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Unit 1 Foreign Education

Unit 1 Foreisn Education

Fast Reading

S8 Text A-1

Pirections: [n this part, you will have 15 minutes to go through the
passage quickly and answer the 10 guestions. For questions 1-7,
choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.
For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information
given in the passage.

Discover an American Treasure. Community Colleges

For the past few years the fastest growing enroliments of international students in
the United States have taken place on the campuses of America’s community
colleges. One of the great treasures of American higher education, the community
college system has now begun to be discovered by students from all over the world
who see the advantages of institutions that are convenient, affordable, innovative,
and ready to admit students from other countries.

Community colleges are located in virtually every population center in the United
States—from small towns in rural areas to the downtown campuses in large cities.
They offer a variety of academic and vocational programs. They also offer a wide
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range of services to very diverse student populations. A full understanding of the
services which are offered and which are not offered is crucial to international
students.
Services Offered by Community Colleges

Some of the services community colleges provide are listed below. Please note
that this list is by no means comprehensive, but it provides a checklist for international
students who want to compare what is available at different institutions.

1. Orientation programs

Most colleges and universities that welcome foreign students provide some kind
of orientation programs for new students. These programs may last anywhere from
half a day to a week or more. You should find out if the institution you want to attend
has an orientation program, and if so, how long does it take and what does it
include? A well-organized orientation program is a good indication of a higher quality
international student program.

2. Academic advising

What is more important than getting good advice about how to achieve your
academic goals in the most efficient manner possible? Because academic advising is
so critical, it is probably the most widely used service offered on most campuses. All
students have questions that only well-trained academic advisors can answer. It is
important that you find out how to get the most out of the academic advisors wherever
you decide to enroll.

3. Immigration advising and processing

This is another critical “must” for international students. The ins and outs of US
immigration laws and policies are sometimes baffling. A good foreign student advisor
can guide you through and help you avoid making costly mistakes. Conversely, a
poor advisor can have a negative impact on your entire future.

4. Health insurance program

As medical costs climb higher in the USA, it is absolutely essential to have
insurance coverage for accidents, injuries, or serious illnesses. Many colleges and
universities require international students to purchase a particular health insurance
plan. Find out in advance what the policy is and be prepared to pay for insurance. It
is much better to have it and not use it than to lack insurance and find yourself with



Unit 1 Foreign Education

astronomical medical bills to pay.

5. Personal and career counseling

What do you want to major in? What are the “hot” careers? What future jobs
suit your personality, aptitude and interests? What can you do about chronic
depression or irrational fears? Is your boyfriend or girlfriend treating you right? You
can get help with all of these guestions at the college or university’s counseling
center. Don't be afraid to make use of this service. It’s there for you and the
professional staff there will talk to you as an adult in complete confidence.

6. Financial aid

Don’t expect to find a lot of scholarship money available to foreign students.
Most financial aid in the US comes from the federal government and is therefore
restricted to citizens and permanent residents of the United States. Nevertheless, the
financial aid office can help you determine if you are qualified for any forms of
financial aid.

7. Student activities

Do you like to play chess, watch movies or go camping? Do you enjoy dancing
or are you interested in getting invelved in volunteer projects? The student activity
office on the campus has a long list of things that you can do in your spare time.
There are clubs, groups, and people with common interests on your campus. But it's
your job to balance your leisure time and your study time!

8. Remedial programs

This is a particular strength of community colleges. Students who enter the
college with weak skills in English or mathematics can begin with a course below
college level. These courses will prepare the student to continue in the subject and
work up to college level courses.

9. Honors programs

For gifted students, participation in an honors program can be one of the most
challenging and rewarding experiences of their college career. Honors classes tend to
have the best students, the best professors, and the most interesting class discussions.
There may be other benefits as well. Community college honor students can join Phi
Beta Kappa( ®BK BXiF <, EE KF M FEWIFEHEH L), an international honor
society. Phi Beta Kappa is the most prestigious honor society for students in a
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four-year institution.,

10. Cultural programs and festivals

More and more colleges and universities sponsor international or cultural
festivals. That’s a wonderful opportunity for you to share your country, language, and
culture with your fellow students. Find out how you can get involved in planning and
promoting the event,
Services not Offered by Community Colleges

There are some services that are not usually offered by community colleges. For
example, unlike many universities and four-year colleges, community colleges
generally do not have on-campus housing.

