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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 12 historic cultural villages for the first time; now a great number of villages
are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic villages to a new
high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic villages
are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous villages have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and villages, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural villages are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing
of this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Villages is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous villages and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to

intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous villages.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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A Tourist Map of Mingyuewan Scenic Spots Distrbution
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The famous historical and cultural villages of China,
Mingyuewan (Moon bar) and Luxiang, are both laying on the
bank of the great and beautiful Taihu Lake in Wuzhong District,
Shuzhou City of Jiangsu Province.

The ancient village Mingyuewan is located at the south tip of
Xishan Island in Taihu Lake, 60 kilometers away from the urban
area of Suzhou. During the Spring and Autumn Period of East
Zhou Dynasty, Fuchai, the emperor of State Wu, had enjoyed
the beauty of bright moon with his beauty Xishi here, so it was
named as Mingyuewan, and Mingwan for short. As early as in
the Tang Dynasty, Mingyuewan had been widely renowned.
Many great poets such as Bai Juyi, Pi Rixiu, Lu Guimeng and
Liu Changging once visited here and created poems to praise its
beauty. Going into the Song Dynasty, during the intrusion of the
Jin State in the south, many high officials and nobles secluded
here, such as Deng Su, a high official famous for his poem
against the Emperor Huizong in focusing on collecting and
delivering rare plants and odd stones in the South ,which
brought great financial burden to the common people, Wu yan
,the son of Wu lin, the governor of Sichuan province and famous
general in Anti-Jing War. And during the Ming and Qing
Dynasty, many natives here joined the Dongting commercial
chamber, and became rich by engaging in trade outside.
Particularly, during the reign of Emperor Qianlong and Jiaqing
of Qing Dynasty, Mingyuewan reached its top level in its
history, and many excellent and dedicated houses and ancestral
halls were built.

Situated backing on to mountains and facing lakes,
Mingyuewan is covered with green plants all around the year,
seemed to be a Land of Peach Blossoms (a fictitious land of
peace and happiness, free from disasters and wars in Chinese).
Across the village are two main longitudinal streets
respectively in the southern and northern part. Between these
main streets are lanes orderly crossed with each other. The
street with such an arrangement is usually called as Chessboard
Street. Mingyuewan also retains a large number of historical
relics, such as the ancient Taihu Lake dock, the main channel
for the ancient natives to the outside world, and ancient
buildings built in Ming and Qing dynasties, such as Dunlun
Hall(Promoting Ethics Hall), Lihe Hall(Moral Harmony Hall),
Zhanrui Hall(Viewing Auspiciousness Hall), Yugeng Hall
(Bumper Harvest Hall), Hansan House (The old house of Clan
Qin) and so on.

The ancient village Luxiang is located on the western side of the
Dongshan Peninsula in Taihu Lake, 40 kilometers from the

Famous Villages of Mingyuewan and Luxiang

urban area of Suzhou. It's the hometown of Wang Ao, the prime
minister during the Zhengde Period of Ming Dynasty. It is
named Luxiang (six lanes), partly because the surname of Wang
Ao's mother is Lu, and partly because that there were six lanes
here then, namely, Wenning, Kangzhuang, Qigan, Guxi,
Jiangjia and Hanjia lane(the character “ffi”(Lu) also means six
in ancient times). Firstly built in the Jianyan Period of Southern
Song Dynasty, this village has a history of more than 800 years
by now. However, the relics are well preserved here. Ancient
buildings of Ming and Qing dynasties such as Huihe
Hall(Benefit and Harmony Hall), Cuihe Hall(Quintessence and
Harmony Hall), Huaigu Hall (Thinking of the Ancients Hall),
Huaide Hall (Feeling Grateful of Past Kindness Hall), Baojian
Hall(Valuing Frugality Hall), Shuangguilou(Double Laurel
Building), ChunQingdi(Spring Celebration Hall) and so on,
totally occupy an area of nearly 10,000 square meters. And the
Ming Dynasty slab stone streets still preverved are paved with
two-metres long granite slab stones. On this long street, three
decorated archways of Ming Dynasty with the name
“Tanhua,Huiyuan,Xieyuan” which all are titles of the winners
in imperial competitive examination in feudal China are also
still preserved.

Luxiang enjoys a good location, facing Taihu Lake, backing on
to Moli Peak, with Han'gu Mountain on its east and Jianhu
Mountain on its west, so it sited in the embrace of mountains
and it's considered to be an auspicious place, with water in front
of it, mountains behind and in both sides of it. The mountains
around the ancient village named Flower-fruit Mountains are
full of flowers and fruits all the year round. In autumn, the
mountain behind the former residence of Wang Ao is full of
orange trees with countless rich fruits on the branch, which has
been chosen as the scene of the television serial Oranges Are
Ripe.

Aclz:ording to the Antient Village Protection Regulations of
Suzhou City, the Suzhou local government protects the widely
distributed ancient villages through many ways, and
encourages the privates funds to be invested into it.
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Viewing the sail of the Taihu Lake cruises
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The ancient charm of Mingwan
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The Earth God’ s Temple is also named Qingfeng(cool
breeze) Pavilion, in which the earth god and goddess were
consecrated. Two steles which come from different period
stand in the temple. The older one with the name "The
commemoration of the total repairment of the streets and
wharives in Mingyuewan" set up by Mingyuewan native
publics during the thirty-seventh year of Qianlong Period
of Qing Dynasty(1772) is made of bluestone and mainly
records the process of fully repairing the public utilities
such as streets and wharives and so on at that times. The
later one with the name 'The commemoration of the

protection and repairment of the ancient village

Mingyuewan", which mainly records the process of the

+ #b J& The Earth God's Temple

B AP Plan view of Mingwan
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Thousand-year-old ancient
camphor tree
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The camphor tree, with an age of more
than 1200 years old, is said to be planted
by Liu Changging a famous poet of Tang
Dynasty when he visited his friends in
Mingyuewan. One side of its trunk had
withered for fire and thunder, but gave
birth to new shoot buds later. New
branches spring from the aged withered
trunk, what a marvellous natural
phenomenon! So it is called "grandpa
carries grandson on his back" vividly. The
trunk leans east toward the village, which
seems that it is making a bow to the
villagers to thank them for their having
been looking after it carefully for more
than a thousand years. The camphor tree
is so exuberant that its branches covers an
area of almost 1 mu, which provides the
boatmen and villagers a perfect place to

enjoy the cool in summer.
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During the past thousands of
years, boats were the main
means of transportation to the
outside world in Mingyuewan. To
make sure the security of the
water transport at night, a high
post has been erectted at the
entrance of the village by the
villagers, with a big red lantern
lighten at night on the top of it
since Southern Song Dynasty. The
former post was cut down by the
Japanese army invaded China in
1939, but now a new post is
erectted again.
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No one knows when it was first built, the one now existing was
rebuilt in the Kuomintang Times. It is said that Fu Chai the emperor
of State Wu and the beauty Xi Shi had enjoyed the beauty of bright
moon on the bridge, so it was named Mingyue Bridge. Some
celebrities of all past ages such as the Tang Dynasty poets Bai Juyi,
Pi Rixiu, Lu Guimeng and so on paid a visit to the village thourgh
this bridge.



