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Foreword

At 14:28 on 12 May 2008, a devastating earthquake measuring 8 on the Richter scale hit Wenchuan, Sichuan Province of China, causing massive losses of life
and property.

This was the most destructive and wide-spread earthquake after the founding of New China and the rescue and relief work was also the most difficult. In
the face of the disaster, under the strong leadership of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the Chinese Government, Chinese people
of all ethnic groups rallied together and worked tirelessly in the spirit of putting people first and respecting scientific laws, and achieved major success in the
initial stage of the rescue and relief efforts. Meanwhile, the international community extended sincere sympathy and condolences to the Chinese Government and
people in various ways and offered valuable support and assistance to China’s disaster rescue and relief efforts, including large amounts of financial and material
assistance and rescue and medical teams. In the three days of national mourning from 19 to 21 May, foreign diplomatic envoys and representatives of international
organizations in China offered their condolences at the Chinese Foreign Ministry. Nearly 100 embassies and offices of international organizations in China lowered
their flags to half-mast. Many state leaders and personages from all walks of life went to the Chinese diplomatic missions in their countries to express condolences.

At the time of this major disaster for the Chinese people, the sincere sympathy and condolences, as well as the support and assistance of various kinds from
the rest of the world demonstrated the lofty humanitarian spirit and the friendship of the international community toward the Chinese people. This we will never
forget.

China Will Remember—Images of International Assistance in the Relief Effort for the Massive Wenchuan Earthquake compiled by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and published by the World Affairs Press, is a collection of hundreds of carefully selected photos that give a full, accurate and detailed record of the
condolences, sympathy, support and assistance from the governments and peoples of other countries to the Chinese Government and people in the wake of the
earthquake. It is a valuable historical record that testifies to the friendly relations between China and other countries in the world.

On the occasion of the publication of this album, we wish to express heartfelt thanks to governments and peoples of other countries for offering their sincere
sympathy and valuable assistance following the earthquake. The Chinese Government and people will always remember their sincere help at the difficult time. We
are convinced that, with the strong leadership of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the Chinese Government and with great support of
the international community, the Chinese people will overcome all difficulties and achieve the final victory in the rescue and relief efforts and will rebuild their

beautiful homeland.

Yang Jiechi
Beijing, July 2008
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At 14:28 on May 12th, 2008, a
magnitude-8.0 earthquake hit Wenchuan
County in China’s Sichuan Province.
This was the most devastating earthquake
in China ever recorded since the founding
of the People’s Republic. According to
official statistics, by July 6th, 69,196
people were killed by the earthquake,
374,176 people were injured and 18,379
people remained missing. More than 46
million people in 417 counties covering
an area of 125,000 square kilometres
were affected by the earthquake. Material
and property losses in Sichuan alone
exceeded 200 billion RMB, not to mention
the countless cultural heritage destroyed
by the earthquake.
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Bact 1

Respect for Life

The Chinese nation has gone through numerous trials and tribulations. The great Chinese people
have always been strong in difficult time. Right after the earthquake, Chinese President Hu Jintao
issued an important instruction which demands swift actions to save the injured and ensure the safety
of life and property of the people in the quake-hit areas. The State Council quickly set up a national
command for rescue and relief efforts to mobilize resources and launch a rescue operation of an
unprecedented scale. The international community immediately joined in, fully demonstrating their
friendship towards the Chinese people and the noble spirit of humanitarianism. From May 16th, rescue
teams from Japan, Russia, the Republic of Korea and Singapore began to rush to the hardest hit areas in
Sichuan. Despite road blockages and communication disruptions, the four foreign rescue teams worked
around the clock, did their utmost and successfully rescued one survivor and retrieved the remains of
52 victims. Japan, Pakistan, Indonesia, Russia, Italy, Germany, Britain, France and Cuba sent medical
teams, who worked shoulder to shoulder with their Chinese counterparts and provided medical
treatment to a total of over 20,000 survivors. Volunteers from the United States and other countries also
joined in the rescue and relief work in the affected areas. According to statistics, more than 400 foreign
rescuers and medical workers worked in the disaster-afflicted areas. Their hard work in difficult and

often dangerous situations has won acclaim from the local survivors and the entire Chinese people.
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On March 23rd, President Hu Jintao and Russian President Medvedev met members of the Russian rescue team at the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing.
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On June 1st, General Secre-
tary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China,
State President and Chairman of
the Central Military Commission
Hu Jintao inspected rescue, relief
and reconstruction efforts in Gansu
Province. He visited the Pakistani
medical team in the tents of the No.
1 People’s Hospital in Longnan
City.
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On May 24th, Premier Wen Jiabao met United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon during

the latter’s special trip to Yingxiu Township,
Wenchuan County.
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On May 30th, President Lee Myung-bak of the Republic of Korea, who was on a visit to China, comforted earthquake survivors at the “Happy

Home” resettlement centre in Dujiangyan City, Sichuan Province.
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On May 30th, Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi visited the British medical team in Sichuan.
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