1. On-campus housing

The most common type of housing at universities is often a shared room in a
dormitory or “dorm”, also referred to as a residence hall. Some residence halls are
quite plain, but the rooms are comfortable and cheap and give students a taste of the
traditional American college experience. Since community colleges are often
“commuter schools” within commuting distance for students living in the surrounding
urban or suburban areas, most of them do not have on-campus housing of any kind.
Students attending community colleges live in the local community, usually with their
families. The only public community colleges that have dormitories are located in
remote rural areas far away from population centers. These colleges have to provide
housing because their students come long distances to attend classes. This is
particularly true in the wide-open spaces of the western United States.

2. Health center

Another service that you might not find at a community college is the health
center. On many university campuses, students who feel sick or who have a health
problem can go to a campus clinic. They may be seen by a registered nurse or other
health care providers. Most large universities have full-time doctors on the staff who
can treat students for any number of ailments or medical problems. But community
colleges tend not to have large health clinics. Many community colleges have no
medical staff at all. Students who need to see a doctor do what anyone else in the
community would do—they can’t find medical services in the community. By not
operating dormitories and clinics, community colleges save maney. The savings are
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then passed on to the students in the form of lower tuition and fees.

/zf/ﬁ S eveees //’z/.df«@_fy. P AP AT 2

1. Community colleges have the following advantages except
A, they offer a wide range of services to different students
B. they provide o varlety of academic and vecational programs
C. they are located In every population centre
D. they never enroll students from other countries
2. Most colleges and universities provide some orlentation programs for foreign
students in that
A. a good orientation program provides an international student program of a
higher guality
B. they may be held at any place on campus
C. they may last different periods of time
D. they include various contents
3. With academic advising, students may know how to
A, make use of the service on campus
B. achieve their academic goals efficiently
C. get no useful advice from the academic advisors
D. find a well-trained academic advisor
4, 1t is important o have a health insurance becaouse
A, 1t is convenient for international students to have treatment
B. it has wide insurance coverage for accidents, injuries or serious ilinesses
C. medical costs are increasing in the USA
D. foreign students may receive extra help from o healtth insurance
5. Students may get help from personal and career counseling except
A, their maojors and hot careers B. their future jobs
GC. their scholarships D. their depression
6. For talented students, which is one of the most challenging and rewarding
experience on campus?
A, Participation in an honors program

B. Participation in student activities



C. Participation in cultural programs
D. Participation in international festivals

7. Most community colleges do not have any on-campus housing because

A. students like to live outside their colleges

B. students usuoally live in the local community with their families
C. students have more chances to know American tradition

D. students feel not so comfortable to live in a shared room

8. The advantages of institutions in community colieges are

and ready to enrcll students from other countries,

9. B _ is/are a particular strength of community colleges.

10. Community colleges generally do not have
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Pirections: In this part, youwill have 15 minutes to go through the
passage quickly and answer the 10 questions. For questions 1-7,
mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in

the passage;

N (for NOY if the statement contradicts the infermation given in

the passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) 1if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the infarmaticn
given in the passage.

Sustem of Higher €ducation in the Republic of Serbia

Types of Institations and Their Status

The activity of higher education in the Republic of Serbia is performed by the
following higher education institutions,

(1) University—University is an independent institution of higher education, the
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performance of which unites educational, scientific, research and professional /artistic
work, as components of a unique higher education process. University can perform
all types and levels of studies. The institution of higher education has the status of
university if it performs academic study programs at all levels of studies, within at
least three fields ( natural sciences and mathematics, social and humanistic studies,
medical science, technical and technological science and arts) and three areas
(which are defined within the three fields by the National Council ). As an
exception, a university can be established in the area of art, if it contains all three
levels of studies from at least three fields of art.

