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Unit 1

Text A The Romance of Words

by Dr. Wilfred Fund & Norman Lewis
Answer the following questions after the first reading of the passage .

|. What is etvimology? What does this word mean i1 Greek?
R L.

(8%

. What does calculus mean in Latin?

3.y 1o tell the various meanings of the word run .

From now on we want vou to look at words intently, to be inordinately curious about them
and o examine them svllable by syllable, letier by letter. They are vour tools of understanding
and self-expression. Colleet them. Keep them in condition. Learn how 1o handle them. Develop a
fastidious. but not a fussy, choice. Work alwavs toward good taste in their use. Train your ear
for their harmonies.

W urge vou not 1o take words for granted just because they have been part of yvour dailv
speech since cehildhood . You must examine them. Turn them over and over as though vou were
handling a coin, and sce the seal and superseription on cach ane. We wwould Hike xou actuallv to
Jall in fove woith words .

Words are no dead things. Thev are faiviy wrigaling with life . They are the exeiting and
mysterious okens of our thoughts, and like human beings, they are born, come to maturity,
grow old,and die, and sometimes they are even reborn in a new age. A word, from s birth o
its death,is a process, not a static thing.

Words, like living trees, have voots, branches, and leaves.

Shall we stay with this analogy for a few moments, and see how perlect it is?

The story of the root of a word is the story of s origin. The study of origins is called
etvinoloty ,which in turm has /s voors in the Greck word ezyvmon s meaning ™ true or origimal
meaning, "and the Greek ending -logia , menning " science or study. " So ervioloty means the
science or study of true or original meanngs.

Every word in our language is a frozen metaphor,a frozen picture. 1t s this poetry behind
words that gives language its overwhehning power. And the more intimately we koow the
romance that lies within cach word, the better understanding we will have of its ncaning.

For instance,on certain occasions vou will probably sav that you have “caleulated™ the cost
ol something or other. What does the term calcudate really mean? Here is the story. Years ago,
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ancient Romans had an instrument called a Zadometer cor " road measurer, "which corresponded
1o our modern taxi meier. I vou had hired o two wheeled Roman vehicle to ride, say, 1o the
Forum, vou might have found in the back a tin can with a revolving cover that held a quantity
ol pebbles. This can was so contrived that cach tme the wheel turned., the metal cover also
revolved, and a pebble dropped through a hole o the recepracle below. At the end of vour trip
vou counted the pebbles and calcwlared vour bill. You see, the Latin word {or pebble was
calculus cand that's where our word “caleulate”™ comes from.

There are,of course, many words with mmuch simpler histories than this. When vou spealk of
a surplus, for instance, yvou are merchy saving that von have a sar (French for “over™) plues
(French Tor “more™) or a sep-plus . That is,vor bave an “over-more” than vou need.

Should vou be in a snooty mood Tor the nonee! L and happen o look at someone rather
hanghtily, vour Triends might call vou supercilions . o word that comes from the Latin
superciliven s mcaning that “evebrow™ vou just rased. That person you are so fond of , who has
hecome vour companion L is simply one who cars bread with vou—I{rom Latin cumr, “with,”
and panis S hread. " Traonps i bridge is from the French oom phe or ™ triumph, "an old-time
game of cards. In modern cards, one suin is allowed 1o triumph over.or 1o " orump” the other
suitsc And stll again, in the armiv. the licwtenand s literally one who takes the place of the
captain when the latter is not arommd—irom the Freneh Ziew (we use 1t "in lieu of 7)) and
tenir o hold, " The capearn, i tam, derives Trome the Latin word caput (“head™) . Colonel
comes [rom coluninag ( 1the “colurmn™ that he leads)

I{, by anv chance, vou would like 1o twit your friend, the Wall Street® broker just tell him
that his professional title came from the Middle English word drocowr ,a “broacher, "or one who
opens.or broaches, a cask 1o draw of 7 the wine or liquor. We still employ the same word in the
original sense when we say “He broached(or opencd upp) the subject. " The broacher, or broker,
became in time” a salesman of wine, then of other things, such as stocks and bonds.

These are the roots of words. We next come o the branches. The branches of our language
tree are those many groups of words thae have grown out from one original root.

