox what you have said.”

The rabbit thought, “Now | do not know what to do. | do not know what | shall
do, if that ugly little sparrow tells the fox what | said.”

But the sparrow went away quickly and told the fox what the rabbit had said.

The rabbit thought and thought and at last he said, “l know what | shall say!”

For a moment the fox came running along the lane'. The rabbit called out to him,

“Fox, Fox!”

“What?" said the fox.

“Do not come near me,” said the rabbit.

“Why?" asked the fox.

“Because you will kill me and set my house on fire."

“Why do you say that?” asked the fox.

“Because | was told so,” said the rabbit. “I was told what you said, ‘I shall kill

the rabbit and set his house on fire.” "

“Who told you that?” asked the fox.

“It was the sparrow.”

“It was, was it!" said the fox.

The next day, the fox saw the sparrow in the forest. The sparrow called out to the
fox.

“What do you want?” said the fox.

“| have something to tell you,” said the sparrow.




