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Foreword

A cycle of sixty years is called "Jiazi" in China. It is a time measurement of “content" in
traditional Chinese chronology and an ideal point for in-depth study of the Chinese viewpoint
about history. In the endless narrating of history and sentimental sighing, the eternal cycles of
"Jiazi" witness the ups and downs of our nation and always manifest their complete and unique
signs of fortunes.

The changes during the past sixty years are overwhelming and impressive experiences for the
nation, the society and individuals. For those who are lucky enough to live in these sixty years,
none can escape the ups and downs, the stunning cycles of good luck and back luck, the
sad separation and happy reunion. All the good and evil, joys and sorrows, have become our
nation's valuable experiences that can never be reproduced.

Sixty years is almost a person's whole life and is the period of time one can see with his own
eyes. However, when looking back at history, we are somehow puzzled. Although it is said
that the people create history, what we read in history books are only stories of heroes. In the
mainstream history books concerning politics, wars, economy and culture, we seldom find
chapters devoted to ordinary people's life. In the narration of written history, we find it hard to
restore pictures of ordinary people's life. We did experience the past sixty years, but lots of our
memories have become blurred and many stories have been neglected or deleted.

Therefore, we try to look for a new perspective of observing at history.

Looking from the angle of the main factor of history and looking at the daily life of ordinary




people who are the "forces that create history" are the choices we can make and should make
in such an unprecedented history. Inevitably, historical records of ordinary people are made
up of their daily lives. They may seem trivial, but not at all worthless. In an era that regards "the
people” as its subject and main factor, its meaning is inevitably determined by the people's
well-being and sufferings. In the eyes gazing at the Five-star Red Flag being raised in 1949,
we see a historic integration of "the nation” and "the people’; we see ordinary people's hope
for well-being, health, peace and freedom. Even when time comes to the year 2009, the eyes
of ordinary Chinese still focus on land, housing, employment and survival...Certainly, they are
also looking at the sky, love, spirit and faith.

Just as life itself, we do not intend to tell splendid stories nor cover everything. We just try our
best to go back to the "original state" of our nation's life once existed. We just randomly pick
up the basic pieces of our nation's history and thread them onto a time line. What we present
here is just a limited amount of visual pieces. They may remind different people of different
‘memories of the People's Republic of China." Nevertheless, when every individual's memories
are activated by other's projections, when all individuals begin to reconstruct their historical
experiences and impressions, and when all the experiences and impressions begin to
complement each other, confirm each other and intertwine with each other, a faithful and deep
collective recall of the past sixty years will naturally come into being.

the Chief Editor










1949.10.1  HihEAS, RARFEWE FHEMHEL., GCMC 4

October 1 1949 The foundation of New China, people gazing at the Five-star Red Flag being raised. GCMC
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1950 - BMIEE ARAWHERFAZ:, CFB 4
1950 Meitan, Guizhou The public trial of bandits and spies. CFB
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1950 - iIITFHAHR
1950 Dandong, Liaoning Voluntary army crossing the Yalujia
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1950 Shanghai Worker
pickets who assisted maintaining
social order checking their guns.
CFB