Let s take an example. From the Lain root spectare , which means " to look” . more than
240 English words have sprouted. We find the root in such words as s pectacle ( those things you
look through) . spectazor (one who looks or watches) | respect (the tribute vou give to a person
vou care 1o look at again) .and inspect (1o look o). When you treat someone with disres pect
vou make it plain that you do not care (o look at him again (dis,"not"— se, “again"—spect ,
“look™) . Introspection s a looking within.

Turning to the Greek language, which has so largely enriched our own, we discover
graphein, "o write, another prolific source of English words. We have telegra ph ( writing
from a distance), phonagraph (writing by sound ), photogra ph (writing by means of lLight ),
stenogra pher (one who does condensed writing) , and mimeograph (1o write a copy or imita-
tion).

We have in our language a host of roots such as these. There is the Latin spirare . meaning
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“to blow or breathe, "from which we get such English words as 7nspire (breathe inwo) , expire
(breathe out), perspire (hreathe through), sespiraiion (breathing again or often).

Our word “liable” comes from the Latn figure, "o bind. " This {ascinating root has
branched out into oblige and oblicute (1o bind to do something) , figai ure (bandate or binding) ,
ligament (something that ties two things together), and, with the root no longer so obvious,
leagrue ( those nations or other organizations that ave bound wogethery, and cven the word allv
{ to bind 10 one another) s which is from ad and Zigare.

These, then,are the hranches, We turn now 1o the leaves. I the roots are the origins of
words and the branches are the word Tamilies that stem out of them, the leaves of this language
tree would be the words thenmiselves and their meanings.

Fach given word, in its beginning . had, no doubt, onlv one meaning. But words are so {ull
of life that they are continually sprowing the green shoots of new meanings.

Shall we choose just one word as an instance of the amazing vitality of language? The
simple three-letter word run . up 10 this moment of writing, has more than ninety dictionary
definitions. There are the run in vour st(x'king(’, the run on the bank”,and a run in baseball®.
The clock may rwn down”  but vou ran up'™a bill. Colors run . You may run a race or run a
business. You may have the run of the maill,or. quite different, the run of the house. And this
dvnamic little word, we can assure vou, has just begun its varied carcer with these examples.

Is it any wonder that our unabridged dictionaries contain hundreds of thousands of living
and usable words . words sparkling with lifc, prolific in their breeding, luxuriant in their growth,
contnually shifting and changing in their meanings?

Words even have definite personalities and characters. They can be sweet , sour, discordant,
musical. They can be sugary or acrid, soft or sharp, hostile or [riendly,

From this time on, as we enter our word studies, try to bhecome keenly aware of words.
Look at them . if possible, with the [resh eves of one who is seeing them {or the first time. If we
have persuaded you to do this, vou will then be on the way (o the success that can be won with

a more powerful vocabulary.

[ Notes |
1. for the nonce: for the present times for this oecasion
 Wall Street: % ESTREEF NS

3 draw ofl: to allow 1o flow out

S

4. ume:alter a certaim amount of time has passed
S.a host ol ;a great number of

6. the run in vour stocking: KK iR

X Y N

7. the run on the bank: $£11947% 00,
8. a run in baseball: ¥R g T M 48 £U5

9 rum down: o lose power and stop working

10 run up; Ceause o)grow quickly i amaount

J



[ Vocabulary |
romance n. {57
ntently ad . —0-— SHL L0 EL Y
inordinately aedl . excessively
fastidious « . not easily pleaseds quick 1o find {ault
seal n Ol EoE
superscription . @
wriggle o7 . %5 80 31 8l i W ij ik
wken s sign, evidence, guarantee, or mark (of sth)
analogy n. b
frozen a. W90 AT HERIY s ANZE A0
correspond 7. be equal( o) the similarCin position.ete)
revolve o . go round in a circle
contrive i . inventidesign; find a way of doing{sth)
rec(—*])!zl(‘lv ". 1”},:5
snooty « . (collog ) proudly rude; haughty
tromp or . PA RO s 5y
colurmn . ZABA
twit o¢. make [un of; ridicule
broach ot . T‘HP‘I ’I:m I ”‘EL’”,]‘[B/\{(TI “?ﬁ LA f'ﬂf})fl(i"‘l
tribute n. sth done, said, or given o show respeet or admiration {or someone
mtrospection x . examining one’ s own thoughis and leelings
unabridged «. Cesp of sth written, a speech, cte) given in its fall forms not shortened
luxuriant « . strong in growth; abundant
discordant « . (of sounds) not harmonious; harsh

acrid a . (ol smell or taste) sharps biting: stinging 1o the nose or mouth

| Exercises |
I. Reading comprehension
I Words, like living trees, B
AL are bormn, come to maturity, grow old. and die
B.are rchorn ina new age
C. have roots, branches and leaves
D). can grow and produce more words
2. When vou speak of a surplus, vou mean
AL that vou have too much
3. that vou have just as much