(2) Faculty / Art academy, as a component of the university—Faculty/Art
academy is an institution of higher education i. e., a unit of the system of higher
education which is a part of university and performs academic study programs and
develops scientific, research and professional/artistic activities within one or more
areas. Faculty/Art academy can also perform specialized study programs. In legal
traffic, faculty/art academy is presented by the name of the university to which it
belongs , under its own name and in accordance with the university statute.

(3) The academy of professional studies—The academy of professional studies is
an independent institution of higher education, the performance of which unites
educational, research, professional and artistic work, as components of the unique
process of high education. The academy of professional studies can perform basic
professional studies and speciaiist professional studies. An institution of higher
education has the status of the academy of professional studies as it accomplishes at
least five accredited study programs from at least three fields.

(4) Higher education school—Higher education school is an independent
institution of higher education which performs basic, specialist and graduate
academic studies from one or more areas.

(5) Higher education school of professional studies—Higher education school of
professional studies is an independent institution of higher education which performs
basic professional and specialist professional studies from one more areas. The stated
institutions are treated as legal subjects. The stated institutions are independent
institutions of higher education, except faculties and art academies,



Types and Levels of Studies

The activity of higher education is performed through academic and professional
studies based on granted/accredited study programs for the achievement of higher
education, At the academic studies, the academic study program is carried out. This
program enables students for the development and practical use of scientific,
professional and artistic achievements,

At the professional studies, the professional study program is carried out. This
program enables students to appty knowledge and skills necessary for participating in
the working process.

First level studies are;

(1) Basic academic studies

(2) Basic professional studies

Second level studies are.

(1) Graduate academic studies—master

(2) Specialist professional studies

(3) Specialist academic studies

Third degree studies are doctor academic studies.

Accreditation

Accreditation is used to establish if an institution of higher education and study
programs fulfill the standards established by the National Council. It is also used to
establish if an institution of higher education has the right to issue public documents,
all in accordance with the law of higher education.

In the process of accrediting an institution of higher education, it is established if
the institution fulfills certain conditions which are, according to the law of higher
education, specified for the given institutions which perform the higher education
activity. In the process of accrediting a study program, it is established if conditions of
introducing such a program are being fulfilled, in accordance with the law. The
process of accrediting is conducted at the demand of the Ministry, founder i. e. the
institution of higher education itself.

At the process of accrediting, the Accreditation and Quality Control Commission
does the following:.

(1) lssues a certificate of accreditation to an institution of higher education or a
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study program.

(2) Issues an act of warning to an institution of higher education. This act points
out the weaknesses concerning conditions, quality of work of an institution of higher
education or a study program, and gives a deadline for removing the weaknesses.
When the deadline is over, it decides the request.

(3) Issues a decision which denies the accreditation demand. in the process of
deciding the accreditation, the Commission takes into account the results of the
quality assessment and self-assessment defined by the law of higher education. If the
board reaches a decision to deny the accreditation, the founder/ institution of higher
education can file a complaint to the National Council within 30 days from the day
the decision is received.

There could not be a legal process against the decision of the National Council.
Founder/Institution of higher education has the right to repeat the request for
accreditation after the period of one year after the decision to deny the accreditation
request is received. The institution of higher education can start working and
performing its activities after it receives the working license.

Working license is issued by the Ministry, at the demand of the institution of
higher education. At the territory of A. C. Vojvodinal ( Bj#ihik HIEE LR HR T
A8 ], the license is issued by the organs authorized for the delegated affairs.
Organization of Studies

1. Bachelor

Basic studies are organized by all the institutions of higher education defined by
the law of higher education.

Basic academic studies last for three to four years.

Basic professional studies last for three years.

Study program of basic and specialist studies can include the final work. A
person who finishes the basic academic studies acquires the professional title that
includes the name of the profession of the first degree academic studies in the
corresponding area—bachelor. A person who finishes the basic professional studies
acquires the professional title that includes the name of the profession of the first
degree of the professional studies in the corresponding area—bachelor apply.