(" that vou have an amonnt more than necded



D). that you have an amount less than needed
3. When someone is called swpercilions he or she must

A have beautiful eyebrows

3. he very surprised
. be very friendly
D. be very haughty
4 1[ we want (o tease a Wall Street broker. just tell him that his title came from a Middle
English word, brocowr s .
A. which suggests a very noble origin
1. which suggests a very humble origin
(. which teiis us that they used to be very poor
1. which shows that thev used 10 be very rich
5 Words have definite personalities and characters. It means that
A words are Like human beings
3. words are difficult to deal with
€. words are changeable
D). words are rich and colorful
I1. True or false

I 1f we know the story lying within each word, we can understand the word better.

B8]

A companion is originally the person who eats hreakfast with you.

Quite a lot of words in English are of Greek origin,

‘o

4 Fach word usually has many different meanings {rom its beginning.
5.1 people pay more attention 1o words and keep curions about them, they can greatly
enlarge their vocabulary.
1. Translation
Put Paragraphs 2 and 3 into Chinese.
IV. Suggestions for writing
Write an article about the necessity of learning English. State your viewpoint clearly

and support your viewpoint with details.



Text B The Meaning of Christmas

Answer the following questions after the first reading of the passage .
1. How does the story go about the birth of Jesus Christ in the Holv Bible?
2. What is the svmbolic meuning of the star during Christinas'?

3. Huwve the Christmas traditions changed since they began'? How?

Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ'. However, its religious meaning has
been mixed with the secular since it began 2000 vears ago. The Christian celebration comeided
with many other ancient midwinter festivals and incorporated their pre-Christian traditions such
as feasting, giving presenis and burning candles. One of the marvels of the Christnas festival is
its [lexibility in accommodation to various cultures and customs. What is the meaning of Christ-
mas? You will get a dilferent answer from evervone vou ask.

Born nearly 2000 vears ago, Jesus Christ 1s the meaning behind Christmas for Christians,
who believe Him to be the son of God. The story of His birth is told in the Holy Bible®. The
story goes that an angel Gabriel® appeared 10 a young woman, Mary, who was engaged (o be
married 1o the carpenter Joseph, in what is present-day Israel. The angel announced 1o Mary
that she was going to become pregnant and give birth to the son of God, Jesus Christ. This
would be a miraculous birth, for Mary was a virgin. While Joseph and Mary were on a journey
10 the 1own of Bethlechem?, 1o be enrolled in® an official government census, it came time for
Mary 10 give birth. There was no room for them at the hotel, so they made a bed in the siraw
manger,in the stable. When Jesus was born that morning, he was grecied not only by his

mother and lather,but also by shepherds who had hastened 10 the barn after an angel directed

themy there, and three wise men—astrologers—who had predicted that by [ollowing a large
bright star they would find the baby, future “"King of the Jews™.

Whether Jesus was really born on December 25th, no one can say for certain. 1t was
believed that the Nativity® (Christ’s birth) ook place indeed on the 25th of the month: but
which month was uncertain and every month at one time or another has been assigned. During
the time of Clement of Alexandria ( before 2200 five dates in three different months of the
Egvptian year were said to be the Nativity. The Roman Church? finallv Tixed December 25th as
the birthday of Jesus Christ. Though questioned for several generations by the Eastern Church®,
the Roman day became universal in the filth century.

Most historians and anthropologists believe that December 25th was chosen as the birthday
because 1t alrcady was a holiday in ancient times. Hundreds of vears before Christ several other
festivals were held at that 1ime in different parts of the world. These celebrations scemed 1o all
occur at some point during the winter solstice”, the time at which the earth makes its shortesi
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journey around the sun. Ancient people worshipped the sun and those in the northern hemi-
sphere leared that the sun god had forsaken them as the days grew shorter. Around December
22 ihe davs are the shortest, and it was at this time that the people of northern Europe would
build great fires and candle lights to encourage the sun god to relight his lamp. There was much
feasting and rejoicing as the days grew longer {or now spring would come and life would flour-
ish. It was about the same time that the Romans paid homage 10 Saturn' | the god of agricul-
ture, with their Saturnalia festival''. This festival was celebrated for a week to make a legendary
Golden Age when Saturn ruled the world. Men and women with garlands on their heads and
carrying lighted candles walked through the strects giving candles and green wreaths as pre-
sents. The Persians also lic fires at the winter solstice in praise of Mithra, the god of light, while
the Fgyptians held a winter festival that honoured Isis, mother of the sun god Hours. However
these festivals and celebrations were carried out, they all hailed the victory of light and life over
darkness. So in fact, the Christian holiday of Christmas takes place at a time when many cul-
tures celebrated new lile and light. :
How about the symbolism of Christmas—the star, the tree, mistletoe, and Santa Claus?
There are countless legends and siories attached 1o these syrubols. As for the star which led the
astrologers to the manger,modern astronomers have attributed the star 1o the time the plancts
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn'? were close together in the heavens, in the springtime of 6 BC. The
plancts Tormed a triangle in the group of stars known as Pisces' . Throughout the world today,
the Christian holiday has usually begun with the appearance of the first star of Christmas Eve.
To most Christians the Christmas Star is symbolic of Jesus, who is often called “the bright and
morning star . However, of course, before there was Christmas, stars held importance in ancient
religions. The Babylonians used three stars to represent god. The Egvptians believed that certain
gods controlled different stars. The North American Blackfoot Indians'™ believed that every star
was at one time a human being. Ingeneral, the Chrisimas Star symibolizes high hopes and
ideals—hope for reaching above onesell, for following the highest path to the greatest good.
For families in North America, Germany and other parts of Europe, the Christmas tree is
the symbol of the Christmas scason. Many legends exist about the origin of the Christmas tree.
One legend holds that as Martin Luther', the founder of the Protestant faith, was walking
through the forest one Christmas Eve, he was awed by the beauty of millions of stars glimmer-
ing through the branches of the evergreen tree. So taken was he by this beautiful sight that he
cut a small tree and took it home (o his family. To recreate that same starlit beauty he saw in
the woods. he placed candles on the branches. Another interpretation holds that the Christmas
tree represents the tree of the Garden of Eden'®; still another story suggests that it symbolizes
the cross of Christ. In any case, the Christmas tree became o standard part of Christmas celebra-
ton by the early 14th contury in Germany. Like stars. however, evergreens have been part of
midwinter festivals long belore Christ. They played a symbolic part because they stay green and
alive when other plants appear dead and bare. They represented everlasting life and hope for the

retumn of spring.



Mistletoe is a parasite that has no roots of its own and lives off the tree that it attaches
itself 1o. Without that tree it would die. Mistletoe was thought to be sacved by ancient Euro-
peans, long before the birth of Christ. Norscruen oller us a beautiful symbolic myth about
mistletoe, which was the sacred plant of Frigga, goddess of love. When her son was killed, her
tears turned into the pearly white berries on the mistletoe plant and her son came back o life by
the mistletoe’s power. With jov Frigga kissed everyone who passed beneath the tree. Now , who-
ever stands under the humble mistletoe will come 10 no harm except to receive a kiss. The
mistletoe 15 an emblem of Love which conquers Death.

Santa is a very popular {igure around the world at Christmas. He seems to have originated
in Germany, lirst of all with a non-Christian meaning. He was “Father Thor™,an old man with
a long white beard, dressed in red, who travelled through the skies in a golden chariot pulled by
two white goats, Cracker and Gnasher. He lived [ar north among snow and ice to fight the gods
of snow and ice to help the people conquer winter. When Christianity arose in Germany, St.
Nicholas,a 4th century bishop of Asia Minor'”, became popular. He was known for his miracles
and generosity and became a saint to children. Fle was believed 1o ride a white horse and carried
gifts to all the good little children. Finally, Kriss Kringle entered the {olklore scene. She was a
young girl wearing a golden crown, carrying a small Christmas “tree of light”. She was thought
of as a messenger from the Christ Child and personified the idea of gift giving. She became
popular in Germany in the 16th century. To Christians in the African Republic of Ghana, Father
Christmas comes {rom the jungle. In Hawaii he comes by boat. In Brazil, Grandpa Indian Vovo
Indo brings gifts. In China, Dun Che Lao Ren, " Christmas Old Man” brings presents to good
children. In Poland the children’s gifts are said to come [rom the stars and in Hungary angels
bring them. English children wait {or Father Christmas. American children wait for Santa Claus
o come down the chimney. Being a culturally diverse and worldly {ellow , Santa has many inter-
pretations. N

One very obvious way that Christmas has changed in this century is its gradual loss of reli-
gious significance, and its growing commercialism. Christmas is big business in Furope and
America. Shops make their greatest sales and profits in the Christmas season. For example, in
1997 ,Chrisimas internet sales alone [rom online stores™ exceeded $ 800 million. It is truly a
time of consumer frenzy. As a result, it has become, strangely enough, a time of enormous
stress, with the highest number of suicides in the US occurring in January of cach year. One
explanation of this is that people run up huge debts trying o live up 1o the expectations of
[amily and advertising. Once Christmas and New Year's festivities have passed, it is common to
sink into depression when the cold reality of everyday life and debts hits. In a nation-wide
survey by EDK Associates in October 1997, based on 800 interviews, 46% of the respondents
admitted that they went into debt buying Christmas presents and by the following fall some had
still not paid their bills. When asked what their spouse ol partner bought them for Christmas
last year,only 33% were able to answer immediately and 22% simply could not remember.
39% said they would like less emphasis on gilt giving. Perhaps Christmas is in need ol some
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reviston il 1t causes problems such as these! We can't tell how the Tuture will shape Christimas,
but although its inner and ancient meaning of light hope and love gets dimmer in the craze of

commercialism . its candle continues to burn around the world in December.

[ Notes |
L. Jesus Christs H3 0k L8

.Holy Bible: 528

Gabriel: 415 APy 9
4. Bethlchen: A7V R CHRT USSR 10 Ty /S e MEGY = Al g, Ry Mk 22 19674 i)
S be enrolled ins o put(sh’s name) on a list or regisier
6. Nativity : SR 04
7. the Roman Church: l/2/“ WK THS

the Eastern Choreh: 0005 5802

li

)

i

9. the winter solstices ’fﬁi
10, Sacarn: OB 25 s )y A g
1. Saturnalia festival : G P fRREAYCF 12 )1 45
12 Mars, Jupiter and Saturn: K¢ /T\t 'Fﬂ T+
13, Pisces: (R 0 BLHPE ; ALY
14 the North American Blackfoot Indians: b2 B Y2 A
[5. Martin Luther: "5 T - 608 1483-—1540) , 1o A8 [ = B0k iz sl el
16 Garvden of Eden: JHuybe . EL2aMCH D AR ALIGAE i Rl a8 et - 20y it 48
At Bl ORI AU RGN AT A O s b Rk, A T A /L.
B A AR bl IR KA AN T A
[7. Asia Minors AP 2K
[8. online stores: B 1IN

1)

[ Vocabulary |
sceeular a o worldly or material . nor religious or spiritual
coincide o7, (ol eventsYhappen at the same timesoceupy the same period
incorporate o . 25 (Y
accommodate wr . 7Y
miraculous . remarkable and surprising
manger . A ST AN
astrologer # . (VA
predict v savoiell i advanceCthat sth will happen)
anthropologist . AR5
hemisphere w . hall a sphereshalf the carth
forsake o7 . give upsdesert{ pi {orsook, pp forsaken)
homage 5. expression of respect
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garland n. (B8 4L

wreath n. {LH

mistetoe . WA B (S FH A AHOE HET 10 06 1 1)
astronomer 2. KFH

Babylonian n. ELHEAB A

interpretation n. explanation

parasite n. A/EHIY

Norseman . JLERA, JCFRIBELA

emblem 2. svmbol; design that represents sth
bishop n. T3

commercialism 2. DLk

frenzy 7. violent exciterment

fostivity n. (pl) HEBLIE 2

[ Exercises |
True or ftalse
1. In the early tmes, the data of Christmas was uncertaim.
2. The angel Gabriel old Mary that she would be punished by God for getting pregnant
outside of marriage.

Jesus was born in a beautiful palace, surrounded by wise, rich men.

[o5]

Al of the mid-winter festivals oceur during the winter solstice.

o

The Roman Saturnalia festival celebrated war and victory over neighbormg countries.

>

The North America Black{oot Indians believed that every star was at one time a human
being.

7. The white berries of the mistletoe are tears of Christ.

8. Santa Claus onginated in Germany as Father Thor.

9. A survey shows that 46% of Americans go mto debt buying Christmas presents.

[00. The evergreen tree symbolizes life itsell.
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